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INTRODUCTION AND METHOD OF STUDY 


Introduction 


The later years of the war and the beginning of the post-war period were 
characterized by a rise in prices—prices which farmers received for their goods 
and prices they had to pay for goods and services used on the farm and for 
family living. Crop conditions were subject to their usual variability. In the 
same period, the Dominion Government’s Family Allowance Act was passed, 
and this policy put into effect in July 1945 provided an additional source of 
income for farm families. What was the effect of the interaction between these 
factors on the farm family’s level of living? 


Did these changes in price-cost relationships or crop conditions cause a 
change in the type of farm organization? Were farmers able to net more farm 
income’ Did outside receipts substantially supplement farm income? How did 
the farmers allocate their incomes during this period; were they paying off*debts, 
building up the farm business with increased capital expenditure, or raising the 
farm family level of living? Was the pattern of living expenditure changed? 
Did farm families have more conveniences and material possessions in 1947 than 
in 1942-43? 


In an attempt to answer these and other questions the Economics Division 
of the Dominion Department of Agriculture, in co-operation with the Welfare 
Branch of the Department of National Health and Welfare and the Universities 
of Saskatchewan and Alberta, undertook to repeat the level of living study com- 
pleted in 1943.1 
Areas Surveyed Heeb SBA OMS 

Three areas were chosen for the earlier study as representative of farming 
areas in Western Canada, one in west central Alberta, one in west central 
Saskatchewan and another in northern Saskatchewan. These three regions 
generally differ in age of settlement, in type of farming, in degree of economic 
security and in level of living, although there is a considerable amount of over- 
lapping depending to some extent on soil conditions and type and size of farm 
within each area. Figure 1 outlines the boundaries of each area studied. 


The west central Alberta area lies adjacent to the main highway and rail- 
road between Calgary and Edmonton and includes the area around Red Deer, 
Lacombe, Ponoka and Wetaskiwin. It is representative of the better soils and 
level to gently-rolling terrain of the well-developed park belt region. These soils, 
which vary within the area from sandy loams to silty clay loams, together with a 
higher average rainfall and low rate of evaporation, provide surer growing con- 
ditions than those in a prairie region. This area is therefore relatively free from 
the uncertainty and instability to which grain growing in prairie regions is 
subject. It lends itself to a mixed-farming type of enterprise. The area is, 
however, not free from some hazards, particularly hail. In 1947 almost one- 
quarter of the farms studied had suffered some hail damage, 11 per cent had been 
hailed out completely. The west central Alberta region is the longest settled of 
the three studied. It was built up during the 1880’s and 1890’s. Land cleared by 


1 Edwards, F.M., Farm Family Living in the Prairie Provinces, Economics Division, Marketing Service, 
Dominion Department of Agriculture, Pub. 787, Tech. Bull. 57, March 1947. Edwards, F. M., Elliott, 
H. E. and Turnbull, H. M., Levels of Living of Farm Families in Representative Areas of Western Canada, 
Economies Division, Marketing Service, Dominion Department of Agriculture in co-operation with the 
Universities of Alberta and Saskatchewan (unpublished). 
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fire was fairly easy to break—trees for fuel and building, access to a good water 
supply and transportation facilitated by the completion of the Calgary-Edmonton 
Railway in 1891, all helped to further early settlement. 


Most of the west central Saskatchewan area is within a radius of 35 miles of 
the City of Saskatoon. Towns and villages in the district include Delisle, 
Dalmeny, Langham, Asquith, Warman and Osler. The area is representative of 
the dark brown soil zone of the prairie region although the presence of the 
relatively stable and remunerative whole milk market of Saskatoon, with its 
shopping and community facilities, gives it characteristics not common to much 
of the prairie region. The region is generally south of the park belt, although 
part of the municipality of Warman which is included in this Saskatchewan area 
is actually in the park belt. There is, however, a wide difference in soil types 
within the area. The heavier-textured soils of the Elstow and Blaine Lake 
associations are relatively productive and lend themselves to straight grain farm- 
ing, while the lighter-textured, less drought resistant soils of the Asquith and 
Biggar associations have proved more favourable for a livestock and mixed type 
of farming enterprise. The rainfall averages 3.5 inches less than the Alberta 
area, and its relatively high evaporation ratio and the variability of the rainfall 
generally make this area subject to a certain amount of instability. 


Although this area was partially settled and served by a railroad as early as 
1890, it was passed by as unsuitable for farming purposes until an influx of 
American settlers in 1902, with dry-farming techniques, demonstrated its pos- 
sibilities for wheat production. From that period on, settlement was very rapid.! 


The northern Saskatchewan area included two general regions. In north- 
eastern Saskatchewan were the Preeceville-Lintlaw, Bjorkdale-Carragana, and 
Aylsham-Carrot River districts, while the northwestern region included Meadow 
Lake, Loon Lake and Goodsoil. The area is located in a woodland region, 
mostly in the grey and degraded black soil zone. The relatively high moisture 
efficiency allows favourable growing conditions although weeds are a serious 
problem in most of the area. There is, however, considerable variation in 
productivity within the region. A few farms in the regions of Meadow Lake 
and Aylsham-Carrot River are highly productive. Although the soil in both 
areas is in the degraded black soil zone, it is heavy-textured and exceptionally 
productive. On the other hand, the Preeceville-Lintlaw area located in the grey 
soil zone has a relatively high degree of stoniness and the undulating to rolling 
- topography in addition to an original cover of heavy poplar growth has led to 
limited progress in bringing this land under cultivation despite some settlement 
as early as 1905. 


The northern area is the most recently settled of the survey areas and was, 
in 1942, generally representative of a pioneer stage of development. Much of it 
was settled in the early 1930’s by farmers forced from the prairie by drought who 
bought or homesteaded land in the ‘‘pioneer fringe’’ of the province. Favourable 
prices and generally good crops here during the war years gave these settlers an 
opportunity to pay off their debts and improve their land so that by 1947 farms 
in this region were much less representative of a pioneer stage of development 
than they were in 1942. 


Adequacy of Sample 
Random samples were selected in each of the three areas and farmers and 
housewives interviewed gave information concerning their incomes, expenditures, 


1 An indication of the rapidity of the development in the area can be shown by noting the growth of 
the City of Saskatoon. In 1901 Saskatoon was incorporated as a village; in 1903 as a town; and assent was 
given to the city charter in 1906. Archer, J. H., Historic Saskatoon, published by the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, Saskatoon, 1947. 
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material and cultural possessions, and social participation.! The 622 farms 
studied during 1942-43 were revisited in 1947, but records were obtained from 
only 416 of the original families still in the districts studied and eligible as ‘‘more 
than one person”’ households. Table 1 compares the number of farms studied in 
the three areas in 1942-43 with 1947. Although the number of families revisited 
in west central Saskatchewan is low compared with the number of families it was 
possible to revisit in the other two areas, the groups of families revisited in the 
three areas in 1947 were, as a whole, representative of those originally studied in 
1942-43.2, The main reasons for not being able to obtain repeat interviews were 
that the original family had sold out, moved from the district, or was no longer 
farming.? 


TABLE 1.—NUMBER OF FAMILIES INTERVIEWED IN LEVEL OF LIVING STUDIES 
CLASSIFIED BY YEAR AND AREA 


Year 
Area 
1942-43 | 1947 
Number 
Weasticentralwbertaiots, BL. GL UL AOL AS oe LT? Aad. 202 *150 
Mies Contra oaskatehe wan. c.c026o3 607s} « hele Ga « i Od. ohne bbs. ed. sleet 220 °1%3 
INOF heres aakalahewalvicn ie cuvacr. ol} heres ic dee ieteeataet » Pajads oobi d ish de. fs: 200 7143 


* Complete farm business information available on 124, 123, and 141 records, respectively. 


1 The adequacy of this sample as compared with census data is discussed in Edwards, F. M., H. E. 
Elliott, and H. M. Turnbull, Levels of Living of Farm Families in Representative Areas of Western Canada, 
Economics Division, Marketing Service, Dominion Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, in co-operation 
with the Universities of Alberta and Saskatchewan (unpublished). 

2 A comparison of 1942-43 figures for the original 622 records and the 416 retaken in 1947, to illustrate 
adequacy of the sample, is made in Appendix I, Tables 1-7. 


3 An analysis of the reasons for losing records in 1947 is given in Appendix I, Table 8. 


CHANGES IN FARM ORGANIZATION 


The discussion of changes in farm organization relates to farm type,! size, 
and tenure. Each is related to farm income and therefore helps to determine the 
farm family level of living. Wartime demands and controls, together with 
changes in cost-price relationships were expected to have had some effect on 
types and sizes? of farms during the period 1942-47. These changes were evident 
in farm organization, land tenure and capital investments. 


Saskatchewan Farmers Shifting to More Stable 
Types of Farm Organization 


The number of west central Saskatchewan farmers on whole milk farms 
which, with the proximity of the Saskatoon market, is a relatively stable type of 
farm organization, has increased almost 30 per cent since 1943. The main shift 
seems to have been from farms of a mixed type. This has left only about one- 
third of the farms in the area of a crop type, one-third whole milk, about a fifth 
livestock and another fifth of a mixed-farming type of organization—in an area 
that was once predominantly a prairie crop farming area. The change has perhaps 
been due to the fact that grain growing, particularly in this area where there is a 
high variation in rainfall, is subject to a great amount of instability. The 
increased consumption of milk and favourable milk prices would encourage the 
shift in the direction of a whole milk type of organization in the market area. 


In northern Saskatchewan the farms were still predominantly of a livestock 
type; one-quarter mixed and less than one-fifth of a crop-type organization. 
Crop farms had decreased 26 per cent since the previous survey, the correspond- 
ing increase being in the mixed farms. 


In Alberta, almost two-thirds of the farms were of a general livestock type, 
about a fifth were whole milk, a tenth mixed, and only 5 per cent of the farms were 
crop farms. Table 2 shows the distribution and per cent of farms by type and 
year for the three areas studied. 


TABLE 2—NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FARMS IN 1942-48 AND 1947 CLASSIFIED 
BY TYPE AND AREA 


Type of Farm 
Area 


Year Crop Livestock Mixed Whole Milk] All Types 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
West central Alta..........<..: 1947 6 5 81 65 13 ii 24 19 124 100 
West cetttral Sask? fe. 1943 35 28 23 19 34 28 IL 25 123 100 
West central Sask.............. 1947 ul 30 22 18 24 20 40 Be 123 100 
INDTUNETUSAS Ks: ss ckbo wane eooe 194.2 31 22 84 60 26 ASio] oe cts ees 141 100 


Northern Sask.................| 1947 23 16 83 59 35 25 sete fle ees | 141 100 


1 The amount of labour used in each of the main farming enterprises was the basis in determining farm 
types. Average labour requirements on crop and livestock enterprises were calculated for the west central 
Saskatchewan area in 1943. This method of analysis was applied to the records of the present study and 
provided for the establishment of farm types. Farms devoting 77 per cent or more of the labour require- 
ments to crops were designated as crop farms. Farms devoting 37 per cent or more of the labour require- 
ments to livestock were classed as livestock farms and those in the intermediate position were called 
mixed farms. Livestock farms were further divided into general and whole milk. Thus, four types were 
designated. Stutt, R. A., A Farm Business Study with Particular Reference to the Relation of Farm Types 
and an Economic Classification of Land. Cory-Asquith-Langham Area, Saskatchewan, 1948. Economics Divi- 
sion, Marketing Service, Dominion Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, (unpublished). 


2 Detailed farm business records were not taken in the west central area of Alberta in 1942 or 1948. 
The measurement of changes in the farm set-up must, therefore, necessarily be confined to northern and 
west central Saskatchewan, where detailed information relating to the farm business was enumerated 
in 1942 and 1943 respectively, and in both areas in 1947. However, in order to indicate the present relative 
position of the three areas with respect to the various features of farm organization, the 1947 information 
for the Alberta area is also included in this section. 
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West Central Saskatchewan Farmers Acquire More Land— 
Northern Saskatchewan Farmers Improve More 


There has been a substantial increase in the size of farms in the two areas 
of Saskatchewan. . The average size of farm in west central Saskatchewan 
increased from 3384 cropland acres in 1943 to 382 acres in 1947. In northern 
Saskatchewan the average size of farm increased from 128 acres in 1942 to 158 
acres in 1947. West central Alberta had an average cropland acreage of 224 in 
1947. which is somewhat higher than that of northern Saskatchewan but con- 
siderably lower than that of west central Saskatchewan. 


The purchase or rental of land accounted for most of the increase in cropland 
acreage in west central Saskatchewan since most of the arable land was already 
under cultivation. In northern Saskatchewan, on the other hand, much of the 
arable land had not been improved. This allowed an increase in cropland acreage 
on the land already possessed. On the average, about three-tenths of a quarter 
section was added to the farms of west central Saskatchewan by purchase or 
rental, while only half as much was added to the farms in northern Saskatchewan 
by this method. Conversely, the northern Saskatchewan farmers, by improving 
the land they already possessed, increased their cultivated acreage per quarter 
from 64 to 75, while west central Saskatchewan farmers increased their cultivated 
acreage per quarter by about one-quarter in this manner. 


Little Change in Number of Livestock 


The average number of livestock on farms of west central Saskatchewan 
remained about the same between 1943 and 1947. In northern Saskatchewan 
the average increase in livestock numbers amounted to 3 animal units per farm. 
Farmers in the area of west central Alberta had an average of 26 animal units per 
farm in 1947, which was double the number on northern Saskatchewan farms 
and 10 more than were on farms of west central Saskatchewan in the same year. 


Average Farm Capital Highest in West Central Alberta 


Operator’s investment in land, buildings, machinery and livestock in west 
central Alberta in 1947, amounting to $16,900, was nearly double the amount 
in northern Saskatchewan. In west central Saskatchewan, average farm capital 
amounted to $14,500. Higher land values, larger livestock numbers, and gener- 
ally superior types of buildings accounted for the values in the Alberta area. 


Farm capital in the two areas of Saskatchewan nearly doubled between 
1942-43 and 1947. This increase, however, represents to some extent higher 
valuations placed on 1947 inventories. The proportion of the increase which is 
due to the accumulation of capital goods during this period is difficult to determine. 


TABLE 3.—-TENURE BY AREAS, 1942-48 AND 1947 


Poe Ceatrnt West Central Sask. Northern Sask. 
Tenure pera iy at 
1947 1943 1947 1942 1947 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %, 
Owners.7. oes Be 94 76 45 37 73 59 96 68 120 85 
Part-owners) 98) Yo. 2p 18 51 41 42 34 41 29 19 13 
IRCnterss te ee ee 7 6 27 Dip 8 fi 4 s 2 i 


SUR G8 ata te ee em 124 100 123 100 123 100 141 100 141 100 
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Significant Trend Toward Land Ownership 


There has been a significant trend toward land ownership in the two areas 
of Saskatchewan. Only 7 per cent of the farms were rented in west central 
Saskatchewan in 1947 compared with 22 per cent in 1948. Only 2 of the farms 
studied in northern Saskatchewan were rented in 1947. Eighty-five per cent of 
the farms in northern Saskatchewan, 76 per cent of the Alberta farms, and almost 
60 per cent of the west central Saskatchewan farms were fully owned in 1947. 
Table 3 further illustrates this marked trend toward land ownership by com- 
paring the numbers of owners, part-owners and tenants for 1942-43 and 1947. 


FINANCIAL CHANGES 


The financial position of the farm family depends largely upon prevailing 
weather and price conditions. Variations in these two factors, resulting in 
instability of crop yields and returns, bring about corresponding year-to-year 
fluctuations in farm income, well illustrated by the 1942-43 and 1947 farm busi- 
ness surveys. On the other hand, the standards of farm families, which determine 
the expenditure pattern and level of living, tend to be established on the basis 
of, their long-run income. Long periods of average low income tend to establish 
the level of living on a low plane; whereas, long periods of high income tend to 
establish the level at a higher plane. 


West Central Saskatchewan Farmers Qualify for ‘‘Crop Failure’’ 
Payments in 1947—Living Level Remains High 


In 1942 in west central Saskatchewan (the year for which information 
gathered in 1948 applies) crop yields were very high and prices good, which re- 
sulted in correspondingly high incomes—higher than for many years. The level 
of living, however, had not altered significantly from the pattern established in 
the earlier and less prosperous years. On the other hand, the year preceding the 
second survey was characterized by significantly lower-than-average yields. 
Yields were low enough in many cases to allow farmers to qualify for ‘“‘crop 
failure’! payments. The living level accompanying this relatively low income 
showed signs of an upward adjustment which was permitted by preceding years 
of prosperity. 

The areas of west central Alberta and northern Saskatchewan are, however, 
less subject to the instability of income occasioned by yield variability than the 
area of west central Saskatchewan and a closer relationship exists, therefore, 
between current income and level of living in these two areas. 


Sources of Income 


In general, income originates from one of two sources: income from farming 
operations; and income from sources outside the farm, such as gifts, legacies, 
Prairie Farm Assistance Act payments, pensions, receipts from labour off the 
farm (lumbering, trapping, etc.), and family allowance payments. For the pur- 
poses of this study, family allowance payments are classified separately. 


Various measures are used for indicating the size of farm income. Their use 
depends on the particular conditions and characteristics for which information is 
required and for this study a concept of ‘‘net expendable income” was used. 
This net expendable income is the amount of money that remains to the farmer 
from his total receipts, which include inventory changes, after his ‘‘necessary”’ 
expenditures of current farm expenses and interest on debt have been paid. 
This amount is then available for cash living expenditure, capital expenditure, 
and debt repayment. The difference between net expendable income and these 
various expenditures represents accumulation or use of savings or use of borrowed 
capital. 


1 If the farm was in one of the 171 or more townships where the yield was less than 5 bushels (crop 
failure provision under Prairie Farm Assistance Act), it was eligible for $2-50 per acre for one-half the 
cultivated acreage up to 200 acres. If the farm was in a township where the yield was between 5 and 8 
bushels, then the payment was $1.50 per acre for the same acreage. 
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CHART 1 
SourcE oF Net EXPENDABLE INCOME IN 1942-43 anp 1947 CLASSIFIED By AREA 


Net Expendable Farm Income 


1947 [°.:-° ee a ee ee .° 
1943 WW, GIZA LI LLL 
1947 oe LLL 

1942 jae 

1947 


Receipts from Outside Sources 


1947 fs. 
1943 
1947 | 
1942 
1947 


Family Allowance 
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*Amounts that would have been received if family allowances had been paid at that time. 


Legend 
West Central West Central PE Northern 
Alberta Saskatchewan eee Saskatchewan 
West Central Alberta Has Highest 1947 Net Expendable Income 


In terms of total net expendable income in 1947, the west central Alberta 
area is highest with a total of $2,702. The area of west central Saskatchewan is 
far below with $1,869, while that of northern Saskatchewan is still lower with 
$1,549. For west central Saskatchewan this represents a considerable decrease 
from $2,727 shown for 1948, and an increase for northern Saskatchewan where 
the net expendable income for 1942 was $1,063. 


Farm Types and Income 


For the west central Alberta area there was no significant difference in the 
net expendable farm income! as between the crop, livestock and whole milk 
farms. On the average, livestock and whole milk farms had less acres than the 
crop farms. In general, those livestock farms comparable in size with the crop 
farms by acres had higher net expendable income. For west central Saskatchewan 
in 1947, whole milk farms showed substantially higher returns than other farm 
types, and in northern Saskatchewan crop farms fell into this category. With 
respect to the changes since the previous survey, all types in west central 
Saskatchewan had lower net expendable farm incomes in 1947 than in 1948. 
For the area of northern Saskatchewan, all types maintained their relative 
positions with respect to each other in the two periods, and all of them showed 
increases in income ranging from $353 for livestock farms to $1,129 for crop 
farms from 1942 to 1947. 


1 Net expendable farm income is that part of the total net expendable income derived from farm 
sources. 
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Considerable Variation in Net Expendable Income from 
Farm Sources between 1942-43 and 1947 


Chart 1 compares various sources of income for the two study years. There 
was a significant change in the size of net expendable farm income for the two 
areas of Saskatchewan. Net expendable farm income for west central Saskat- 
chewan decreased from an average of $2,608 in 1943 to $1,402 in 1947. This 
change was due to the exceptionally good crop in 1942 and a near crop failure in 
the 1946-47 crop year. Conversely, the chart shows a substantial increase in 
average net expendable farm income in 1947 over that in 1942 in northern 
Saskatchewan. The increase amounted to about $350. Contributing to the 
increase were the effects of more favourable prices and an increase in average 
size of farm. 


Outside Receipts Provide a Relatively Small Portion of Total Net 
Expendable Income 


Outside receipts, excluding family allowance payments, amounted to $135, 
$349, and $246 for the areas of west central Alberta, west central Saskatchewan, 
and northern Saskatchewan, respectively, in 1947. These made up a varying 
portion of the total net expendable income in 1947; 5 per cent in west central 
Alberta, 19 per cent in west central Saskatchewan, and 16 per cent in northern 
Saskatchewan. In west central Alberta they provided only one-twentieth as 
much as did returns from farming, one-quarter in west central Saskatchewan, 
and about one-fifth in northern Saskatchewan. Although outside receipts 
remained about the same in 1942 and 1947 in northern Saskatchewan, they 
almost tripled between survey years in west central Saskatchewan, largely due 
to substantial Prairie Farm Assistance Act payments in the latter year. 


Family Allowance Payments Approximately Same for All Three Areas! 


Family allowance payments were approximately the same for the three 
areas in 1947, and ranged from an average of $118 for west central Saskatchewan 
to an average of $130 for northern Saskatchewan.? For the areas of Alberta, 
west central and northern Saskatchewan, Family Allowance payments amounted 
to 4, 6, and 8 per cent, respectively, of total net expendable income. Except for 
the area of northern Saskatchewan, these appear to represent limited contribu- 
tions to total net expendable income. 


Significance of Family Allowance Payments Dependent 
on Size of Income 


Family allowance payments represent a type of income which is independent 
of farm organization and farm income. ‘The significance of family allowance 
payments in terms of their proportionate contribution to net expendable income 
is therefore dependent on the size of net expendable income. Thus, in 1947 for 
the area of west central Alberta, family allowance payments represented 11 per 
cent of net expendable income for those farms having a net expendable income 
ranging from $1 to $749, and only 2 per cent for farms having a net expendable 
income of over $3,000. Similarly, for west central and northern Saskatchewan in 
the same year, family allowance payments amounted to 9 and 15 per cent, 
respectively, of the net expendable income for those farms having a net expend- 
able income between $1 and $749, and to only 4 and 3 per cent, respectively, for 
farms having a net expendable income of over $3,000. Therefore, in periods of 
relatively low incomes, family allowance payments would become of marked 
significance as a supplement to farm incomes. 


1 MacNaughton, M. A., and J. M. Mann, Distribution and Use of Family Allowance Payments in Three 
Areas of the Prairie Pravinces, 1947, supplement to this report. 


2 These figures are averages for all families in the area, not just families receiving family allowance 
payments. 
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A similar relationship exists between family allowance payments and the 
level of living score,! since the level of living score is largely dependent on long- 
run income. Thus, in 1947 Family Allowance payments amounted to 10 per 
cent or more of the net expendable income for farm families with a level of 
living score of less than 15. Hence, for the families with limited conveniences 
and facilities, family allowance payments provide a fairly significant source of 
income. 


In 1947 Farmers Spent More Than They Made 


Chart 2 shows the source and allocation of net expendable income. For all 
areas in 1947, farmers spent more than they received. ‘The expenditures in 
Alberta exceeded income by about $200. In west central,Saskatchewan, expendi- 
tures exceeded income by nearly $1,200 and the corresponding figure for northern 
Saskatchewan was almost $500. In comparison, the 1943 figures show that 
farmers in west central Saskatchewan spent about $800 less than their income 
and in northern Saskatchewan farmers spent about $50 less than their income. 


CHART 3 
Disposirion OF Net EXPENDABLE INCOME IN 1942-43 aNp 1947 CLASSIFIED By AREA 
Cash wets 
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1 See Page 46 of this report. 
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These contrasting income and expenditure patterns indicate the tendency 
toward careful spending in the earlier survey which followed a period of generally 
low prices. In the later survey, which followed a period of higher prices, spend- 
ing seemed to be affected by some degree of optimism. Also contributing to 
this pattern of expenditure was the shortage of goods and services during the 
earlier survey. The supply became more abundant by 1947 and allowed more 
extensive outlays. 


Expenditures of net expendable income were made for cash living, debt 
repayments, and for capital goods. Chart 3 shows the comparative expenditures 
for these three items according to area and year of survey. 


Cash Living Expenses Account for One-Half Total Expenditures 


When cash living expenses are expressed as a proportion of total expenditures 
(excluding farm cash expenses and interest on debt,) they approximate one-half 
of the expenditures. For the area of west central Alberta, cash living expenses 
represented 50 per cent of total expenditures. The proportion was somewhat 
lower in west central and northern Saskatchewan, where 43 and 47 per cent, 
respectively, of the total expenditures were accounted for by cash living. Cor- 
responding cash living claims on total expenditures for west central and northern 
Saskatchewan in the earlier periods were 42 and 52 per cent, respectively. 


The highest average cash living expenditures were made in the Alberta area, 
and amounted to $1,446. In west central and northern Saskatchewan, they 
amounted to $1,303 and $958, respectively.! Corresponding figures for the earlier 
period were considerably lower, and amounted to $871 in west central Saskat- 
chewan and to $529 in northern Saskatchewan. 


Average Farm Debt Reduced by One-Half 


Average farm debt in west central and northern Saskatchewan was reduced 
by one-half between 1942-43 and 1947. Payments on debt were somewhat less 
in 1947 that they were in 1942-43. Debt payments amounted to $408 for west 
central Saskatchewan in 1943 and to only $316in 1947. In northern Saskatchewan, 
debt payments amounted to $122 in 1942 and to $115 in 1947. For west central 
Alberta in 1947 they amounted to $217. These payments constitute a rather 
small proportion of the total expenditures. 


Farmers Draw on Savings or Reserves for Large 1947 
Capital Expenditures 


Capital expenditures are of such a nature that they can be more readily 
postponed than other types of expenditures. The low prices and poor yields of 
the thirties restricted any noteworthy capital expenditures during that period. 
These expenditures were further postponed during the war years due to shortage 
of supply. Thus, a large backlog of requirements appeared. This backlog, 
accompanied by increased purchasing power and general optimism regarding 
future income, resulted in extensive outlays in 1947. Capital expenditures in 
1947 amounted to $1,240 for west central Alberta, to $1,483 for west central 
Saskatchewan, and to $958 in northern Saskatchewan. In comparison, capital 
expenditures in the earlier year amounted to only $656 for west central Saskat- 
chewan, and to $360 for northern Saskatchewan. The relatively large capital 
expenditures in 1947 necessitated drawing on savings or reserves, especially for 
the farms of west central and northern Saskatchewan where expenditures for 
that year exceeded income by about $1,200 and $500, respectively. 


1 These averages are based on the 124, 123 and 141 records in west central Alberta, west central Saskat- 
chewan and_ northern Saskatchewan respectively, for which complete farm business information was 
available. They therefore differ slightly from the figures in the expenditure section of the report based 
on a larger number of records. (See Table 1). 


CHANGES IN LEVELS OF LIVING REFLECTED BY FARM 
FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURE 


Increased income during the period between 1942-43 and 1947 enabled 
farmers to reduce the average farm debt by one-half, and the accumulation of 
savings and reserves made possible large capital expenditures in 1947, once 
supplies were again available. Not all the increase was turned back into the 
farm however, because during this same period the farm family’s level of living 
rose markedly. 


The following chapters discuss changes in family living levels from three 
different points of view. First, changes are measured by variations in farm 
family living expenditure. This may be done in two ways; by a study of the 
economic level of living, which is a comparison of total family living expenditure 
levels for the years under consideration, allowing for changes in the price index; 
and by comparing expenditure patterns or the percentage of total outlay spent on 
varlous consumption categories. Secondly, changes in farm housing and con- 
veniences in the farm home reflect changes in family living levels. The third 
measure is a special scale for rating socio-economic levels which takes into con- 
sideration the long-term accumulation of material and cultural possessions and 
participation of family members in group activities. 


Total Economic Living Level of Farm Families Rises 
Between 1942-43 and 1947 


The economic levels of living in northern Saskatchewan, west central 
Saskatchewan and west central Alberta, the three areas studied, fail to show any 
deterioration between 1942-43 and June of 1947 despite the increase in prices and 
curtailment of supplies which characterized the latter years of the war and the 
beginning of the post-war period. The economic living level in northern Saskat- 
chewan rose 60 per cent during this five-year period. In west central Saskat- 
chewan the rise was 28 per cent, and in west central Alberta it was 27 per cent. 
When the difference in size of family or the number of persons dependent on the 
family income! between the two years is allowed for, the percentage increase in 
the economic level of living in northern Saskatchewan is even greater, while in 
west central Saskatchewan and Alberta the increase is only slightly reduced. 


This economic level of living not only represents changes in total dollar 
expenditure for living, which show a much greater increase, but also takes price 
changes into consideration®. It therefore represents changes in the quantity and 


1'The number of persons in each family is reduced to consumption units according to the following 
scale, 


Age of Family Members Consumption U nit 
18 years and over 1-0 
12-17 years oy a) 
6-11 years -50 
Under 6 years -30 


The consumption weight of each family member was adjusted to the number of months the person 
concerned was fully supported by the farm income, including vacations. Any child born during the year 
under consideration was given the full weight of 0-3 (assuming the main expenses for a child’s first year 
are incurred at the time of its birth). Anyone partially self-supporting who paid for all his own personal 
expenses, including clothing, but did not contribute anything toward household expenses was given only 
one-half of the consumption weight indicated for his age. Those who paid only part of their personal ex- 
penses were computed as representing three-quarters of the indicated weight. 


2 The change in the level of living was calculated from family expenditure data collected in 1942-43 
and in 1947, and from the ‘‘Dominion Bureau of Statistics Farm Family Cost of Living Index for Western 
Canada” for the same time period. If the dollar expenditure for all goods and services should rise 86 per 
cent from 1942 to 1947 and their prices should rise 16 per cent, the increase in the level of living as reflected 
by the Al and quality of goods and services would be 60 per cent as in northern Saskatchewan (1-86+ 
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TABLE 4.—PERCENTAGE INCREASES IN THE LEVEL OF ECONOMIC LIVING 
BETWEEN 1942-43 AND 1947 IN THREE AREAS OF THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES 


Percentage Increase in Level of Living 


Area Per 
Per Per Person ° 
Family in Family ie ga tion 
% % % 
WNorthérn Sdakatéhewale cad. sede oak lgaccagn ateeie2 60 68 66 
Weat Central Saskatenewane. voca. 3 cc cee ate et eee 28 2 24 
West Central Alberta ei. oe sitive: he agin te aed gt Vale ot 27 23 25 


quality of goods and services purchased by the average farm housewife. The 
accuracy of these conclusions however depends on the accuracy of the price and 
expenditure figures on which they are based. The amount of increase in the level 
of living may be overstated because of the failure of price indexes to reflect the 
full increase in prices. Cuts in the quality of products and reduction or elimina- 
tion of services without any change in price are equivalent to price increases not 
reflected in the price index. But, even allowing for this, it appears that there 
has been a considerable improvement in the economic level of living of the farm 
famihes studied. 


Food and Clothing Outlay Not Responsible for Rise 
in Economic Level of Living 


The change in economic living level with respect to food was measured by 
comparing cash expenditures for food in 1942-43 and 1947, adjusted to price 
changes. It increased only 15 per cent in northern Saskatchewan and actually 
decreased 10 per cent in west central Saskatchewan, 2 per cent in west central 
Alberta. This does not mean, however, that the nutritional level of the farm 
family diets had been lowered.. Only about half the value of the farm food 
supply is secured by cash expenditure, the rest is produced on the farm. The 
farm families had increased the value of home production in all three areas. 
Assuming that food items have first priority in a family budget, we may there- 
fore satisfactorily conclude that farm families have been able to increase their 
home production to such an extent that not only have they been able to hold 
their own nutritionally in the face of rising food prices, but they have actually 
decreased their relative cash expenditure for food items in two areas. 


The change in economic living level with respect to clothing measured in a 
similar manner was found to increase 58 per cent in northern Saskatchewan, 16 
per cent in west central Saskatchewan and 11 per cent in west central Alberta. 
This probably means some rise in the quantity of clothing provided, although 
this is one category where a decrease in quality has meant a significant rise in 
price not reflected in the price index. 


Increases in other expenditure categories particularly operation, education 
and recreation, were much larger and accounted mainly for the increase in total 
economic living level. It would therefore appear, assuming that food and cloth- 
ing get first attention in family living outlays that the portion of expendable 
income available for family living by 1947 was sufficient, measured by the stan- 
dards of these farm families, to cover their needs for food in all three areas 
studied and for clothing in the two west central regions. 
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Two-Fifths of Goods and Services for Family Living 
Furnished from the Farm 


From one-third to two-fifths of the value of all the goods and services pro- 
vided for family living were furnished from the farm. These included the rent 
for the use of the house, food produced and fuel cut on the farm.! The proportion 
of home-produced goods was largest in northern Saskatchewan. This may have 
been due either to the lower incomes in this area or to the unavailability of a 
year-round supply of goods from a local retail source. The proportion of the 
living expenditure provided by the farm was smaller in 1947, in all three areas, 
than in 1948. Chart 4 compares the cash and non-cash living expenditures for 
1942-43 and 1947 for northern Saskatchewan, west central Saskatchewan and 
west central Alberta.’ 


Expenditure Patterns Change as Outlay for Living Increases 


The non-money income of families on farms, in the form of perquisites, 
represents a part of their consumption which is not as subject to change as their 
money expenditure. This results in a pattern of consumption which differs 
substantially from that prevailing in urban communities. Even so, as incomes 
increase and there is more money available for expenditure for living, the patterns 
of expenditure change. 


In 19438, the outlay for food and clothing took over half (55 per cent) of 
the cash living expenditure in west central Alberta, almost 60 per cent in west 
central Saskatchewan. In 1947, the outlay for the same two categories required 
only 43 per cent of the total cash living expenditure in both areas. When values 
of farm-furnished goods were considered, in these areas, it was found that food, 
clothing and shelter? made up 70 per cent of the total value of living in 1943, 
only 60 per cent in 1947. (Charts 5 and 6)‘. 


Families in a pioneer area would be expected to spend a larger proportion of 
their outlay for living on necessities such as food and clothing. In 1947, food 
and clothing still took one-half of the cash living expenditure; in 1943 they had 
accounted for 64 per cent. Including the value of home-produced goods, only 
20 per cent of the total family living outlay was left for goods or services other 
than food, clothing and shelter in 1943, whereas 30 per cent remained in 1947. 
(Chart 7)5. 

Expenditure patterns of families vary at different income levels as is shown 
in Table 5. Families with less than $200 cash per consumption unit for living 
required almost 60 per cent of this amount to cover food and clothing expenses. 
On the other hand, families with $600 or more cash available per consumption 
unit required little more than one-third of this for food and clothing. These 
latter families spent almost one-quarter of their cash available for living on 
education and recreation, those at the other end of the scale allotted only 10 per 
cent for this expenditure category. 


Categories of Family Expenditure 


For the purpose of this study the following classification of categories of 
goods and services consumed was used. The purpose for which the goods and 
services were used, rather than their nature, governed the classification of most 
items in these groups. 


1 Methods for Analysis Re Home Production. Appendix II. 


? Supplementary information on average cash, non-cash and total living expenses per family and per 
consumption unit for all three areas are in Appendix III, tables 1-9. 


3 Shelter includes only rent for the use of the farm home. 


4 Supplementary information on dollar and percentage allocation of total living expenditure and rN 
living expenditure among various consumption categories available in Appendix III, Tables 10-17. 


5 Tbid. 
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CHART 4 
COMPARISON OF FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURE IN 1942-43 AND 1947 CLASSIFIED BY ARBA 
$ $ 
220 2/LO 
2,00 Boas 
/. P00 (800 
4,b6¢0 1600 
EOS 1400 
1Zece 1200 
4, eo60e Bays 
G00 


200 


1942 1947 1947 


Northern ' West Central West Central 
Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 
(A A Cash Expenditure lie ws Non-Cash Expenditure 


Food included all food purchased and the cash value of food furnished by 
the farm. Meats, poultry, eggs, dairy products, fruit, vegetables and honey 


Here valued at what they would have brought the farmer had he sold them during 
the year.! 


Clothing included all items purchased during the year, footwear and the cost 
of materials for clothing made at home. 


Household operation included rent;? fuel, farm furnished! and purchased; 
light; automobile;? telephone;* maid and seamstress wages; furniture and textile 
furnishings such as rugs, bedding linen, towels, etc.; tableware, machines, bat- 
teries, kitchenware; soaps and cleaning materials and equipment; repairs; cold 
storage locker rent and processing charges; dry cleaning and other miscellaneous 
goods and services necessary to operate a household. 


1 Method of calculating the Value of Home-Produced Goods, Appendix II, Section A. 
> Rent for use of the farm home was considered to be 15 per cent of the value of the house: Adjusted 
Valuation for Houses 1947, Appendix II, Section D. 

’ Half the current expense for automobile or one-quarter the current expense for a truck used partly 
for family travel was charged to family living, the remainder to the farm business. If both a car and 
truck were operated, one-half of the automobile and all of the truck expenses were charged to the farm. 


4 Half the current expense for the telephone was charged to family living, the remainder to the farm 
business. 
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TABLE 5.—PATTERNS OF EXPENDITURE CLASSIFIED BY CASH LIVING EXPENSES PER 
CONSUMPTION UNIT 


~ 


Cash Level of h | Educa- Life 


epoutes yaad ba Flee ae Clothing} Health Opera sheaeel Personal Py eek Sheed Total 

per C.U. tion 
ccs % % % aE? % % % % 
Ue A eeceices 76 10-6 37-0 22-0 8-0 15-0 10-0 7-0 USO! Ns save ates. 100 
200-299...... 116 13-5 32-0 20:5 8-0 19-5 12-0 6-5 GD! | ekcsesaven 100 
300-399...... 100 16-6 27-5 18-0 9-5 21-0 15-0 6:5 1-5 1-0 100 
400-599...... 82 19-8 23-0 16-5 8-0 23-5 19:5 5-0 3°5 1-0 100 
600 and over 42 21-0 21-5 15-0 7°5 22-5 24-0 4-5 4-0 1-0 100 


Health expenditures included medicine and drugs; doctor and dentist fees; 
nurse and hospitalization; accident or health insurance; other expenses such as 
eye examinations and glasses, funeral costs and trips for health services. 


Education and Recreation expense included amounts paid out for school 
expenses, including books, fees, board and extension courses, magazines, papers, 
music and books, social activities and associations, sports equipment and toys, 
vacations, church, charity, gifts and weddings. 


Sundry Personal expense included barber, hairdresser, cosmetics, toilet soap, 
toothpaste, shaving soap, refreshments, tobacco, drinks and meals away from 
homel. 


Life Insurance included premiums paid on life or endowment insurance for 
any member of the family. 


Special Savings were special amounts set aside separate from farm business 
accounts for some member of the family, usually not the operator. They con- 
sisted mostly of special savings from family allowance payments for the children 
for future education or other purposes. 


Food Largest Expenditure Item 


The total food expense averaged from 35 to 37 per cent of the total living 
expenditure in all three areas studied; about one-quarter of the family cash 
expenditure was for food. The cash food expenditure, however, is only about 
one-half? the total family food cost—the rest they produce themselves. ‘The 
west central Alberta farm family spent an average of $7.30 per week on food in 
1947 with an additional $7.00 worth of food from the farm compared with a total 
of $12.90 in 1943. West central Saskatchewan farm families spent $6.50 a week 
in cash and used food produced on the farm worth $7.00; they spent $12.70 
altogether in 1943. In northern Saskatchewan, families spent only $5.30 in 
cash on food and secured an additional $8.90 worth from their farms. Their 
total food cost per week in 1942 was only $9.40, even though families were 
larger then.? 


Families in all three areas allocated their cash food dollars in much the same 
way. For the average family the picture is about like this: in 1947 for every 
$1.00 cash spent on food, the expenditure for fruit and vegetables was 33 cents; 
10 cents went for meat with the exception of Alberta where the average family 
spent 23 cents; another 10 cents bought dairy produce (14 cents in west central 

1Tn the 1943 schedule, only a total expenditure figure was obtained (Personal sundry: tobacco, beer, 
etc.), while the 1947 schedule was itemized as shown. 
2 Supplementary information on food costs are given in Appendix III, Tables 18-20. 


3 Average size of family: northern Saskatchewan 1942—4-8, 1947—4-55; west central Saskatchewan 
1943—4-5, 1947—4-7; west central Alberta 19483—4-2, 1947—4-3. 
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Saskatchewan); the remaining 30 to 50 cents went for groceries and other staples. 
The allocation of the average family’s total food dollar, while much the same in 
all three areas, showed a considerable difference from the allocation of the cash 
food dollar. About one-quarter was allowed for fruits and vegetables, a fifth for 
milk, cream and cheese, a third for meat and eggs, a tenth for cereals, bread and 
flour, and the remaining fifth for butter, fats and other staples.! 


Proportion Spent for Clothing Decreases 


Although for every dollar spent on clothing in 1942-43 the average family 
spent $1.20 in west central Alberta, $1.46 in west central Saskatchewan and 
$1.89 in northern Saskatchewan, the proportion of cash living expenses spent for 
clothing had actually decreased in 1947. Alberta and west central Saskatchewan 
families spent only 17 per cent and northern Saskatchewan families 21 per cent 
of their total cash outlay on clothing in 1947 compared with 19, 20 and 23 per 
cent respectively in 1948. 


Rent? Increases Most in Northern Saskatchewan 


Rent was the largest operational expense in all three areas studied. Homes 
had not been improved enough in west central Alberta to raise the average rent 
at all between the two survey years—it remained at $275. In west central 
Saskatchewan the rent increased 13 per cent, from $164 to $186. The greatest 
improvement, however, was shown in northern Saskatchewan where the rent 
increased by more than one-third, from $74 to $101. 


More Than 70 Per Cent Farm Families Provide Some of Own Fuel 


The fuel expense was made up of cash expenditure on wood, coal and oil 
and the value of wood furnished from the farm.* In 1947, more than 80 per cent 
of the farm families were providing some of their fuel from the farm in Alberta, 
70 per cent in west central Saskatchewan. In the North, only eight families 
purchased fuel of any kind in 1947. The cash expenditure for fuel averaged $61 
per family in Alberta, $64 in west central Saskatchewan and $2 in the North. 


Automobile Expense Doubles Between 1943 and 1947 


In 1947, less than 10 per cent of the farm families studied in Alberta were 
without some vehicle, car or truck, for family travel. In west central Saskat- 
chewan 15 per cent of the families were without any, compared with 40 per cent 
in the North. While there was little change in the proportion of families having 
such transportation, the expenses for this service had increased tremendously.‘ 
This.-may have been due either to increased upkeep on older cars and higher 
prices for repair services or, because of the removal of gas rationing, to increased 
travel by farm families in 1947. The expense for families with automobiles in 
Alberta averaged $118, more than twice as much as in 1943. Similarly in west 
central Saskatchewan the expense was $111, an increase of more than 70 per 
cent over that of 1948. In northern Saskatchewan where only about half as 
many families had passenger automobiles, the average expense was $80 in 1947. 
In addition to these families with passenger cars, between 15 and 20 per cent of 
the families in all three areas had trucks only and used these for family travel. 
When the expense for these was averaged in, the average transportation expense 
for all families was $104 in Alberta, $91 in west central Saskatchewan and $49 
in the North—$112, $108 and $82 respectively for families possessing some 
vehicle. 

1 Supplementary information on allocation of the food dollar is given in Appendix III, Tables 21-23. 
2 See page 28, footnote 2. 


3 See page 28, footnote 1. 
4 See page 28, footnote 3. 
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Telephone and Light Expense Same in 1943 and 1947 


The average amount spent for light in 1947 in west central Alberta and west 
central Saskatchewan was $16; in the North, only $13. The very slight increase 
in this expense would probably be accounted for by the increased number of 
families with electricity. 


Telephone expense included charges for having a telephone as well as for all 
long distance calls.1 The average expense for families with telephones in Alberta 
was $11, in west central Saskatchewan only $8—almost the same as in 1948. In 
northern Saskatchewan, only seven of the families studied had telephones in their 
own homes. Their average expense was $7. 


Less Domestic Service in 1947 


In west central Saskatchewan only 18 per cent of the families had domestic 
help in 1947 as compared with 23 per cent in 1943. Those who did have help paid 
more for it in 1947, an average of $154 as against $82 in 1948. In Alberta the 
proportion with some domestic service decreased from 28 per cent in 1943 to 15 
per cent in 1947; in the North, only 10 per cent had some help in 1947 compared 
with 17 per cent in 1942. The average expense for families with maid or seam- 
stress wages in west central Alberta was $50; in northern Saskatchewan it was $80. 


Cash Operational Expense Doubles Between 1942-43 and 1947 


Cash operational expense increased almost 90 per cent in west central 
Saskatchewan, 70 per cent in west central Alberta and virtually tripled in 
northern Saskatchewan. ‘The largest increases were in automobile expense and 
“other cash operational’’ items where the inclusion of more detail? in the 1947 
schedule may have accounted for some of the increase.? 


More Health Services Available to Rural Families 


More services were available to farm families, which compensated to some 
degree for the fact that they were making a larger outlay for such services in 1947 
than in 1942-43. For every dollar they had paid out for medical services in 1948, 
the northern Saskatchewan farm family was paying $2.05 and the west central 
Saskatchewan and Alberta families were paying about $1.35 in 1947. Compulsory 
payments for the Saskatchewan Government Hospital Services Plan would 
account for a larger percentage of the increased expenditure in that province. 
The tax levied for this purpose is $5 per person per year? with a family maximum 
of $30.5 In the North, some expansion of municipal schemes made the services 
of a doctor available to 44 per cent of the families studied. There was also an 
increase in the number of families in the west central Saskatchewan area with 
memberships in the Saskatoon Medical Co-operative. Membership fees amount 
to $1.40 per month for each adult, 80 cents for the first two dependents, and 40 
cents a month for each additional dependent. 


In Alberta, the tax levy for hospitalization was included in the 1947 expendi- 
ture estimates but not in those made in 1948, which would account for about one- 
third of the increased outlay. The tax rate varied in the Red Deer, Ponoka and 
Lacombe districts from 23 to 7 mills, making the average contribution for the 
89 families paying taxes for a municipal hospital plan about $20. 


1 See page 28,.footnote 4. 


? Some of the items omitted in this category in 1943 were : cold storage locker rent, ain averaged 
about $12 for families renting in 1947; processing charges; and dry cleaning. 


3 Supplementary information on allocation of operation expense is given in Appendix III, Tables 24-26. 


4 The tax for the whole survey year was included in the living expenses, whereas actually the families 
were insured for only six months of it as the scheme was inaugurated in January 1947. 


5 For the purpose of this tax, a family consists of parents and dependent children under 21 years of age. 
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Expenditure for health took less than one-tenth of the total cash living 
expenditure in any one of the areas, and amounted to $112 per family in west 
central Alberta, $104 in west central Saskatchewan and $90 in the North.} 


Education? and Recreation Expense Increases Two and One-Half 
to Three Times Between 1942-43 and 1947 


For every dollar spent on education and recreation in 19438, the average farm 
family in 1947 was spending $2.62 in west central Alberta, $2.84 in west central 
Saskatchewan and $2.96 in northern Saskatchewan. The outlay amounted to 
about a fifth of the total cash outlay in 1947 as compared with only a tenth in 
1942-43. The average outlay was $265, $219 and $142 in Alberta, west central 
and northern Saskatchewan, respectively’. 


Donations to Church and Charity and Gifts Triple 


The $108 outlay for church, charity and gifts made in west central Alberta 
in 1947 was three times as large as the expenditure in 19438. In west central 
Saskatchewan, the 1947 outlay of $94 was also three times that spent in 1943. 
In the North, while only $41 went for these items in 1947, this amount was almost 
five times the $9 outlay in 1942. These items accounted for more than two-fifths 
of the total expenditure for “advancement” in the two west central areas, three- 
tenths of that in northern Saskatchewan. 


More Families Spend More for Vacations 


Not only did the number of families enjoying a vacation increase in all three 
areas between 1942-43 and 1947, but the amount spent per family increased two 
and one-half times in northern Saskatchewan, three times in Alberta, and ten 
times in west central Saskatchewan, although in this latter area, only seventeen 
families spent more than $100 for a vacation in 1947. Almost 60 per cent of the 
families in west central Alberta had some vacation in 1947, and spent an average 
of $90. In west central Saskatchewan only about 30 per cent of the families 
were able to get away from their farms for such a purpose. These families spent 
an average of $143 on holidays in 1947. Slightly more than 30 per cent of the 
families in the North had vacations in 1947, but the expenditure averaged 
only $74. 

Families Pay as Much for Vacations as for Education 


The amount spent on education, school books, fees and board, extension 
courses, music and lessons was $55 in west central Alberta, $48 in west central 
Saskatchewan and $34 in northern Saskatchewan. This accounted for about 
one-fifth of the total outlay for ‘“‘advancement”’ in the two west central areas, 
about one-quarter of that in the North. That is, families paid out as much for 
vacations as they did for education. The yearly outlay per family had more than 
doubled in Alberta and northern Saskatchewan, and increased 50 per cent in 
west central Saskatchewan. 


Families Spend More for Social Activities and Associations 


This item amounted to $36 in 1947 in west central Alberta, more than 
double the 1943 expenditure. In west central Saskatchewan the $28 spent 
meant that the outlay here had tripled since 1943. In northern Saskatchewan, 
the 1947 outlay of $36 also meant a tripling of expenditure for this category 


1 Allocation of 1947 Health Expenditure per Family given in Appendix III, Tables 27-29. 

2 Expense for education does not include school taxes which are paid with general taxes. 

8 Supplementary information on Allocation of 1947 Expenditure for Education and Recreation given 
in Appendix III, Tables 30-32. 
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since 1943. The outlay for sports equipment, toys and weddings, included in 
1947 but not in 1943, may have accounted for some of this increase. 


Less Than Ten Dollars Spent Annually for Reading Material 


The average outlay per family for magazines, newspapers and books during 
the survey year was only $6 in northern Saskatchewan, $7 in west central Saskat- 
chewan and $12 in Alberta. Although the amount spent in the North had 
doubled, about the same outlay had been made in the other two areas in 1948. 


Sundry Personal Expense Takes Less Than One-Tenth of 
Cash Living Outlay 


Sundry personal expenses accounted for from 5 to 8 per cent of the total cash 
living outlay. They had increased by about a tenth in Alberta, a quarter in 
west central Saskatchewan and had more than doubled in northern Saskatchewan. 
This was partially accounted for by the additional amount of detail included in 
the 1947 schedule. The outlay in 1947 amounted to $74, $66 and $78 in Alberta, 
west central and northern Saskatchewan, respectively. 


Few Families Had Insurance Protection or Special Savings 


Slightly less than one-half of the farm families visited in 1947 in west central 
Saskatchewan or Alberta had insurance for any member of the family, only 
slightly more than had been insured in 1943. In northern Saskatchewan, less 
than one-fifth of the families studied had life insurance, only 7 per cent had had 
any in 1942. The average premium reported for those having insurance in west 
central Alberta was $108, in west central Saskatchewan it was $56, and in the 
North, families paid an average of $57. 


The 1942-43 schedule did not include any savings. These special savings in 
1947 mainly took the form of amounts from family allowance payments put 
away for future use. Only about 20 families in either of the west central areas 
and 5 families in the North, reported any such savings. The average amount put 
away during the year by these families in west central Alberta was $89, $78 in 
west central Saskatchewan and $76 in northern Saskatchewan. 


CHANGES IN LEVELS OF LIVING REFLECTED IN THE 
FARM HOME 


The homes and housing of farm families are a reflection not only of the age 
and type of settlement in the district, but also of the family living level. To 
what extent were higher incomes and increased expenditure in 1947 and the 
additional four to five years of settlement reflected in the changes in the homes of 
the farm families studied in west central Alberta, west central and northern 
Saskatchewan in 1942-43 and 1947? 


Little Change in Structure and Finish of Farm Homes 


In 1943,! the types of structure and finish of the houses in the three areas 
studied differed markedly. While the most common type of house in northern 
Saskatchewan was the log house, most common in west central Saskatchewan was 
the unpainted frame house. The type most common in west central Alberta was 
painted frame. By 1947, there had been little change in house exteriors in any 
of the areas, but what improvement there was, was most marked in northern 
Saskatchewan. Almost half of the families in northern Saskatchewan were still 
living in log houses in 1947. These houses, often hurriedly constructed to meet 
an urgent need in early days of settlement, are likely to remain without major 
improvements until the farm capital has been very substantially increased. In 
west central Saskatchewan in 1947, about one-half of the homes were painted 
frame, the other half unpainted frame, but in west central Alberta a decided 
majority of the houses were painted frame (Chart 8).? 


There was very little improvement in the basement of the homes studied’ 
between 1942-43 and 1947.3 Very few houses were without basements either 
year. In 1947, there were slightly less than one-half of the homes in west central 
Saskatchewan or Alberta with full basements, mostly “‘improved”’ with boards, 
stone or cement. In northern Saskatchewan, however, less than 30 per cent of 
the houses had full basements, and altogether less than one-quarter of any of 
the basements had been ‘‘improved”’. 


Housing Space Not Problem in Rural Areas 


Generally speaking, housing space was not one of the pressing problems 
except in some areas of the North. The houses averaged 5.7 rooms in west 
central Alberta, 5.5 rooms in west central Saskatchewan and 4.3 rooms in northern 
Saskatchewan. These provided one or more rooms per person for 80 per cent 
of the families in Alberta, 60 per cent in west central Saskatchewan and more 
than 20 per cent in northern Saskatchewan. Two-fifths of the families in Alberta 
and west central Saskatchewan, and one-fifth in northern Saskatchewan had 
separate dining rooms, but while few families in the older settled areas were 
without either a living room or dining room, almost one-quarter of the families 
in the North had only a kitchen and a bedroom or bedrooms. The interiors of 
most of the homes in all three areas were well finished; the majority had softwood 
floors and all the woodwork painted. There had been a very marked improve- 
ment in interior finish since 1942 in northern Saskatchewan, with an increase of 


_! The 1943 figures throughout this chapter are based on a sample of 622 families studied in 1942-43, 
while the 1947 figures are based on data collected from 416 of these same families reinterviewed in 1947. 


* es Additional information on changes in house structure and exterior finish is given in Appendix IV, 
ables 1-3. 
3 Additional information on changes in type and finish of basements is given in Appendix IV, Tables 
6. 
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COMPARISON OF STRUCTURE AND EXTERIOR FINISH oF Farm Homgs 1n 1942-43 
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more than 80 per cent in the number of homes with finished woodwork and a 60 
per cent increase in the number of those having softwood floors. In all three 
areas there was more change in the interiors! than on the exteriors of the homes 
studied. The average value of the houses in west central Alberta remained the 
same, about $1883 in both 1943 and 1947. The 1947 valuation of $1240 in west 
central Saskatchewan showed an increase of 13 per cent since 19438, and in the 
North an increase of 37 per cent brought the value to $673 in 1947.2 


Farm Families Own More Radios, Cars and Telephones 
Than Urban Neighbours 


Although families in these rural areas possessed more radios, passenger auto- 
mobiles and telephones* than the cities nearest to them (Charts 9-11),‘ they 
lacked very many conveniences that might be considered essential by a city 
dweller. Lighting in the majority of homes was by means of gas or coal-oil 
mantle lamps, but while 30 per cent to the families in west central Alberta were 
enjoying the benefits of electricity, 30 per cent of those in northern Saskatchewan 
were still reading and working by the glow of kerosene wick lamps. Running 
water, in less than one-fifth of the farm homes in Alberta, was installed in less 
than one home in ten in west central Saskatchewan and in only one in one 
hundred in northern Saskatchewan. Even so, this was twice as many homes as 
had had these conveniences in 1943 in all three areas studied. 


Many Conveniences Still to Come to Farm Home 


A certain pattern of development for a typical farm home evolves when one 
studies the percentage of families possessing various conveniences.® Decidedly 
more families had a radio and sewing machine than any other home convenience. 
Therefore, these might be considered the first items which a typical newly- 
settled family would purchase. A transfer from a rope and pulley system for 
drawing water to some type of hand-pumping system was the next convenience 
incorporated. A bathroom, central heating, electricity and running water, on 
the other hand, were conveniences that the typical farm family was able to enjoy 
only after it was well established. In west central Alberta, about one-third of 
the homes had electricity and central heating, a fifth had bathrooms and running 
water. In west central Saskatchewan, while almost 30 per cent of the farm 
homes had central heating, less than one-fifth had electricity or bathrooms and 
less than one-tenth had running water. In northern Saskatchewan less than 10 
per cent of the farm homes in the area studied had any one of these conveniences. 
Chart 12 compares the percentages of families possessing various home con- 
veniences in 1942-43 and 1947°. 


Only Three-Quarters of Farm Families Report 
Ten or More Books in the Home 


The proportion of families having a piano in west central Alberta had in- 
creased from one-third to two-fifths between 1943 and 1947. In west central 


1 Additional information on changes in the interiors of farm homes is given in Appendix IV, Tables 


7-9. 

2 Where structural improvements had been made to a house in the years between 1942 and 1947, the 
valuation given in the 1947 enumeration was accepted; where no structural improvements had been made, 
the 1942-43 valuation was used, except where the valuation of 1947 was less than that of 1942-43, in which 
case the 1947 figure was used—minimum not less than $100. 

3 With the exception of northern Saskatchewan where only 5 per cent of the families had telephones. 

4 Additional information comparing household conveniences in urban and rural areas is given in Appen- 
dix IV, Tables 10 and 11. 

5 Based on percentage possessing conveniences in 1947, Tables 12, 13 and 14 in Appendix IV show that 
virtually the same patterns were evident in 1943 percentages. 

6 Additional information re possession of household conveniences is given in Appendix IV, Tables 
12-14. Table 15 gives a complete itemization of farm family ownership of 82 items of material and cultural 
possessions. 
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Saskatchewan it had increased from a quarter to a third, but in northern 
Saskatchewan only one family in ten owned a piano in 1947 and even fewer had 
had one in 1942. Almost all the families studied subscribed to at least one weekly 
newspaper and about one-fifth of the families in west central Saskatchewan and 
Alberta received a daily newspaper for 6 months or more of the survey year. 
The families in Alberta, on the whole, did more reading than those in the other 


CHART 9 


COMPARISON OF HOME CONVENIENCES IN URBAN AND RuRAL AREAS OF WEST CENTRAL 
ALBERTA IN 1947 
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two areas, subscribing to more magazines and agricultural periodicals. Even so, 
only three-quarters of the farm families in west central Alberta reported having 
10 or more books in the home. Seventy per cent of west central Saskatchewan 
farm families and about one-half of those in northern Saskatchewan had this 
number or more books in their homes.! Chart 13 shows graphically the extent of 
the reading material in farm homes in 1947 in the three areas studied. 

1 It is not feasible to compare the percentage subscribing to weekly newspapers, agricultural periodicals, 
or magazines for the two survey years because agricultural periodicals were divided between magazines 


and ae spapers in the earlier study. Children’s school books were included in the 1947 but not the 1943 book 
coun 
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Community Development Raises Family Living Level 


The type of construction and state of repair of the farm home, the number 
of household conveniences and material and cultural possessions are determined 
by the income level, expenditure pattern and tastes and preferences of the farm 
family. Many factors not attributable to the individual farm family, however, 
contribute significantly to its level of living. One of the most important of these 
is the development of community facilities. Such rural services in general suffer 


CHART 10 


CoMPARISON OF HomME CONVENIENCES IN URBAN AND RurRAL AREAS OF WEST CENTRAL 
CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN IN 1947 
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as a result of one great limitation—the characteristic lack of concentration of 
farm population. The elements of cause are to a great extent physical rather 
than economic in nature. In reality, it costs the rural municipality or other local 
governing body substantially more per capita than elsewhere to provide a level 
of community services comparable with those of an urban area. Even so, the 
development of settlement and the growth of such facilities between 1942-43 and 
1947 especially in the North have greatly aided the farm families in their pro- 
gress toward higher levels of living. 
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The distances to community facilities are shortest in west central Alberta, 
the longest-settled area, with the exception of the distance to the post office, 
which is, on the average, almost a mile further away than in the central 
Saskatchewan area. Farm families in west central Saskatchewan are further 
from a hospital, doctor, general store and church than families in the North. 
The better roads in west central Saskatchewan, however, make travelling much 
easier, and the larger centres although further away are easily accessible. 


CHART 11 


COMPARISON OF HomME CONVENIENCES IN URBAN AND RuRAL AREAS OF NORTHERN 
SASKATCHEWAN IN 1947 
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Doctors, Hospitals Closer; Medical Services Expand 


__ The greatest change in distances to community facilities in 1947 has occurred 
with respect to doctors and hospitals. These two important health facilities 
have been moved nearer the farm family in all three areas. Doctors are six miles 
nearer in northern Saskatchewan, slightly over two miles closer in west central 
Saskatchewan and about the same distance from farm homes in west central 
Alberta in 1947 as in 1942-43. Hospitals are six miles nearer the farms in northern 
Saskatchewan, about three miles closer in west central Saskatchewan and west 
central Alberta. 
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CHART 12 
COMPARISON OF HOME CONVENIENCES IN 1942-43 AND 1947 CLASSIFIED BY AREA 
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Not only were farm families in the areas studied closer to doctors and 
hospitals, but more medical facilities were available to them. In January of 
1947 the Saskatchewan Hospital Services Plan was inaugurated. This is a scheme 
of insurance whereby the cost of hospital care is shared by everyone in the 
province. This care includes free public ward accommodation, charges for 
operating and maternity case rooms, anaesthetics, x-ray and other diagnostic 
procedures. More families in the west central Saskatchewan area have taken 
advantage of health insurance provided by the Saskatoon Medical Co-operative. 
In the North, several municipal schemes have been devised to provide medical 


CHART 13 
Reaping MATERIAL IN Farm Homes In 1947 CLassiFIED BY AREA 
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practitioners. The municipality usually enters into a contract with a doctor 
guaranteeing him a salary or a fixed rate per person per year. The provisions of 
these schemes varied considerably from unlimited medical and surgical care to 
medical care only, with a separate charge for office calls. Financial support for 
these schemes is provided out of funds from direct taxation and a grant by the 
Provincial Department of Public Health. 


Alberta provides free maternity hospitalization and treatment for infantile 
paralysis to all residents and, in addition, has general hospitalization schemes 
operating in some areas. These schemes are of two types; the municipal and 
community hospital plans. Municipal schemes within the area studied are 
operating in Red Deer, Ponoka, Lacombe and Bentley. Support is partially 
through a tax levy which varies from 214 to 7 mills and resident taxpayers under 
this system have to pay only $1 per day while in the hospital. The community 
hospitalization scheme, operating in Wetaskiwin, is owned jointly by the city 
and the municipality. Under this scheme, which is the only one of its kind in 
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the province, each resident is responsible for his own hospital account when 
hospitalization is necessary. Such hospitalization is furnished at cost to rate- 
payers. The municipality is responsible only for accounts of indigent patients 
and therefore does not levy any direct tax for hospitalization. 


Most Community Facilities Closer in 1947 


It is encouraging to see that high schools in northern Saskatchewan are 
about eight miles from the average farm family as compared with twelve miles 
in 1942. There is now a community hall within an average of four miles of the 
northern Saskatchewan and west central Alberta farm homes and within six 
miles of west central Saskatchewan farm homes. A family need travel less than 
10 miles in northern Saskatchewan or west central Alberta, 17 in west central 
Saskatchewan, to reach a theatre. Athletic grounds are within an average of 10 
miles in all three areas (only 3 miles in northern Saskatchewan), and there is a lake 
or swimming facility less than 15 miles from most farm families interviewed. 
A general picture of the change in distances to community facilities from 1942-43. 
to 1947 for the three areas is illustrated in Chart 14.! 

1 Differences in these distances are further illustrated in Appendix IV, Table 16. 
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CHANGES IN LEVELS OF LIVING AS MEASURED BY A SCALE FOR 
RATING SOCIO-ECONOMIC LEVELS IN RURAL 
WESTERN CANADA! 


The instability of, and fluctuations in, net farm income from year to year 
make it difficult to measure levels of living of farm families solely from a study 
of the relationships between income and expenditure. Families are often enjoy- 
ing higher or lower levels of living than farm income for the current year would 
seem to justify. Furthermore, similar levels of expenditure may represent a 
wide variety of levels of living due to differences Rhee markets, standards or 
management. The level of living scale for rural Western Canada developed by 
Miss F. M. Edwards in 1943? provides a measure which reflects the long-term 
accumulation of material and cultural possessions and participation of family 
members in group activities, and relates them to the “prevailing average’’ 
standards of those of the entire population in the district in which interviews were 
made. This measure of level of living includes the use of goods purchased in 
past years as well as the use of newly purchased goods and services. Miss 
Edwards’ seale included 27 items. The levels shown by scores on these items 
are relative; the highest possible score is 27. 


The level of living attained by a family is relative to its long-term income, 
the length of time during which such an income has been available to it, and its 
tastes and preferences. The first of these items is a function of the situation of 
the farm, its physical characteristics, the type, the efficiency of management of 
the farm enterprise and the price and market for farm products. The second 
item is a function of the length of time the family has been established and settled 
on a productive farm. The third depends on the inherent characteristics of the 
farm family modified by the farm environment. 


The area studied in northern Saskatchewan was, in 1942, representative of 
the pioneer fringe of settlement. For the most part the land was characteristic 
of the grey soil zone, with bush and trees making it difficult to clear and retarding 
farm development. The Saskatoon area of west central Saskatchewan was 
predominantly in the brown soil zone, the area had been settled longer, and the 
presence of the city market allowed a type of farm enterprise which lent itself to 
more stability of income than is enjoyed by the more typical prairie “‘crop”’ 
farmer. On the other hand, the west central Alberta area has been settled longer 
than either of the other areas studied. It is in the black soil zone, and the devel- 
opment of a mixed-farming type of enterprise has led to relatively stable farm 
incomes. It is to be expected, then, that in 1943 the level of living would be 
highest in west central Alberta, next in west central Saskatchewan, and lowest in 
northern Saskatchewan. Such was the case as can be seen in Table 6. The 
average level of living score for all 416 families studied in 1942-43 was 12-8. By 
1947 the average score for these same families had increased 23 per cent to 15-7, 
the greatest proportionate rise having been in northern Saskatchewan. 


Only 4 per cent of the whole group had scores less than 5 in 1947 as compared 
with 13 per cent in 1942-43. On the other hand, while less than one-fifth of the 
families in 1942-43 had scores of more than 20, almost one-third had attained 


1 Hdwards F. M. ‘‘A Scale for Rating Socio-Economic Levels in Rural Western Canada,’’ a dissertation 
submitted to the Faculty of the Division of the Social Sciences in candidacy for the degree of Master of 
Arts, Department of Sociology, University of Chicago, August 1946, (unpublished). 


2 Ibid. 
3 For a list of these items see Appendix V, Table 1. 
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TABLE 6.—CHANGES IN THE LEVEL OF LIVING SCORE BETWEEN 194243 AND 1947, 
CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Area 1949-43 1947 | Percentage 
Increase 
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this relatively high level of living by 1947. The distribution of families classified 
by level of living score for both survey years is shown in Table 7. 


The most rapid advance had taken place in northern Saskatchewan where, 
aided by five good crop years and high prices, the level of living had increased by 
more than one-half. The least change was in Alberta where the homes had 


TABLE 7.—DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY LEVEL OF LIVING SCORE 
CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central West Central 
Level of Living Score Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 

1942 1947 1943 1947 1943 1947 
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already been well established in 1943. Further development of the district 
around Saskatoon as a source of fluid milk together with other factors increased 
the level of many families almost to the Alberta level, while a series of dry years 
for the crop farmers kept their living level relatively unchanged. Although in 
1947 the average level of living in west central Alberta was still highest, and 
lowest in northern Saskatchewan, with west central Saskatchewan in between, 
there was considerable over-lapping and the planes of living in the three areas 
were much more alike than in 1943. 


The length of the period of settlement and the standards and tastes and 
preferences of the people, which also help to determine the level of living, are 
interdependently reflected in the nationality of the farm family, their birthplace, 
the age of the operator and the education of the operator and his wife. 


As determined by this scale the farm families of British and Scandinavian 
descent had the highest level of living in all three areas studied in 1947, while the 
Ukrainian and Polish families had the lowest. This probably reflects the com- 
bined influence of standards and the length of time that the families have been 
settled.1 While by far the majority of British and Scandinavian families were 
born on this continent, the reverse was true for the Polish and Ukrainian people. 
Further, the mid-European families, in general, were able to bring much less 
with them to Canada in the way of capital or material possessions than those 
from the British Isles, Scandinavian countries or other parts of this continent. 


1 This statement may be further modified due to the relatively small number of some nationalities 
in the sample. Table 8. 
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TABLE 8.—LEVEL OF LIVING SCORE 1947, CLASSIFIED BY NATIONALITY OF 


OPERATOR 
Level of 
. . Number MOS 

Nationality + Living 
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(German. 2% cites Gere Seek Cee ees EDOM DATS ANE” EY SER ee eee oe cee 62 15-1 
ESRI RE tee Gee io, Mer. Bee ts Ue ee eke ee eee 16 14-9 
1276) BEST yaodity Aenea eeipete atten nee J seh: (pati st ibaa) eral once teint beatae nn edo SA thneten elo ete ued 10 10-6 
LOU See bhiishits’ eS Et Ree COMI RE ON © MOA REAR AT: ARE ESSS 5 Ohi B id AMA ce 8 he 82 We Ee Ds 25 8-0 
HOTS) Se PORE ane! 2a os ee A ORME we aa, elie, MEE ny PERE een FOES 44 16-9 
ING OHOEIMBSION | 0 Be Bie scan tsa ened Sa decbhas sn EOE «+ SUED cee lnc ane cae 1 10-0 
Totals A coved «1 lO de: Bh etsy. Bee Bees 416 15-7 


The average level of living score for the nationalities included in the study are 
shown in Table 8. 

The age of the operator also indicates to some degree the period of settle- 
ment, and it appears that the average level of living score is higher for families of 
older operators, notably those over 50 years of age. This can be observed in 
Table 9. 


TABLE 9.—LEVEL OF LIVING SCORE 1947, CLASSIFIED BY AGE OF OPERATOR 


Level of 
Number oe 

Age of Operator . Living 

Reporting Sues 
023044. 34 2. Sanwa, <i b. dee ot. cheese Bae Ge ete ee eee 101 14-6 
cee <i e ee, e | OR pee Omen Re ee eee ee oe eee me Aer 93 15-6 
SU Ret Meee Mek oR Wirtcds, 2 ROR orb e dierey tae ial As «otra le Eiceen athe mBieme 122 16-3 
GO anetoverwils. Mae liieed. Jee ROS SAY eee VI eee. |... eee 95 16-3 

INGTON a CON cc eka ah eh aa are oe ins ote ee ee ee ee ee ee rere re Ris 

AN OTACOS Joe os cs MR ee A a ER ae ek a ee er 416 15.7 


As the land is cleared and developed, families become established and income 
accumulates and opportunities for education increase. The family labour re- 
quirements decrease and finances permit members to attend school. There is_ 
too, perhaps, a higher value placed on education on this continent, while to 
settlers from many other countries, land is more important. It is apparent from 
Tables 10 and 11 that the level of living is highest for those with the most educa- 
tion. ‘To what extent these are interrelated as cause and effect is, however, 
difficult to determine. 


TABLE 10.—LEVEL OF LIVING SCORE 1947, CLASSIFIED BY WEIGHTED EDUCATIONS 
OF OPERATOR AND WIFE 


Number Level of 

Grade P Living 
Reporting Ses 
(PRES GENIE ee eee eek eee, OMe Sen lees Sones | Clee en eee 26 13-6 
S960 7 Seas)! 00.8 1 ABR Oe. DMLE SIRES. oo LO La re me 140 13-7 
CEE ceed. tie, ict Siete ARS 6c Ad Oe ek ies ee 84 16-1 
ei iit Lat omen mame als se ae Fr se pe mar ea seek chee « Rete So Ry sewer eMiay BA etme ache Thad 93 18-0 
LOSGEN2 Jodi ALL ETL EDO AE. SAS, SEO. chee ER, ATE ee | Ee 37 20-1 
12-G6ancd ONeELA .ccncosnanaeee.1 aiaeadeeet he Lt ene. RE EES RAS oe 2 22-5 
DRE RETO Pw 8 cls a xc es ake i Bea at Ghee ee a ee 34 13-1 


« Average education of husband and wife, weighted equally. 
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TABLE 11.—LEVEL OF LIVING SCORE, CLASSIFIED BY EDUCATION OF OPERATOR 


Number Level of 

Grade . Living 

Reporting Sy ies 
Leet eee A, eee ee Sore ete eh Jonesy AA me dear th AWN, pane ee PLAS UP «Be Fie Ay So eA 20 15-0 
B= 4ernaeye. Orly. 7). ORI OAL JOS. TORO. Jom DBL: 51 12-5 
Re VEO Ps ee eee cee ee, me, Soe eee eee Fae nw Perera ee 63 15-0 
aE en RT Te ee Tee Rn Oe ae ns pts Kaeecgtae boa es mM ekiet | bear al 16-2 
GADIET. STOLL. NSeeO220d .DALDINI2.GROUR LAUT A0s. JT BOLLS . 54 16-9 
ieee eral ata: soaotete ead: east?. ecapdaatot bure 31 18-3 
RCO VT eae A ge Lt ei. Ls A a maa eae PAN ESA oo ce ala ss 5 22-0 
Noiitormationtie HOre9. PO TOMLGUN), OU JAM olay Ops ¥ 21 13-4 


Living Expenditure Trends in Relation to Level of Living 


As the level of living rose, although the dollar amount spent on the various 
consumption categories increased, the proportion of total living expenses spent 
on these items followed various trends. In general, the proportion of total 
living expenditure devoted to food and personal items declined at progressively 
higher living levels. Conversely, expenditure proportions for other groups tended 
to increase at higher income levels, and notably so for operation, education and 
recreation. Clothing and health were borderline cases remaining fairly constant 
at successive levels of living although the proportion spent on clothing tended to 
decrease. It took almost three-quarters of the living expenses of the families 
with level of living scores below 5 to pay for food and clothing, while families 
with scores of 20 or more used little more than two-fifths of their total expenditure 
to pay for items in these categories. 


Summary 


Changing conditions between 1942-43 and 1947 brought about an average 
rise in level of living of almost 23 per cent for the 416 farm families studied in 
1942-43 and reinterviewed in 1947. The greatest proportionate rise was in 
northern Saskatchewan where the level had risen almost 60 per cent. 


Mainly responsible for this was an increased expenditure, made possible 
by increased incomes, although in 1947, current expenditures exceeded current 
income due to the use of savings and reserves for large capital expenditures. A 
general shift to more stable types of farming and an increase in the average size 
of farm together with increased prices contributed toward this increased income. 
There was also a decided increase in outside receipts, largely accounted for by 
crop failure payments in west central Saskatchewan and family allowance pay- 
ments, but on the whole, the farm provided from three-quarters to nine-tenths of 
the total net expendable income. 


As a result of these trends during the five-year period studied, the farm debt 
had been cut in half and there was a significant trend toward land ownership. 
Higher family levels of living were reflected in larger outlays for living, changing 
expenditure patterns, improved farm housing and increased numbers of con- 
veniences in the homes. 


Even after price increases had been allowed for, the level of expenditure 
showed a decided rise, particularly in categories other than food and clothing. 
Automobile expenses doubled as did cash operational expenses. Outlays for 
educational and recreational purposes increased two and one-half to three times 
between 1942-43 and 1947. Donations to church and charity and gifts had 
tripled. However, few families had insurance protection. 


1A dditional information on the allocation of living expenses classified by level of living score is given 
in Appendix V, Tables 2-9. 
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Expenditure patterns had also changed with the rise in income making for 
larger increments over and above outlays for food, clothing and shelter. . Includ- 
ing the value of home produced goods it was found that food, clothing and shelter 
made up 70 per cent of the total value of living in 1943 but only 60 per cent in 
1947 in both west central areas. In the North these same three categories took 
80 per cent of the family expenditure in 1942 and 70 per cent in 1947. 


Increasing incomes had not brought about much change in the exteriors of 
the farm homes, but there had been a marked improvement in interior finish 
since 1942-48. By 1947 families in the rural areas studied possessed more radios, 
passenger automobiles and telephones than their urban neighbours. Although 
they lacked many conveniences that might be considered essential by a city 
dweller, the proportion of farm families possessing most conveniences had jn- 
creased markedly since 1942-43. Community development had also made con- 
siderable contribution toward raising the farm family living level. Most facilities 
were closer to the farm home and more services were available. 


In terms of the socio-economic scale for measuring levels of living, living 
levels were up 23 per cent. Only 4 per cent of the whole group had scores less 
than 5 in 1947 as compared with 13 per cent in 1942-48. On the other hand, 
while less than one-fifth of the families in 1942-43 had scores of more than 20, 
almost one-third had attained this relatively high level of living by 1947. 


The net effect of the changes in price-cost relationships and crop conditions 
in the years between 1942-43 and 1947, as shown by this survey, was more farm 
income, not substantially supplemented from outside sources, and a change in 
the farm organization to more stable types. Debts had been cut in half, and 
increased savings and reserves during the earliest of these years, allowed for 
greatly increased capital expenditure in 1947 when supplies were again available. 
Family living levels had risen. The 1947 expenditure patterns allowed a much 
larger proportion of the family outlay for categories other than food, clothing and 
shelter, and farm families had many more conveniences and material possessions 
than in 1942-438. 


APPENDICES 
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APPENDIX I 


Adequacy of the Group of Families Revisited in 1947 asa 
Sample of Those Studied in 1942-43 | 
TABLE 1.—ADEQUACY OF THE GROUP OF FAMILIES REVISITED IN 1947 AS A SAMPLE 


OF THOSE STUDIED IN 1942-48 MEASURED BY A COMPARISON OF 1942-43 
AVERAGE TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES FOR THE TWO GROUPS 


Northern West Central West Central 
Living Expenses Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 

les, Per Family a | 

Group 1* Group 2+ Group 1 Group 2 Group 1 Group 2 

$ Mean] % |Mean| % |Mean| % |Mean| % |Mean| % |Mean| % 
C1000) 1) CORSE 691 67} 692 63} 800 21; 808 20; 856 10} 810 9 
LOOTATSOO ae tee ee: Dalids 20| 1,129 Dolpa 28| 1,145 27| 1,146 18} 1,152 21 
1S01=1600 aes he eee es 1,402 10] 1,413 8} 1,432 22} 1,430 26) 1,441 23) 1,443 23 
1601-1900, -eaeesiesue 8 1,770 Del aios 3| 1,740 Lh il aco 11| 1,739 20ink 00 18 
1901 and over... oc evns- 2, 242 Te, 242 ijn Bai 14] 2,172 16} 2,348 29) 2,303 29 
Aevereve:), ist bh ae | 892 100 911 100} 1,400 100] 1,377 100} 1,647 100} 1,633 100 


* Group 1 includes 1942-43 figures for all families visited in the original 1942-43 study, 200 in northern 
Saskatchewan; 220 in west central Saskatchewan and 202 in west central Alberta. 
t+ Group 2 includes 1942-43 figures for the group of families revisited in 1947. 


TABLE 2—ADEQUACY OF THE GROUP OF FAMILIES REVISITED IN 1947 AS A SAMPLE 
OF THOSE STUDIED IN 1942-48 MEASURED BY A COMPARISON OF THE 1942-43 
AVERAGE CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE FOR THE TWO GROUPS 


Northern West Central West Central 
Cash Living Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 

Expenditure Per Family|——2— S| [J 

Group 1* Group 2t Group 1 Group 2 Group 1 Group 2 

$ Mean| % |Mean| % |Mean| % |Meani % |Mean| % |Mean| % 
O-RGOO Wa. Los ere 397 70 401 69 450 21 464 22 508 14 499 15 
GOT=S800 sisi tects eee: 696 20 688 22 701 28 712 30 713 17 715 15 
SOT 1000 eernnvenee ees 890 6 884 D 895 16 905 17 899 25 903 29 
LOOT 1200 5... Son at ee eee 1,116 3] 1,130 2) 1,101 15} 1,105 15} 1,100 14; 1,104 13 
T1201 ANG OVEr..4 ests 1,346 1} 1,346 2| 1,542 20] 1,489 16] 1,554 SOL ola 28 
VOPR IC PS 3 cia ei heas a 516 100 Sai 100 911 100 871 100} 1,030 100} 1,009 100 


* See footnotes Table 1. 


TABLE 3.—ADEQUACY OF THE GROUP OF FAMILIES REVISITED IN 1947 AS A SAMPLE 
OF THOSE STUDIED IN 194243 MEASURED BY A COMPARISON OF 1942-43 
SIZE OF FARM FOR THE TWO GROUPS* 


Northern West Central West Central 
Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 

Size of Farm a Se. eS 

‘ Retaken Retaken Retaken 

1942 1947 1943 1947 1943 1947 

Cropland Acres No. % No. % | No. % No. | % No. | % No. | % 
INGOT DOOn caer eeu eee 173 87 122 85 74 34 40 33 133 66 100 67 
AN | 40] UA ee eee ae 22 ik 18 12 85 39 50 4] 40 20 29 19 
HAY Ute. 0 eee eee ae 3 1 3 2 31 14 19 15 13 6 9 6 
HHOTANGNOVON =... hei eee 0 0 0 0 30 13 14 ful 5 3 4 3 
No information......... 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 11 5 8 5 
rr 1 OI is a 200 100 143 100 220 100 13 100 202 100 150 100: 


* See footnotes Table 1. 
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TABLE 4.—ADEQUACY OF THE GROUP OF FAMILIES REVISITED IN 1947 AS A SAMPLE 
OF THOSE STUDIED IN 1942-43 MEASURED BY A COMPARISON OF 1942-43 
LEVEL OF LIVING SCORES* FOR THE TWO GROUPSt 


Northern West Central | West Central 
Saskatchewan|Saskatchewan Alberta 


* The definition of the level of living or socio-economic level of a family used for the purposes of this 
study was adapted from one suggested by Chapin and reads: ‘‘the position that a family occupies with 
reference to the prevailing average standard of material possessions, cultural possessions and participation 
in the group activities of the community.’’ The scale developed by Miss F. M. Edwards (‘‘A Scale for 
Rating Socio-Economic Levels in Rural Western Canada’’, A Dissertation submitted to the Faculty of 
the Division of the Social Sciences in candidacy for the degree of Master of Arts, Dept. of Sociology, 
University of Chicago, August 1946. (unpublished)) includes 27 items. These items are graded and scored 
for possession or non-possession. The levels shown by scores on these items are relative, the highest 
possible score is 27. 


t See footnotes Table 1. 


TABLE 5.—ADEQUACY OF THE GROUP OF FAMILIES REVISITED IN 1947 AS A SAMPLE 
OF THOSE STUDIED IN 1942-43 MEASURED BY A COMPARISON OF 1942-43 
AGE OF OPERATOR FOR THE TWO GROUPS* 


Northern West Central West Central 
Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 

Age of Operator Sra re Tey, Rie Pim ceny akce | 

etaken etaken etaken 

No. %i\ No. % No. % No. | % | No. | % No. | % 
Unger 30:1...9. HO. 11 6 ia 5 18 8 3 10 12 6 8 6 
30-34... 4... 2. oboe. | Page 13 24 17 2 10 3 11 21 11 14 10 
36°89... bo 2. ee Abe 26 13 10 re 16 4 0) 7 26 14 19 14 
NE UG 1% | aR acetenranes inte 57 28 45 31 a2 24 30 27 62 28 40 29 
5O=89r ds Oar 52 26 39 at 63 29 oo 26 48 26 34 24 
60 and over... . AURA 27 13 18 13 49 22 23 19} 28 15k 24 17 
PRGA g a yt oe CEES, 200 100 143 100) 220 100 123 100} 187t| 100} 139t} 100 


* See footnotes Table 1. 
{t The age of operator was not given on 15 records in this area in 1943 and 11 in 1947. 


TABLE 6.—ADEQUACY OF THE GROUP OF FAMILIES REVISITED IN 1947 AS A SAMPLE 
OF THOSE STUDIED IN 1942-48 MEASURED BY A COMPARISON OF 1942-43 
PERIOD IN FAMILY HISTORY FOR THE TWO GROUPS* 


Northern West Central West Central 
Poiad tn Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 
Family History Pore raed i8 
Retaken 5 Retaken Retaken 
No Tow Now dio: ve No % |iNot | % | No % | No % 
Noehildren: ce. 2543 15 8 9 6 20 9 12 10 13 6 10 7 
Pre-school a0) ae. cel 31 16 oi. 19 39 18 25 20 37 18 24 16 
Public sehool... 0... 55 27 33 23 32 14 22 18 tt 5 9 
Bligh sahogla f.. <3 O56 19 9 17 E2he “THD 4 3 2 3 re 3 2 
All eGo eee. ee 47 23 31 pepe 79 36 are 30 45 23 34 23 
All age groups 33 17 26 18 41 19 24 20 93 4.6 70 46 


* See footnotes Table 1. 
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TABLE 7.—_ADEQUACY OF THE GROUP OF FAMILIES REVISITED IN 1947 AS A SAMPLE 
OF THOSE STUDIED IN 1942-43 MEASURED BY A COMPARISON OF 1942-48 
WEIGHTED EDUCATION OF OPERATOR AND WIFE FOR 
THE TWO GROUPS* 


Northern West Central West Central 
Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 
Weighted Education OW Alc GR) Mipat ates hen aay Cee TEES... pee 
etaken etaken etaken 
1942 1947 1943 1947 1943 1947 


No. om@liNo. | % | NoWees vaiNG: | S40 No MmmerrtaNwe. 1 o, 


Grade m3 5c 36 18 23 16 19 9 10 8 13 6 12 8 
Grade 3-6- 7°5......... 88 44 64 44 94 43 50 40 45 22 oo Zs 
Grade 7-6- 8:5......... Al 20 34 24 57 26 yi 26 40 20 28 19 
Grade 8-6-10-5......... 27 14 17 12 38 17 24 20 67 33 48 32 
Grade 10-6-12-5......... i 4 4 3 10 4 6 5 26 13 19 13 
Grade 12-6 and over.... 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 1 5 3 3 2 
No Information......... 1 0 1 ] 0 0 0 0 6 3 5 3 
A OEADWS: Go seas duke 200 100 143 100 220 100 123 100 202 100 150 100 


*See footnotes Table 1. 


TABLE 8.—ANALYSIS OF RECORDS LOST IN 1947 LEVEL OF LIVING SURVEY 


R Northern West Central West Central 
ie Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 
No. % No. % No % 

Sold out, moved out of district or no 

longerfarrming tei eee ro eae 34 60 59 61 45 87 
Unable to interview after repeated calls 7 12 18 19 1 2 
Relused}... je Be a Re 4 7 10 10 4 8 
Not a representative family............. 3 5 3 = 0 0 
Not a representative farm.............. 3 5 5 5 ] 2 
Miscellaneousp.....).9%. . teOUP. a8... .4 6 11 2 2 1 1 
PLotall Aa... (Ue... 1. Gee). , ee ee 57 100 97 100 52 100 


* Of those who were no longer farming 14 were said to have retired, 4 in each of northern Saskatchewan 
and west central Alberta and 6 in west central Saskatchewan. 


Tt Of the refusals one housewife in northern Saskatchewan, one in Alberta and two in west central 
Saskatchewan were non-co-operative. 


t Miscellaneous included a housewife in west central Alberta who spent over half of the year in Sweden, 
six housewives in northern Saskatchewan who were ill at the time the call was made and two housewives 
in west central Saskatchewan who could not speak English and for whom no interpreter was available. 
The non-representative farms included a co-op farmer, one farmer with a very large acreage, a fur farmer, 
one at which the wife was the operator and hired all her help, and one where the son took over operations 
during the survey year. 
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APPENDIX II 


METHODS OF ANALYSIS RE HOME PRODUCTION 
A. Method of Calculating Value of Home-Produced Goods 


1. VEGETABLES: 


(a) Potatoes—1946 Gross Farm Values of Field-Crop Production in Canada 
by Provinces, (average farm price) Quarterly Bulletin of Agricultural 
Statistics, Vol. 39, No. 4 (October—December, 1946) pp. 185. 


The statistics for period corresponding most closely to the survey 
period (in this case while 5 months of 1947 were used, there were no 
statistics available so prices were assumed to be the same in these 
months as same period in 1946, so 1946 yearly average figures were used). 


(b) Other Vegetables—Estimates of farm prices based on the farm sale 
value at wholesale levels were obtained from co-operators and retail 
stores that purchased local garden produce. Prices from Edmonton 
garden produce reports available periodically in the “Market Ex- 
aminer”’ were listed. Prices from these three sources were averaged. 
(With such a small number of estimates available due to the fact that 
they were not collected throughout the whole survey period, these 
averages were weighted toward the mode of the estimates and the 
market quotations rather than using the straight mean, which average 
is so affected by estimates at either extreme of the price range). 


(c) Resulis— 


carrots). . VER IO, 2 beans Misha, Wott Yds obi 10 
beets’, Nr CRS. Cpeseen.. 2 cabbage} wnunrea tion Oiinwadls 2°5 
DATSUIDG fun WS cae ee 5 POCECR lc sctinte veka eaon t 10 
PTS Wiech hn nour es oe 2 SneuInere Ld ca ee wa 8 
NIG ates see coy tte 5 (gerking . eGR R108 a5 
Tadisheso YY, 420018). 984 4 10 Cailia: 2S. Oy OU Ae 5 
DOLALOOE oot tore 2 Celery pe. ge nts. Aces 9 
tomatoes-green. .......... 9 CAULEOWOE. Vo cc 6 cag spe he 15 
tomatoes-ripe............. 20 sminach crm rentt ty seaelles 10 
DEAS A RE se coe BS 10 SWISS COATO 4 4 odd -Baavetd conte 10 
CLE at re tek Cee e piss ee 4 LS EAE, Ug v1 aM Mah a NRG Ogee 20 
squash!) 19th BI99.0.77 


2. WiriKk 


1946 average price (subsidies included) at the farm for butterfat 
= 0-457 per lb. (Annual Report of the Dairy Commissioner for the Province 
of Alberta, 1946). 


1 cwt. milk =38-8 qts. 
(a) Cream—1 qt. cream =2.5 lb (test 35 per cent, considered average test 
by B. J. McBain, Supervisor, Alberta Dairy Cost Studies). 
1 qt. cream =2:-5 x 35% = -875 |b .of bf. 
= -875 x -457=40 cents qt. 
(b) Whole Milk—1 qt. whole milk =2-57 Ib. (test 3.6% control test in all 
city creameries). 
fF lo focit2e57 x10 <86i=+09 Ibe bf. 
‘: SOMOFOIN ES S09 x'9457°=4 cents at: br. 
. “<6 = +1 cent qt. for skim-milk=5 cents qt. 
(c) Skim Milk—30 cents ecwt. based on feed equivalents=1 cent per qt. 


(Estimate of B. J. McBain, Supervisor, Alberta Dairy Cost 
Studies). 
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A more accurate estimate of cream and milk prices might be obtained 
by securing ‘‘average cream test” and ‘‘average price paid per lb. butterfat’’, 
figures from all creameries and dairies in the survey area rather than relying 
on provincial averages and an estimated average cream test. (Such figures 
from a Lacombe creamery give average cream test as 33-3 per cent and 
average price per lb. bf. =48-27 cents). 


3. CHEESE: 


Prices of Factory Dairy Products in Canada by Provinces, 1946 
(Cheddar cheese based on prices f.o.b. factory), Quarterly Bulletin of 
Agricultural Statistics, Vol. 40, No. 1 (January—March, 1947) pp. 76. 


Results—Saskatchewan—24 cents per lb. 
Alberta—22.5 cents per lb. 


. CoTTAGE CHEESE: 


i 


Woodland Dairy is only dairy in Edmonton that handles cottage 
cheese—their wholesale prices are: 


12 oz. pkg. =18 cents per lb. 

7 lb. box=12 cents per lb. 

20 lb. box=11 cents per lb. 
The underlined price was used. 


5. BUTTER: 
Average prices for dairy butter for actual survey year—June 1, 1946 
—May 31, 1947, Monthly Dairy Review of Canada. 
Results—39 cents per lb. 


6. Larp: 
Lard was assumed to be included in the carcass weight of hogs. 


7. Honey: 


Values of Honey and Beeswax by Provinces 1946, Quarterly Bulletin 
of Agricultural Statistics, Vol. 40, No. 1 (January—March, 1947), pp. 93. 
Results—Saskatchewan—18 cents per lb. 
Alberta —16 cents per lb. 


8. Eaas: 


Average 1946 Values of Eggs Used on Farm for Consumption, Quarterly 
Bulletin of Agricultural Statistics, Vol. 40, No. 1 (January—March, 1947), 
pp. 81. 

Results—Alberta —28 cents per doz. 
Saskatchewan—26 cents per doz. 


9. Mrat: 


Yearly weighted average prices per cwt. of total sales in stockyards at 
markets in the survey areas were used. Annual Market Review, 1946 (as no 
weighted figures were available for 1947, the 1946 figures were used, the 
bulk of the slaughterings having taken place during fall months). Cattle 
and calf average values for the different stockyards were weighted by 
slaughterings for same market (pp. 14) and by weight per head (cattle: 
calves—5:1'), to arrive at a weighted value per cwt. Adjust this value to 
dressed weight (56 per cent). 


‘ Estimate of W. D. Gainer, formerly Agricultural Economist, Economics Division, Dominion Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 
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Ex.—At Calgary: Cattle—164,324, Calves—16,560 
Weighting by numbers, cattle to calves =9-92:1 
Weighting by Ib. per head,“ ‘“ ‘ =5-00:1 (approximately) 
Total weighting, cattle to calves =49-60:1 or 50:1 


Average price per cwt. for cattle = $10.25 50 x $10.25 = $512.50 
Average price per cwt. for calves = $10.80 1 x $10.80=$ 10.80 
ASEH BFS Lk eae lade RP ih Searle ee 51 $523.30 


$523.30/51 = $10.26 per cwt. 


Average weighted price for cattle and calves at Calgary for 1946 there- 
fore is $10.26 per cwt. 


Hog prices, were quoted as dressed weight. It was felt that the 
proportion of lambs to sheep consumed on farms would not compare with 
the proportion of each sold off the farm and it was therefore deemed that 
a value weighted by stockyard slaughterings would give too heavy a weight- 
ing to lambs and thus make the price too high. Therefore, separate lamb 
and sheep prices were calculated. When it was not stated whether meat 
came from lamb or sheep and it was not possible to deduce such from the 
weights of the animals (lambs up to 90 Ib. average 73 lb., sheep average 
123 lb.)—sheep price was used. These prices were adjusted to dressed 
weights (46 per cent). All dressing percentages were obtained from ‘“‘Con- 
version Factors, Weights, and Measures of Agricultural Commodities and 
Their Products’, Economics Division, Department of Agriculture (Novem- 
ber 5, 1943), pp. 8. The hog premiums were allowed for by increasing hog 
price 50 cents per cwt. dressed. (i.e. a little under the B; premium). 


[ee Prince 

esulls— Albert Saskatoon Edmonton 
LOLA etre, spteteh hee a tend net 17-0 18-0 17-0 
org "had adele in aie Rodale ieee, deapctaomnmatnng 18-0 18-0 18-0 
Bieber  itstsiscise ity SPs ame 10-0 12-0 11-0 
te, ee errr rr). 24-0 26-0 24-0 
eT a ao ne ea esD 15-0 15-0 15-0 


10. Pouutry: 
The average monthly prices to producers for B grade poultry for the 
exact. survey year were used. Statistics obtained from H.P. Brownlee of 
the Statistics Branch, Alberta Department of Trade and Industries. 


Results— 
Hens and chickens. ............ 22-0 cents per lb. (dressed weight) 
Sivkevetes.. Mo. in... thomal . 33-8 cents per lb. (dressed weight) 
Gléése. Meir erent The 21-6 cents per lb. (dressed weight) 
Pucks 88 oo Aerts eee 23-6 cents per lb. (dressed weight) 


Average weights to be used for poultry if wezght not given. Average 
weights as obtained from poultry departments of Edmonton packing plants: 


Dressed Weights 
Chickens Turkeys Ducks Geese 


Edmonton Producers’ Association........... 4 12-14 6-7 10-12 
PuPhs es Payers. Widrurs -aud eres 8 41% 12-14 54% 12 
PINE I aLCHePIOtan, .Dincaniment of Agriculiy 04-2 _- — a 
PADS ORK CTS 4 on wren horace + la on 4 15 4% 11 
BW EPERE NOIR ea, ES ns Desde ue capes 4 413 5 11 


Cents per lb. dressed weight. 

bLocker plant estimate. 

¢ Actual weights of all birds bought in August and November: (400 birds each month) August=4-04 
lb.; November =4-3 lb. 

4 Trend in turkeys larger, hatcheries selling new broad-breasted birds. 
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To convert chickens to dressed weight, multiply weight by 0-88; 
drawn weight by 1-323. To convert dressed weight to live weight, multiply 
by 1-136. 


11. Fisx: 

Average price round to producer June 1946—June 1947; statistics 
obtained from Department of Fisheries, Province of Alberta. Price=12-5 
cents per lb. 

12. CEREAL: 

Cereal from own wheat is 2 cents per lb.; Quarterly Bulletin of agri- 
cultural Statistics. (Assume own grinders). 

13. Soap: 

Estimate of Farmer’s Co-operative in Red Deer that purchased home- 
produced soap: 8 cents per bar (or pound). 

14. Fur: 

Average price obtained for poplar delivered by farmers at 6 collieries 
in Edmonton was $6.00 per cord. This was adjusted to co-operators’ 
estimates. 

Result— 
$5.00 per cord 
$3.00 per load? 
B. Summary of 1947 Prices Used for Home-Produced Goods? 

Root Vegetables 24c—wt. 50 1b.8 Mab Ae. 5 cents per qt. 
CAYLOERE ITS vaso ic ale cores Qe 2 conta pen lhg \“Credttes vcs Case esauiee chee aaa 40 cents per qt. 
pera RN | ts one tales | - ne BUEN as can baetin's gus sn eee 39 cents per lb. 
tumtipe Bk cots Neneh Urora won Oe, LAN, Aenean included with 
OMODS io. t tee reece te ee 5 by TaN pork wt. 
TADS OB a. on Se masle oneal be mcarnsy- 10 dye See Saska- Edmon- 

ert toon ton 

Potatods!) . CELUI aaa <7 2 cents per lb Mada (conte ver don) 26 26 98 

Tomatoes Honey (cents per lb.) 18 18 16 
ECON Tocry's oss tn abate eames 9 cents perlb. Cheddar Cheese 
TIPE. Wi ARP TS. data Wee 20 cents per lb. (cents per Ib.).... 24 "A 201 

Other Vegetables 7c—wt. 82 lb.2 Meat (cents per lb.) 

lainho 24 26 24 
SOK Lsl arr Gauant: hevoutia selena #9 ton flo BAC as sae et a 
35. doz. PORK. conte es 18 18 18 
DOANS 6. baa s Pee rN te oe 104 lb. venison......... 15 15 15 
eabbage... <tasrg. Ait. A: ay \ i ‘S 
IEE HIOG a tel eca or. weeykigrrdte fy 1D 4c, 3 aa So 21:6 cent Ib 
cucumbers ee TT ‘“c “ = a Bile acetate Pie se Semele eee : rd ay 
gwerking 5. peer veh alo bps + eg ei 2 aa So 8: “ “ 
dills..:. ae tt ee ees: & chickens and hens............ 22-0 
e ‘ ‘“ GUPROVS Moe eee Near dense 33-8 sas = 
Celeryieaay) - 2.  BeDIE. . auc G.,"T'* y 
permis 1. MEULOR YY Ot Len aie Fuel 
SPIELE IR 6 Ba ak satel ae 5s Po Se d $5 00 per cord 
Swiss CHALd...... ser... ee roe ert es ORS: ane ng twit opees P 
asparagiey, AyVOES,. Vale TS) 16 * 32:00 mex toad 
squash bbe oct. gha. ec aura ee: '- Sy) ee. Le A armen 8 cents per lb. 


1 Estimate of S. Mysak, Agricultural Economist, Economics Division, Dominion Department Of 


7 Sct (If possible all loads should be described in terms of length x width x height to enable transfer 
to cords). 


2 Valued at farm sale prices at wholesale levels. 
3 This price and weight is used when a vegetable is not specifically mentioned, but listed only under 


the general heading of ‘‘root’’ or ‘“‘other’’ vegetables. Otherwise a specific price and the weight as it appears 
in conversion tables are used. 
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C. Conversion Weights Used for Home-Produced Foods 


Item Conversion Weights References 
I; RotatoesvHiLesAwene. Ave! 1 bu 100 180. Ott aaco 3, 5 
II. Root vegetables............. 1 bu. —50 Ibina.v.f0!.. 1a. average of carrots, beets, parsnips, 
1 qt. canned — 2-75 lb. A.P....... turnips and onions. 
Fe ST a es ae 6 penton 1 bu. Poy | gh Fe treet heel ee oe , 5 
1 qt. canned — 2-75 1b. A.P....... 6 
Figetho cities ccc rors 1 bu me BOLD bee. fen. tee ,5 
1 qt. canned — 2-75 lb. A.P....... 6 
OrenlOds, taxich aunts «ut - Fe 1 bu. =p 45 Ub, . cs acingid oh 33,0 
Uae eas aires Sa 6g BS 1 bu. me Ass toa ds als ee 3 3, 5. 
OnionsPne AIO AVE Oe, 1 bu. 50's: aA os 0: 
Rathisheswerds.csssgi- ons 1 bch — 0.33 Ib............. 3: 
LiL, Dontetoes..aadaun! echt wat. 1 bu. — 60 lb.............. aioe 
1 gt. canned — 2-75 lb. A.P....... 6. 


NOTE: When type of tomato was not specified it was grouped with 
‘tomatoes’. Green tomatoes were grouped with pickles. 


IV. Other vegetables............. 1 bu. S01 tL. Pale Ae average of peas, beans, corn, cab- 
bage, lettuce, cucumbers, cauli- 
flower and spinach. 

1 qt. canned — 2-91 1b. A.P....... average of peas, beans, lima and 
snap, cabbage, cauliflower, corn, 
okra, pumpkin, spinach and 


squash. 
Asparagus...% .. form oe iss 1 qt. canned — 41b. A.P.......... 6. 
Beans, lima in pod.........1 qt. canned — 4-5 lb. A.P........ 6. 
‘Deans, GUaD..;.c2cseeae .. 1 bu. — 32 lb hos Pie 
1 qt. canned — 1-75 1 ALP ae. 6. 
Cabbage or sauerkraut..... 1 bu. Mie Oe LEN eae ke a iacuietine oi Ok 
1 qt canned — 2. SID MAGE ce 9, 
SAUNOWOR GA. 66s). ahhdee ns 1 bu. 7g GOR Sa eC Neen 3, 5. 
1 qt. canned — 1:75 lb. A.P....... 9. 
fort, if BUSES... 0). 0c he cas 1 bu. a Me 9 aed cc) pea 3; 5. 
1 ear Ser, UI BIS dak ee eal r 
1 qt. canned — 11 ears or 4-1 lb.. 
GEO a Me ere ieee 1 qt. canned — 1- 5 a Gad Santali as 6 
Peas, green in pod.......... 1 bu — 3,0 
1 qt. canned — 4- sg LES ie ee 6, 9, 7 
POG RU pao s eve vae 1 qt. canned — 3 lb. A.P........... 6. 
OID AON Veen chuck schon ees 1 qt. canned — 2-5 1b. A.P........ 6. 
Squash, summer........... 1 qt. canned — 2-25 lb. A.P....... 6. 
V. Jams, jellies and pickles..... Pat canned —— 2 iD... ck. he dene a 
VEE Ore hee No. of lb. fresh per qt. canned..... 6, 8. 
ADDIOS Poet fee Oo ods k we 2-7 
Ug i ek eae ee eee 1-8 
Berries, incl. currants...... 1-25 
CYAUADBIES lt chic l ee os 1-6 
COTTA eek eae) eich 1-4 
Hank lai # Ryman eae a a 1-7 
Peaches.. 2-25 
PGAES: toate eek cits 2-25 
Ta ee, Cee eg 2,25 
Strawberries and rasp- 
DOPEICS mews wateno ttehendnerite Price per quart A.P. 50 cents was used, so no conversion was used for 
fresh quart. Preserved: 1 qt. = 1-25 lb. = 44 cents. 
VII. Meat, fish and poultry....... live to dressed wts................ 3 


— 


© WONArM PF wO Ww 
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D. Adjusted Valuation for Houses 1947 


In enumeration, 1947 values put on houses averaged over 80 per cent 
higher than values in enumeration of 1942 in northern Saskatchewan survey 
and over 50 per cent higher in west central Saskatchewan. In west central 
Alberta values put on houses in 1947 survey averaged only 1 per cent higher 
than those given houses in the 1948 survey. 


Values of houses are used to establish rental costs. Fifteen per cent was 
used in 1942-43 level of living studies and it is proposed to use the same for 1947 
study. Eighty per cent plus increase in value of houses in northern Saskatchewan 
and virtually none in west central Alberta would mean increasing rental costs 
80 per cent plus in the former area and practically none in the latter. It does not 
seem reasonable that rents should be advanced to such an amount in one area 
and not in the other. It has been decided that where structural improvements 
have been made to a house in the years between two surveys, valuation given in 
1947 enumeration should be accepted; where no structural improvements have 
been made, then the 1942-43 valuation should be used, except where the valua- 
tion of 1947 is less than that of 1942-43, in which case the 1947 figure is to be 
used—minimum not less than $100. 
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APPENDIX III 


SUPPLEMENTARY TABLES ON FARM FAMILY LIVING 
EXPENDITURE 


A. Total Living Expenditures 


TABLE 1—AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER FAMILY 
IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN IN 1942 AND 1947 


1942 1947 Increase 
pacar ms A RIE TI winweRt, : nie ae) 
CGE OU TLS Daley g605 ceo ee i ee oe, Ann ee a a ae ey | eee Bis, 961 86 
IN Deena Levine ren en aes te ter ane Ladocemmnan: aa ates nc ee 376 635 69 
OLAL I WINS OX DON SAS cana dimngve-se-teree ten (ae 82s oY aS BTC EE DER SEU SAT OE 2 893 1,596 79 


TABLE 2.-AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER FAMILY 
IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN IN 1943 AND 1947 


1943 1947 Increase 
cam OR 1 AGE | faemagine ppevilegiGt 
Ret eT OR DONGE RG nso vn SEINE heey wale bs Des dian aie aS ol eT | 912 1,303 43 
Orme aer MN VING CXPCISES. ccs cases cis dososs ala Bee yas sare Ta oak vee 4 | 488 584 20 
Total living expenses....... RAE eet alee Oe “tp OY &4NGR rn eeEe re” ae | 1,400 1,887 35 


TABLE 3.—AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER FAMILY 
IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA IN 1943 AND 1947 


1943 1947 Increase 
‘ated 8 /OASPGDRUNe Toe 
Ro BEES OUT SO Mists fd LB 5 aig to eee Gtk bess ose BG Aa een bh 1,031 1,440 41 
PR OnsCAS LIVING CXDONSES ins sia oho ve 6 ee ds bis cre Beeb eta ss babes. « ak 616 680 10 
TOLL UV ite OXNOUNMGEe 2.0 be nyo R Re in vac cite ee ES SR CR ee 1, 647 2,120 29 


TABLE 4.—AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER 
CONSUMPTION UNIT? IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN IN 1942 AND 1947 


1942 1947 Increase 
CaaS VINE BIOONSOS lois. apa wdiccw » af) <4 5s Aa Les oR abate cys SA 133 258 
Nonetisn. livinkiexponses AO! ccd) ck ols cobs ve dae dope cbbeiBaecess dae. 97 170 
Totalaiving exponses4 ... AEG ...dicc. 0+ .devretror meres pMeERy rrr rerT TT 230 i 428 


a There were 3-87 consumption units per family in northern Saskatchewanin 1942 and 3-73 consumption 
units per family in 1947. 
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TABLE 5.—AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER 
CONSUMPTION UNIT* IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN IN 1943 AND 1947 


1943 1947 Increase 
$ : Ta 
Cash, Iiving GXDCnS6d in 5 msec es oe ek oe Tt -eBCE EEEE A+ SEB et 249 341 38 
Non-¢ash living exponsegs, 104888 ha ae tee ce eee ee eee cokers 133 153 15 
TGbad ll Ville GLDCNSCaN as. cio. LP eaa oe Bilary poe: MRTEE hehe aay oar iru. 382 494 29 


® There were 3-67 consumption units per family in west central Saskatchewan in 1943 and 3-82 con- 
sumption units per family in 1947. 


TABLE 6.—AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER 
CONSUMPTION UNIT? IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA IN 1943 AND 1947 


1943 1947 Increase 
AR he $ % 
ashy iy ine POON GOR fee i her ll de a in ae 295 406 38 
Non casks livitmarpensesraae.. soho hiiciw oc ceab ds wee pe ee he eee eo eae wa 177 191 8 
TE OLAMIIC ANS CLNOUGES TiS. ous och as an Mk cater n Sept cre eee FRE A ate 472 597 26 


® There were 3:49 consumption units per family in west central Alberta in 1943 and 3-55 consumption 
units per family in 1947. 


TABLE 7.—AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER PERSON 
IN FAMILY* IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN IN 1942 AND 1947 


1942 1947 Increase 
a ne na) 
CACY iitextietioes tee ae ne tr eee ancient abe ae ita ates mentee 108 211 95 
IN Cineiats BTV ING OSHONse Rss her dav ieee Seek Ue Ee ae el waar 78 140 79 
COA) Jiggs exncrisee £5 Cale). es Nd oval eos Cee ae By 8 aaa as erat 186 351 89 


Sy There were 4-8 persons per family in northern Saskatchewan in 1942 and 4-55 persons per family in 
1947. 


TABLE 8.—AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER PERSON 
IN FAMILY? IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN IN 1943 AND 1947 


1943 1947 Increase 
hae SE Ela 
Cectekving expenses. '. | C88 ito eo gees eee ee 203 277 36 
Propmnsh liviveresnensee NO. 044s is cca bbs downs dose k ee sae ee 108 124 15 
OAM EO OSBINICOH.L. MOO fil dee. pts bi scx dha ae tae ee 2 xe 311 401 29 


® There were 4-5 persons per family in west central Saskatenewan in 1943 and 4-7 persons per family 
in 1947, 
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TABLE 9.—AVERAGE CASH, NON-CASH AND TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES PER PERSON 
IN FAMILY* IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA IN 1943 AND 1947 


1943 1947 Increase 
gat $ $ % 
Caeshlivine exponsonass i607 ces aw ra rereeers <4 HONE Tewkscoeeons 245 335 36 
Nonsenah living expenses:.....0 85%? 2. .9eegt....4.. 7 SPere'. 4752... 147 158 7 
PA MAT VIN CXONRCS. hod be Bel ds lode Bes ead bn BR wn doa de Bes 392 493 26 


® There were 4-2 persons per family in west central Alberta in 1943 and 4-3 persons per family in 1947. 


B. Cash Living Expenditure 


TABLE 10.—THE DOLLAR ALLOCATION OF THE 1942-43 AND 1947 FAMILY LIVING 
EXPENDITURE AMONG VARIOUS CONSUMPTION CATEGORIES, 
CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central West Central 
ten Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 
1942 1947 1943 1947 1943 1947 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 
TIGMG- uTOduced FOOd. ..m.eigiee as ve cub 277 462 317 367 307 365 
Cast food= a 4e5 S.A SS ee 211 278 344 338 364 381 
POCO OOK cs OY sss vols cele ee Gakeh 488 740 661 705 671 746 
BOnti (MOTECRSIU heen seer err eee 74 101 164 186 275 275 
Non-cash operational................... 25 72 7 31 34 40 
Cash.operationslaniiet, «+. ...¢>.c0n- +9. - 57 155 165 310 181 307 
Liiferknerance. wasieh 0... css ns cls dole 4 10 18 26 33 48 
Special SAVAReSnccrkes swe te cree als * 2 * 14 . 12 
Peraanal.. ot eee ok Ree eas 36 78 52 66 68 74 
(EL? Sadie Fre hite: 124 a: eS e Rei AE 44 90 77 104 84 112 
Education and recreation............... 48 142 77 219 101 265 
CO RR xc, Secs INE. <p tae, Mora arareden« 117 206 179 225 200 241 
‘Totabeash living; 2220) 7. ORTR or eee. 517 961 912 1,303 1,031 1,440 
POV Ine)... BE sc eed cas BB ccs « Aes 893 1,596 1,400 1,887 1, 647 2,120 


* Information not obtained in 1942-43. 


TABLE 11.—THE PERCENTAGE ALLOCATION OF THE 1942-43 AND 1947 FAMILY LIVING 
EXPENDITURE AMONG VARIOUS CONSUMPTION CATEGORIES, 
CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central West Central 


oe Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 

1942 1947 1943 1947 1943 1947 

% % % % % % 
Hoeme-produced food... .:....«nth...... 31-0 29-0 23-0 19-5 19-0 17-2 
(See RGOUs «SES TI So ee. 23-7 17-4 25-0 17-9 22-0 18-0 
"Total far see tan ee cys, 0 Rs 54-7 46-4 48-0 37-4 41-0 35-2 
Rent @on-cash)..4).. ..2f. ees eek: 8-3 6-3 12-0 9-8 17-0 12-9 
Non-cash operational..................- 2-8 4-5 3 1-7 2-0 1-9 
Cashronerational gm. .....1....$88.....0- 6-4 9-7 11-7 16-4 11-0 14-5 
Life ARBUrANGe, .. BB « cos 6 4... BBR. os ok: 4 6 1-0 1-4 2-0 2-3 
Special savings... OR. icc .d. MbEs.. ssh. . -1 . 8 .- 6 
Perma. iG oss + Be ie ees «Rahs 4-0 4-9 4-0 3-5 4-0 3-5 
i ee eee Gee) ee, ee ee 5-0 6:7 5-0 5:5 5-0 5-3 
Edueation and recreation............... 5-4 8-9 5-0 11-6 6-0 12-5 
GU EP ee et RO RS SER aes Oe 13-0 12-9 13-0 11-9 12-0 11-3 
PeOtes CASE TEVINGR, once docs 2M os abs 57-9 60-2 64-7 69-0 62-0 68-0 
Totakhivined. 2. ORES. 60s bie dbo hook: 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 


* Information not obtained in 1942-43. 
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TABLE 12.—CASH LIVING EXPENSES PER FAMILY, PER PERSON IN FAMILY AND 
PER CONSUMPTION UNIT IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN IN 1942 AND 1947 


1942 1947 

Item Pay Per Per Con- Per Per Per Con- 

Pani) Person in sumption Pisa i Person in sumption 
y Family Unit P Family Unit 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

EGO HO re ele atte ute’ PAM 44 55 278 61 74 
Clothing sine’ v2n.cacerec &. 117 24 30 206 45 55 
IM OCLSCR UMS) cri, pata amin 44 9 11 90 20 24 
Operational...... Feit Ae 57 2 15 155 34 42 
Education and recreation... 48 10 12 142 31 38 
PR OrOGtT i la eat 8h 36 8 9 78 Lz 21 
Life. msurance..2.5.5... 90)! 4 i} 1 10 Z 3 
Special savings............. * 4 : 2 1 1 
T Oba es eps er ati ke gala itd We 108 133 961 211 258 


* Information not obtained in 1942. 


TABLE 13.—CASH LIVING EXPENSES PER FAMILY, PER PERSON IN FAMILY AND 
PER CONSUMPTION UNIT IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN IN 19438 AND 1947 


1943 1947 

Item Per Per Con- Per Per Con- 
Per P : : : Per P é : 

Hatnily -erson in sumption Parity erson in | sumption 
Family Unit Family Unit 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

GO... . 4. SEES ck ss | RR ce 344 76 94 338 72 89 
Glothineg...j. He... .. «4 BRR. 179 40 49 22) 48 59 
ManicalaN....244akuaeee 77 alr 21 104 22 27 
OQnerational ou 6% |) BURL 165 Bae 45 310 66 81 
Education and recreation... ab 17 21 219 46 57 
Personal: teach ok Set 52 12 14 66 14 17 
Late NSUTAnce... <5 bec cons 18 4 5 27 6 vi 
Special savings............. ii 7 7 14 3 4 
Ji eS INR ete AA Were «atk 912 203 249 1,303 277 341 


* Information not obtained in 1943. 


TABLE 14.—CASH LIVING EXPENSES PER FAMILY, PER PERSON IN FAMILY AND 
PER CONSUMPTION UNIT IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA IN 1948 AND 1947 


1943 {947 
Item Per ip Per Per Con- Ree ' Per Per Con- 
Ab erson in | sumption : erson in sumption 
Family | “Family nit Family | “Family Unit 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 
Hoorn: .....¢ Ab... 1 brOk: 364 87 104 381 89 107 
Ciethinge Tee TT eee. 200 47 57 241 56 
Medical...[%..2.... 1082... 84 20 24 112 26 32 
Operational BB eS AE 181 43 Ps 307 71 87 
Education and recreation... 101 24 29 265 61 75 
Personal Re, Sane Se 68 16 20 74 17 21 
Hite insurance <t.. .. 3.0.14. 33 8 9 48 11 13 
Special savings............. * * . 12 3 3 
fi). oe oe aie ae ee Eb 1,031 245 295 1,440 334 406 


* Information not obtained in 1943. 
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TABLE 15.—AMOUNT AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE 
PER FAMILY, PER PERSON IN FAMILY AND PER CONSUMPTION UNIT 
IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN IN 1942 AND 1947 


. Per Person Per Consumption 
Item Per Family aa Waanile. Unit 

Amt. % Amt. Y% Amt. % 
Food 67 32 17 39 19 35 
MORIA eon eat oy. cbs sd cesgerh oh 6 hes 89 76 ZA 88 25 83 
ES is nn Be Oe: On ee ce oa 46 104 11 122 13 118 
eras iA lial sehen. FPG ns eons 0 vd» 98 172 22 183 27 180 
Education and recreation............... 94 196 21 210 26 217 
i ae bee A oes SR 9% apes «ribs 42 117 9 112 12 133 
Plo eutanees aft, fasiihk sas ne oo eet es 6 150 it 200 2 200 


TABLE 16—AMOUNT AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE 
PER FAMILY, PER PERSON IN FAMILY AND PER CONSUMPTION UNIT 
IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN IN 1943 AND 1947 


. Per Person Per Consumption 
Item Per Family in Family Unit 

Amt. % Amt. % Amt. % 
cove) ee a 7 ce | ae — 6 — 2 — 4 — § — § — 5 
OLS EE ae SE ae ALTER OND Ie 46 26 8 20 10 20 
Bi eCdretr it See a rh eee Rake ede. pa 35 5 29 6 29 
LES, SE nn Clears ew ineeen a 145 88 29 78 36 80 
Education and recreation............... 142 184 29 171 36 171 
etree od ee Se UR eh edn’ wee he 14 ait 2 7 3 Pi 
Lifefmsurance.. 28.4%. .;. ete 5 eae ee 9 50 2 50 2 40 


TABLE 17.—AMOUNT AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE 
PER FAMILY, PER PERSON IN FAMILY AND PER CONSUMPTION UNIT 
IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA IN 1948 AND 1947 


. Per Person Per Consumption 
Item Per Family eee Unit 

Amt. % Amt. % Amt. % 
TORRE Nee ce Ma ie eee ee LW 5 4 2 3 3 
CEN P Ri ee he a RO cass Prag ot 41 20 9 19 11 19 
jh Gor OE ge. eee Mmate aie J aaa e An 28 a3 6 30 8 33 
LB ere tS | ee ee eee Seer 126 70 28 65 35 67 
Education and recreation............... 164 162 37 154 46 159 
Persona Wie 76. ure. Cert ee Oa ee... 6 9 ‘4 6 1 5 
File INGUP AACE LR. Oe eee Re he eon cree 15 45 3 38 4 44 


C. Food Expenditure 


TABLE 18.—AVERAGE VALUE OF HOME-PRODUCED FOOD, CASH FOOD EXPENDITURE 
AND TOTAL FOOD COST PER FAMILY AND PER ADULT YEAR 
IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN IN 1942 AND 1947 


Expenditure Per Expenditure Per 
—— Family Adult Year 
1942 1947 1942 1947 
$ $ $ $ 
Walia of home-prod veed LOO. oo. oo csssninosincndeomsovnsaunencosaneun | 217. 462 68 118 
Ae AO APE NOIIIOUTOY oh sip 5 ose > edness ap wk eam 211 278 52 71 
SE Gaal RCL in het Ne a 5! «eh wisi blsals now rulstaiaremres 488 740 120 189 


23839—5 
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TABLE 19.—AVERAGE VALUE OF HOME-PRODUCED FOOD, CASH FOOD EXPENDITURE 
AND TOTAL FOOD COST PER FAMILY AND PER ADULT YEAR? 
IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN IN 1943 AND 1947 


Expenditure Per Expenditure Per 
separ Family Adult Year 
1943 - 1947 1943 1947 
$ $ $ $ 
Value of home-produced f006d. ..!.034.00<4..50 5. epee sss ot7 367 79 91 
CaS OOd expend iture.in ane so $c Bde ed: spew ene ok 344 338 85 84 
Otel f00d..cost. wiminnoninirininnirne eter emer rest 661 705 164 175 


TABLE 20.—AVERAGE VALUE OF HOME-PRODUCED FOOD, CASH FOOD EXPENDITURE 
AND TOTAL FOOD COST PER FAMILY AND PER ADULT YEAR» 
IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA IN 1943 AND 1947 


eee 


Expenditure Per Expenditure Per 
te ube tS Family Adult Year 
1943 1947 1943 1947 
eer ee $ 
Value of home-produced food..................-20008- 307 365 80 96 
Cashiood lexpetiditure... 08... dsc; Beals she oo ees 2aes 364 381 95 100 
BE OGATLOOC CORN, oe cA ee Se rok ee Saute he nie tae lg dee 671 746 175 196 


® One adult month is the equivalent of one person over 14 years of age in the home one month; children 
14 years of age or under equal one-half an adult unit. One adult year equals 12 adult months. 


TABLE 21—ALLOCATION OF 1947 FOOD EXPENSE IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 


Tio Value of Home- Cash Food Total Food 
Produced Food Expenditure Cost 

$ % $ % $ % 

Meat. fish and poultry... cy. snbacse ates. 113 25 25 9 138 19 

bs Wray an ae ne A ae 59 13 2 1 61 8 

Milk, cream and cheese..............0.. 140 30 11 4 151 20 

Tomatoes and citrus fruit............... 6 1 32 12 38 6 

ONG TEUIG ss ekg Santas she Gee ae ee 20 4 4s 16 64 9 

Vegetables...48.4.2 40. 2 C A aS. £3 59 13 17 6 76 10 

Corcals, bread aneiqiour. 0s csyiau.cnse dels tase as hod ae wid oa a 48 18 48 7 

EE) PRC ey Deer Om | eaamenen 0 ON genn 3 1 4 2 7 1 

Butter and othemiata. ... 1... .qiuieGere *62 13 15 5 77 10 

INEASCERTADOOUG.. 09.28 fos < 6G Ue dc oR RIS v wcdt < «OE Metab nol ace Sis ame 75 27 75 10 
Tet). Situ" Silat I See ee 462 100 =| 4278 100 «=| «¢740~=O«|«s100 


* Butter is the only item included here. The value of home-rendered lard is included in the value 
of the whole animal under meat. 


+ There was not a breakdown of purchased food on one record so the totals for ‘‘cash food expenditure”’ 
and ‘‘total food cost’’ include $600 more than the sub-totals for the food groups. 
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TABLE 22.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 FOOD EXPENSE IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 


Item . Value of Home- Cash Food Total Food 

Produced Food Expenditure Cost 
$ % $ % $ % 
BIGAN, 1151 ANG POM Y 62h. ccssnccsasevens 109 30 39 12 148 21 
HS papaaptis abe WSs» | geek Rt SAR pean 60 16 3 1 63 9 
Milk, cream and cheese................. 97 26 14 4 111 16 
Tomatoes and Citmis fruit... ....c6ccecccccse,ece 13 4 34 10 47 7 
PROTA et corto, § os Saw eco uae 15 4 48 14 63 9 
PU EMIEREYIOSTE 5 7 REA 6 © SO bracuiseucdvusdsiovtacccee 43 12 26 8 69 10 
Oe CR pC Os tS en ee ee ee 58 18 58 8 
ee ula es FE cue fra a4 ela 1 0 3 | 4 1 
Butter and’ other tates >. ee ee *29 8 33 10 62 9 
Miscelianeoue MAU ARM JACI AS PAM OTT ARISO Te 73 22 a3 10 
OA eet da sins @ die «cies sin de ea Ee 367 100 1338 100 1705 100 


* Butter is the only item included here. The value of home-rendered lard is included in the value of 
the whole animal under meat. 


+ There was not a breakdown of purchased foods given in 2 records so the totals for ‘‘cash food expen- 
diture’’ and ‘‘total food cost’’ include $750 more than the sub-totals for food groups. 


TABLE 23.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 FOOD EXPENSE IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA 


Item Value of Home- Cash Food Total Food 

Produced Food Expenditure Cost 
$ % $ % $ % 
Moat, fisit and poultry.) Aedes. oo 81 oe 86 23 167 23 
FS) ton ue Re A Ee ERT eee ee ee LO” 56 ite 5 1 61 8 
Milk. cream and cheese............24%". 127 35 9 2 136 18 
(Tomeatoomanic citrus: friit.s. un cos nos 4 1 43 11 47 6 
MGC SS TINE Re are hoy De Bs gisdites, ss bv ig 6+ 15 4 54 14 69 9 
Wemetables. !..dnwomA..)...-..c00e0 38 54 15 29 8 83 iid 
Cereals;-bread: and-flours)s2. sieve prea ss bees wees 56 15 56 8 
rR tee NS PRG Se ha ed 5 2 4 1 9 1 
IUCheL- ONG GUNOLALS. «boss os cd ea ov nee ae 6 35 9 58 8 
MEPOMANCOUST SE oe code foe cha echo cee ewe elec das ences 60 16 60 8 
ficleck (ue OS Oe eer See eee ee 365 100 381 100 746 100 


* Butter is the only item included here. The value of home-rendered lard is included in the value of 
the whole animal under meat. 


D. Operational Expense 


TABLE 24.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 OPERATIONAL EXPENSE PER FAMILY IN 
NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 


Item Amount | Percentage 
$ % 
PORES Oy DOWER 505 6 oS aT SLOTS A ee et ecieeses 103 oF 
ree tah ANC emeCASi nes 4 ces Soe So See ae OP Phy Met Rete RE SS AS Aen Soe ge 2) 74 23 
Ce A TP Ee ORES RO Ree REE Beh Pree bel kee he See eee. 49 15 
ETI, pnt Mil, Rae hoo. Tooke rag eee eta rsa ciiet steeds: 13 4 
RAR AOE VEN ES dd Ls UL, as esau ante haar caelum 4 eee ewe 8 3 
PR RORAR e me Fe Pets hehe PARAS CN AS NANG ESAS OU ASMA CERN ed Fe 00 5 os a8» 84 | 1 0 
cE eres Set AG oD Scone AER ETT ERC Ay SR enol Oe ene oT 80 24 
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TABLE 25.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 OPERATIONAL EXPENSE PER FAMILY IN 


WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 


Item Amount 
$ 
Rent-(cash-and-non-¢ash) ee re ee eee 189 
Fuelweashiand mon-casly) ie rr. cals we Qc hice Mine 0.5 Silc bake Mibin so baa 95 
A SVEGTINO LICE 2 acre oboe ad aon ox Wy ea nae ike a esac bie ie ce Ro ks ce 91 
Domestic Servite... 33. ic ees no be es te es 4 a he beens Bee 28 
Tut So oa bers 0 Geo ote B's oh es I oe bce DORN so Rs oR OO Ghee 16 
Telennonetd, 2840... bs vic thw sly abies AW alec eh 0g AE on, Eagan Piao se ER a nena nar 7. 
Other cash operational sc iea. cc bis 5 OU wai uhon 0 Ot Pho odes ae CREM ar bib ee Renee 101 
2 We). Re A A. SR i « Gem “+ Maa PUR Ps OP etme Ode rt 527 


Percentage 


100 


TABLE 26.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 OPERATIONAL EXPENSE PER FAMILY IN 


WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA 


Item Amount | Percentage 
$ % 
Rent (cash andnon-caehe, Pd PS. VIO s A BA BRO) I IE OO TORR 275 44 
Automobile... .:......:.... 208078. OPO IG PEs Oe, Pee OR ee, oe 104 17 
Puel (eas 6nd NOn-casiy) s.6 re scan oii © esis hte ie Sele A wie ening 101 16 
i Br Ves 61 ap NAN eS a a a ER ER MOMIME DI canoe seariruras co tyr Rr SRR ROW Ttne NT 16 S 
A ECSIECS OS cov ct : Ripon eas Ape ea A? AM SEA RO ROOMS Uae Sumy A ata nary: (4. gat 7 1 
Denrestiawenvicen fh BE TORENT oT ES TOE OEE 5 1 
CUEIOL CARD DOTAGIOD A: 08 os sled ace oh Candia Ais LS cee Me Cue Ree anes ae ee 114 18 
MESURE Se Se a hob ne cetelehensriralobie onto He peas. GREE wee oe eee ee 622 100 
E.—Health Expense 
TABLE 27.—ALLOCATION OF HEALTH EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY FOR 
134 FAMILIES GIVING A DETAILED REPORT= IN 
NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 
Item Amount | Percentage 
$ % 
Medicine and drugs. i... Sacc sos diva ces vale poe Abie SHO bs ok ee 11 15 
DOGCOR 8k occ Ss ve ols anid She ed a See ns 0 PO ORS SRE Ne: 12 16 
W349 Eo) AN ann aR a ar a a a re einai abies arandmaib atari 7 10 
Nurgeand! hospitalization (so) ...1. Fay ck. eA cd es o LANE occa 32 44 
OATS hae MNOS SEMEN RUAN, OER! Seer TOR SPEC lr BM COMUNE AA) Peete, Nt had 11 15 
Wotaley. odd «it. bedaulnal.ab leek boasbeomectod ventey ed ...sred. baleen fa 100 


8 The average health expenditure for all families was $90. 


TABLE 28.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 HEALTH EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY FOR 


116 FAMILIES GIVING A DETAILED REPORT= IN 
WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 


Item Amount 
$ 
RIUESE PTA oe Or) 03011) 2: i) ee! Se, , Sees Sanne + Raa Meee | Ste AE 17 
GLC 0) ett trea MNES «1 oA VCR ORSICRCR GANA REE: RAR PUREE ER OORT TRON -) crea pee Fm ed 21 
CTE maa <M 5c cvs cts cts apheresis cel so i EA ae es a ae ee 10 
Nurse and. hospitalization. 200.5 ooo Cs een ates peek De ee re et eee 40 
ac ae te ae ae. I, 3 sok cm: RTO oie sick Ee os ee 12 
PES OTRO ee he oe aE ce CeCe ce Ra fcuk be dotate ete lawn diene chen See 100 


® The average health expenditure for all families was $104. 


Percentage 
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TABLE 29.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 HEALTH EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY FOR 
145 FAMILIES GIVING A DETAILED REPORT=2 IN 
WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA 


Item Amount | Percentage 
$ % 
a Ta ee CRUE RTECS eM irs hong, oaths a Gat oe ea Be Ove Pe Sa ee 16 15 
NIC eM Se os, 5 iu sca He 8 aco + 6 3 RO ce eee ce Aue das vere ys ad « OE EO Sf 34 
Ue ES a NeW cdeaiven, (alctnte tliteeleamateih tees aaloateteel eees Byyich. EPR SrA) SON, 96 OEE 14 Us 
DRSGOIAN UC MIADIC AOE ALIN... Ac Ais. cca ce nl hs ci owen sas doles s gnesan 30 28 
ES eee eM geet en EAR ae Sa ee ey ROR Mls Oa eh 11 10 
Ne Te Sy Re ERs aaa Mg eh hee. Le «one Rete aae e 108 100 


a The average health expenditure for all families was $112. 


F.—Education and Recreation Expense 


TABLE 30.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 EXPENDITURE FOR EDUCATION AND 
RECREATION PER FAMILY IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 


Item Amount | Percentage 
$ % 
Tuer PCTAL ICY UNG Siltn: os cee oes sec as Pc ee ade ah vs eRe eesle a sete DBeass 41 29 
GCIs Hebi Tt IOS ANC ASNOCINUMONG : occee ct kb tor a cdeah sc cack wodewtoeeadlaas 36 25 
te Oe nas 2 eee nae de abe nig Oils Ory FA KEE GAH e Ok IRE’ Eb oe ees Obl ales 34 24 
TW eeeUIONS ok rs 5. 4 0 Re es she eas Brees os Balen Bc ncn RO , RTE: 25 18 
Magazines, papers’ and bookse4.....4.... Bha...: i111 Pewee ee Re 6 4 
CEO RAR BRS Ae CRRA SOON, MEIER Re Se, ee a ae a arn ae 142 100 


TABLE 31—ALLOCATION OF 1947 EXPENDITURE FOR EDUCATION AND 
RECREATION PER FAMILY IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 


Item Amount | Percentage 
$ % 
Rebate teeny OTR AME OEE 2a ee Ce yds wykingzeaies aa EE we. wes Boe weal erie e 94 43 
ora iy LCC Uk “eg ances iets Maik: at a as eh? oh ne 2. a vores. rn 48 22 
ee Ss a ae Oe ee re eek sh ee A Ree Es caw Me os bens baeba ees 41 19 
ROCHA CLI VAtICS 1 ASSGCIAtIONS. 3 chic et eee A EAR tt 12 ee ttt ote es eee eos 28 13 
Mera ines. PApeie Ghd DOOKS2n sso eae Tee ble bee ede tea gee 7 3 
Fe ee ee a eee eS See Ue Lo Be een ee St ae a oe ee, a219 100 


a The total on which this average is based is $200 more than the sum of the sub-totals because of a 
miscellaneous item of $200. 


TABLE 32.—ALLOCATION OF 1947 EXPENDITURE FOR EDUCATION AND 
RECREATION PER FAMILY IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA 


Item Amount | Percentage 
$ % 
hacen anatternd Sits... Bo \. sc ge 5 eke bea 4 ot they wep Oates ebe cbse tebe gee 108 41 
ACE BP AN deh AME ore GAO ss oc As os Oh sw os Le cas beeeemeeuen Pp. he 55 21 
Education...... ee ry Ge. i! Ria «Salata: bye TPES = ie GOOUREES  .aieeions 54 20 
re BRLiantiCSeend ASSOCIALMMUIS....4... Malo sisi hea Avesdarcardetocdvrd meedee 36 13 
Oren tiad Ator ne DOOKSA. ...... dss sss )ss sch ocdeeche obbbeesbcdedvcrpande 12 5 
See MR AMER, for irc ae OL ass . ES eee hae Cena Cobo te oman aeee 265 100 
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APPENDIX IV 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION ON THE FARM HOME 


TABLE 1.—CHANGES IN HOUSE STRUCTURE AND EXTERIOR FINISH IN 
NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN FARM HOMES FROM 1942 TO 1947 


Structure and Finish 1942 1947 
No % No. % 
PSTIGR OT BUUICCO, Raa. cae Slats aa waters otis o/s ci eels enmnee tee 4 2 6 4 
Painted frame; stained shingle; brick veneer.......... 21 ii 30 21 
Unpainted frame or unstained shingle................. 66 31 43 30 
Log (squared, plain or part frame)................... 109 56 64 45 
Total Ak 25.060 ATARI TION Ge eee BRER: 200 100 143 100 


TABLE 2.—CHANGES IN HOUSE STRUCTURE AND EXTERIOR FINISH IN 
WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN FARM HOMES FROM 1943 TO 1947 


Structure and Finish 1943 1947 
No % No. % 
ST eCOL RO is ass Bag ol ta eas ca ta oe 11 5 d 6 
Painted frame; stained shingle; brick veneer.......... 95 42 58 47 
Unpainted frame or unstained shingle................. 113 52 58 47 
Log (squared, plain or part frame)................64. 3 1 0 0 
BE Eb hand ee EO w aoe i ee aa PA 222 100 123 100 


TABLE 3.—CHANGES IN HOUSE STRUCTURE AND EXTERIOR FINISH IN 
WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA FARM HOMES FROM 1943 TO 1947 


Structure and Finish 1943 1947 
No % No. % 
BS rtek GI TUCHO HOE cinco olacals ow 65 apnea eines wacke 29 14 19 13 
Painted frame; stained shingle; brick veneer.......... 102 51 ~ 86 57 
Unpainted frame or unstained shingle................. 67 33 43 29 
Log (squared, plain or part frame)................-.. 5 2 2 1 
DO cece ce 6 EC TEE ee eT TTT STSCI TTT ETT 203 100 150 100 


TABLE 4.—CHANGES IN TYPE AND FINISH OF BASEMENTS IN NORTHERN 
SASKATCHEWAN FARM HOMES FROM 1942 TO 1947 


Type of Basement 1942 1947 
No % No. % 
PUL OrO vied | GER. . 24 oa eb amke Crk Che chee ecaubires 13 6 16 11 
Puen ire eed tame” ss Re err Ae ee ie ei 20 10 16 11 
Fislee all Girt.. Wiles «2 o TAC a Ss Coe ev cueRe Ne hace ence 43 22 25 18 
Pett chr SC ah eens ute cutie te mown 122 61 84 59 
0)1, ees CPOE hee sy aegis ee 1 2 1 
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TABLE 5.—CHANGES IN TYPE AND FINISH OF BASEMENTS IN WEST CENTRAL 
SASKATCHEWAN FARM HOMES FROM 1943 TO 1947 


Type of Basement 1943 1947 
No % No % 
errand 224 Ais ise a2 DEIEe 3 i wewaiew eens vw 67 30 48 39 
(ES OS neg ie RRR SAE COR NP ema oe wan 33 15 14 11 
Peetu iiitly bone see GE AI ECU Ra ac cao lt ells ese: 20 9 7 6 
INP GORE sa is osc) Haaiuasedsenten en wanes 98 44 51 41 
ET aR oe Ais <'sls wm ceavalesee: 07d wie Gralpiarww wales 4 2 3 3 
ne ae eee a Cre Fo 5 or cawlas yarn evonaraiaumpecrne nee 222 100 123 100 


TABLE 6.—CHANGES IN TYPE AND FINISH OF BASEMENTS IN WEST CENTRAL 
ALBERTA FARM HOMES FROM 1943 TO 1947 


Type of Basement 1943 1947 
No % No % 
POMeMIIprOVEd. . 5. teen ae doe ee tact. MOOFEA, 71 30 59 39 
Fi is ig 0 CER ee RN a Meindl eed ee 34 18 26 18 
eres ayes). eee EE ee Bi ee 11 5 9 6 
De Ecce bey eRe AR LORIN aby Kip BORE etn 78 36 51 34 
a Mie Vis EME gosh SR 500s SRS id Gis oa mo Ce NS 5 3 
CD Ses Ur CURR SSA AAA Re Rae? Des eae ed 203 100 150 100 


TABLE 7._INTERIOR FINISH IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN FARM HOMES 1947 


Item 1942 1947 
No % No % 
ERIE MI ESNIOTE aoe aaa a ints cima a oo cee oe w oe 79 40 104 iS 
Hardwood flooring (part.or-all)s saiatiecl yao 1.0 2 1 2 1 
OIIROOC HOOEINE het ict vb. ahd tae clio koa cal ee 98 49 113 79 
Partiooring & 2. LASS. KA KARAM. 1 1 3 2 
Platedhoardifocring si ML Akh dis. Tees 41 20 9 7 
Poouen lum Der MOOTINE.:...... 4.4 cee Cana Loe Ostet 58 29 16 11 
BEG CUR O Weer sister EES WORT ES 45 22 50 41 


TABLE 8.—CHANGES IN INTERIOR FINISH IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 
FARM HOMES FROM 1943 TO 1947 


Item 1943 1947 
No % No % 
PEST ARM as asc dhs wikis als 6 RUA Ss iaemsel ty mnked si ops 194 87 119 97 
Hardwood flooring (part or all)............. 0.000 eee 33 15 22 18 
Sein Re TEE ME cE. ao, wn. 5. veya, non ceenonesbugiplaneics 164 74 91 74 
RRC Ret Re ee Ek oh duait s dard alateesiseaginna 0 0 1 1 
BO ORT TOOTING Oe. ux nfocapoenens ctaretnratcentetatatetataheteteletets 24 11 9 7 
Werribee a SOTA) CEL ov x x Bennison kn he a a 1 0 0 0 
Cepho imum iy LOL Lee pkg ea ag ae dla A a IES am RE SU 184 83 113 92 
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TABLE 9.—INTERIOR FINISH IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA FARM HOMES, 1947 


Item 1947 
No % 
Woddwork finisi@l.. 12.4. 5.0 Mid. NO. o 00s dros aanaa tee ene eweas 141 94 
Hardwood flooring (part or all).................. SMe dea tiacurciesnis bak aah Le uae 19 13 
Soltitood MOOTiINgs. 6... hes Rc vd vnc A oc oe ad AAR oh ANE Aen PMD ees 124 83 
ASS NEL eC eR ee Os Se eet SS MOA enete sakes te Mee ea 0 0 
Planed board flooring.’ S700 Pees Peepers rece re eee ee nae ae x 4 
houshiumberfoornrr: eee ee nee 0 0 
OGRE. WH LICL aio ace ise) Seine ks Sk oo HE Rie conc te cee cS ies ae a 110 73 


TABLE 10.—HOUSEHOLD CONVENIENCES IN URBAN* AND RURAL AREAS OF 


SASKATCHEWAN 
City of 123 Farms City of 143 Farms 
Pinvenivins Saskatoon | West Central Prince Northern 
Saskatchewan Albert Saskatchewan 
1946 1947 1946 1947 

% % % % 
PJCOUEICIUY, fat eet ost ssa Pe ea ee cent 98 16 78 8 
RAG er Oo MHRA OR ae nae Paid ae 92 94 89 96 
Geatral-heatingserers eer retiree 82 6 62 28 
Funnies Waterers st ie bs ts ar Noe ee 77 8 56 J 
Batatubror SuOWEr thy) aes ES eh ee 73 14 48 4 
TRICUNONG. 72 Seat ae vie ua ree wea ee Nes 64 83 33 5 
Auto (passengers! ee EE rai 69 26 42 


* Census of the Prairie Provinces 1946, Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 


TABLE 11.—HOUSEHOLD CONVENIENCES IN URBAN* AND RURAL AREAS OF 


ALBERTA 
: 150 Farms in 
: City of West Central 
Convenience Edmonton Alberta 
194 1947 

% % 
ROC EELCE EY 05 cscs Ce i is ae BN aM Ie ooh ee MMM es 97 30 
TE) 0 OED CUA T, TRS SAM EME mel gt tiene d's SAE Een eet rman 90 95 
ASOUEPAL FGAGINE . Hee sh ox. chia: w gis os, 5.0-58 Bs eae eS 0 eS a el 5 ea ke 74 36 
SU cc) S| ee: eee eo ee enna BA PRM Gem? Serer TS 89 18 
BOLD OF BHO WOE 6 esrcih hs sagen 54s & 9h 45 bBRG ee Rh owls oe Ores tie 81 20 
Ce i ie oe en ee. : Oe Ce ke 47 63 
ehh @bic ce! Gil iit Cae - SARA aie AeA ae Gee SRP eh orien y Joke ieee. ai 79 


* Census cf the Prairie Provinces, 1946, Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 


73 


TABLE 12.—PERCENTAGE OF HOMES IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 
POSSESSING CONVENIENCES IN 1942 AND 1947 


¥ Item 1942 1947 

% % 

cel layer Sr eran errata Sarre re eI SEI SII SRE eee Cee re eae aren 80 96 
eA TG CRO (aan ook ce ers coi rod OL ns anewncsdew ent 82 86 
Pent mance lamps or better) Woe... 24... MER 2. db aceess Pad beivebecs 43 70 
Ne Gg thee axa MU 5 os eas Ee oe so dda cg tae HE fe eka 45 51 
Eine velenie iand OF etter). wee. Ps... Sees ws ed deca a PRPs ccekscs 25 50 
PERT OTE RTC, SN. 5.5 Bsc oO oc ls MRM ce aha ce ae PHEBs ce eee: 36 42 
Payers erie. oe he Pr eee. et dae ee BPE co odces 14 20 
LASTS Se Po) i ieee, be! eee See | 8 ane Peers 2c) | ee ere 13 19 
Ran Cree EARS... Be A ce, SR ah ce AME Psi ccbces 3 8 
PRCT OI oc 5 dks Os we ee ae ook daar SNS E: os rhea: 1 8 
Sentrabdeatme nr hel... 0.0... bn es La eA 2 08 bdeeea sees se hha: 2 6 
ee loumonse Pee oieo ie: See eG Lee ee... US deen PRG ec ether: 4 5 
Power puri pine py svete PO ee. SRS dose tive c re baas 2 3 
RLU re Le TN Ls Pa eh NN. nk chs, Pe as dea ae cc cP PEM oa cdeas 3 1 
1 ad | 


Ol Saree IGT 5 ks ch oo BERS ci cd de ace FBR ce ashbaes ‘ 


* Cold storage lockers were relatively new in 1942 and few plants were open to the public. 


TABLE 13.—PERCENTAGE OF HOMES IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 
POSSESSING CONVENIENCES IN 1943 AND 1947 


Item . 1943 1947 

% % 

Sewine machine. . Jee. oo scds GON... ROR fo cs nc PPPS 92 96 
LONI Me i a, 5 eT ee ee ee ee teen te etn fetes g 87 94 
Pumpingisystem (hant® or better).0:01.... Ao. . GRR APH 4... en Pen 83 90 
PASH ee ee ee ern Mas ee Steg o ee dene 71 83 
Chemerecid ] &.. 5. dec eh a a Be FE ch RM dc POR 54 70 
PT Ee Weber Aten on ||] Dee, Sea |e oe vc ean ae One 63 69 
Lightme (mantle-or better)..4... 0s. ...6.5.. BUR. e: bs aaa Re de 2 OO 59 67 
POWor waster 44 es oko as eas ae. eo MM le Be , ARs dies coer We 51 62 
Perr reeks tr er ee ee A. es A ee ad hia dae dosed anes 38 45 
Power pumping system... ..3... Gr... we. ER ee hese Set OO 25 2 
Centralivesting ».... BBS......4...: DA... Aan. SR. .5 2415. SO ia. wt 26 28 
Cold storage locker. G@).......3. (OP... BBL: Fe ere Alas Perego a3 *24 
athe: = 28 8n 5 Va eR  . o.. BAR T de sh vents tr os hoavede 12 18 
FlOCtOREY « oii5 Do an Bs oe cad PE Se. eee & a tahiaA diesen Recideative 8 16 
eno Cae. sn: ee ee 1. | i ae. ee ene | 4 8 


* Cold storage lockers were relatively new in 1943 and few plants were open to the public. 


TABLE 14.—PERCENTAGE OF HOMES IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA POSSESSING 
CONVENIENCES IN 1943 AND 1947 


Item 1943 1947 

. % % 
Pitimomeystvem (hand or begter) ame d. 5k... ee de oh ech causes ds Sqpake 94 99 
DeWine MAACUINS. 4... mame. cack. ER ee ore as RS Soledad > eo oie ee oe ds wrk we 91 96 
Ticriar ste 6250.24 ge 2 |. eR oe cae «oo a ho RE nT BE 92 95 
Lighting,(Mantle lamps or better) a.au.....4..5.. ang ..-.2: St BIER gy FRR ROE 77 85 
Pri arcsec. >, fade Ps IC cs Mas es SI, oe AS SAR ae ag FT ee 78 79 
Power neoping systeny. 2". 27. |< PR os i i I so cs do we ea enc deweade ral ‘Gk 
OSS Lath. siete Osan pee A OER Soak <cih E “Rjoiy P Salo ie ORR 69 77 
Power wes. ee. Re ee es BE ss ee Ee AER Ne RI BPA gn _ 62 ia 
ge CE “legatgeee GBs cetaceans ot aye AS et RN “Aah i RN oo Ree 49 63 
re ec Be RS he co i IRS ce eh cde > ccm a dae ee 39 47 
Ny Were Cicer en Re ks ee RS oc kw be ako co eReieeetenths *19 *46 
SA CesT) Se en errs or eee meme Zoe “Ren anmeen Ae? Sern ae 7 Sees 30 36 
ME MPTG rs oe Se neg he sia oia Giz od SRO SE LOE SEMA R ORC EA MOK ES 15 30 
Ve nt 2 er cy Fee Seem tent mae Wy pee 15 23 
ARERR ME Re oe ia i. i's «4. Gu Se SE Dyke. capte ae eats cep pag ay ecg 10 18 
28 CT 5 AON ee gy EP es A RO See oc OT ad EE Ra cee peinee hina seek snail he caret, eliesnatan SRI 


* Cold storage lockers were relatively new in 1943 and few plants were open to the public, 
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TABLE 15.—NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES POSSESSING VARIOUS 
ITEMS OF HOUSEHOLD GOODS 


Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Item and Description Responding | Responding Possessing Possessing 

to Item to Item Item Item 

WBE Sah cas sen ee An Poa tp ARES Oe 416 100-0 203 48-8 
2 Ghee COMSTIMICHION.. 0. . oc20s once etn cade 416 100-0 206 49-5 
S eRaeiis: pem pera ha.§ PES cond des stn 416 100-0 277 66-6 
4 Steme. wahdowste..\.... dose cn6 oc byecnka vos 416 100-0 273 65-6 
D RIC EINQUGL. ©, URE oie tuk e ak Re ore 416 100-0 179 43-0 
ih MNO SLC TOI oo Se sszsepneariptrerapareianannil 416 100-0 97 23°3 
VAR OT reer Meme See eye tie tees 416 100-0 310 74:5 
OrEVUMEH ETE? NEATOL Pre eo le Wee ce Gc ee. Gates 416 100-0 39 9-4 
OT. ikehem Binka Grimes. Oo. ch se' oo gc 416 100-0 153 36-8 
TOs ARUP OON@ NS Berm. ttn te a aee 416 100-0 68 16-3 
FIV Washing Machine? 1... bon. see een ok ea 416 100-0 213 51-2 
D2 SOAS PC a 416 100-0 385 92-5 
1D) AMEOINOD MG!) “Be (an wae one ae 416 100-0 264 63-5 
14 Separate diniiie s00ks -I05s.4 <i. cans oueae 416 100-0 145 34-9 
Ie WHer eta ee ees aie te en 416 100-0 274 65-9 
16 Books:(10 ar thone)s am asin asaad wheter 416 100-0 269 64-7 
LY ERMA TOr cc tia cS cc aged Shere x tae ns he hla. oe An 416 100-0 395 95-0 
ISePiawO HN (eee ee ca aut aalk vim en 416 - 100-0 120 28-8 
19 Pumping systems ssa A. .f Asi MK hee Ee 416 100-0 330 79-3 
20 Woodwork finish! . . .vi5¢.¢72% 4 -opas BF - 416 100-0 364 87-5 
21. F loer ecngtrwction Ui ao<c 5 coc see wen 416 100-0 371 89-2 
22> Diatiy newepanenn tate 416 100-0 53 12-7 
23 Weekly newspaner? Segre... 3. . cence ee 416 100-0 165 39-7 
2d IND erate i HR Gh Bet a a ie icra se rina oe 416 100-0 156 37-5 
25-Roof structure (shmegle):-.---..-- 416 100-0 404 97-1 
26. BeRDOn COOP ick Bketen deere sir rae erires 416 100-0 396 95-2 
27 Screen windows (some)................200 416 100-0 380 91-3 
28 Lightning rods 04. 704... 5... Paste la ep 19 416 100-0 io 17-5 
29 Verandah (any, including front porch).... 416 100-0 143 34-4 
pd NOOO 2 Eri eas a tae, uN aed 416 100-0 100 24-0 
31 Septic tank (or cesspool).................5 416 100-0 21 5-0 
32) DUME-IN, CUD DORIS 52) ode acn sis naceeoren.vie keno 416 100-0 210 50-5 
33 Churn (whether used or not).............. 416 100-0 294 70-7 
34 Icehouse, well or refrigerator.............. 416 100-0 143 34-4 
ob. CAdgtnées closets Ff 05 60.100. oi ca Cuan 416 100-0 285 68-5 
36 Dining room table and buffet!............ 416 100-0 243 58-4 
37 Dinner set (present value of china $20)..... 416 100-0 288 69-2 
38 Seperate living £00...) 06.5 cses casks nds 416 100-0 195 46-9 
So ee CEAIE es ee iu eh wae aim eink 416 100-0 254 61-1 
40.. Bopkease or. desitivced.dcevestertvauseerss 416 100-0 191 45-9 
41 Other musical instrument..............2.. 416 100-0 212 51-0 
42. Windbreaks 0) 5 FORO, & 2 tee. Jae 416 100-0 372 89-4 
GG TIOUSORS 3.5 Ueber dx ae rue Pearce: oe 416 100-0 194 46-6 
44 Flower gardeha: od? .ct asco asew aiasia 416 100-0 271 65-1 
45 Fence—House and barn..................- 416 100-0 299 71-9 
46 ' Entrance-walk. csrscee int 2 COI 416 100-0 81 19-5 
47 Water supply (within 50 feet of house)..... 411 98-8 170 41-4 
48 Kitchen floor finish!.........T20!.€24A4A.2 416 100-0 352 84-6 
49 Dining room floor finish?................. 416 100-0 128 30-8 
5G - living Troon oor Timsn’.--... ee te 416 100-0 342 82-2 
51 Bedroom floorpfinish® |... 22. cco ween es 416 100-0 328 78-8 
52 Kitchen wall construction®................ 416 100-0 302 72-6 
53 Dining room wall construction’............ 416 100-0 114 27-4 
54 Living room wall construction!............ 416 100-0 284 68-3 
55 Bedroom wall construction?............... 416 100-0 287 69-0 
56. Window, treatment.t...$245 sce. henge ee 415 99-8 256 61-7 
57 Bed and dresser (for each bedroom in use) 416 100-0 191 45-9 
58 Operator reads (4 hours per week)......... 402 96-6 242 60-2 
59 Wife reads (4 hours per week)............. 405 97-4 222 54-8 
60 Wife (some leisure daily)................. 367 88-2 185 50-4 
CPG bY: rbd eee soa eee neers snecnrs reese 354 85-1 F 188 53-1 
62. Library (make tise of) too). .crhe feet: 365 87-7 41 11-2 
Ds LENO—-NOWE Sen ain cc SOOT SCE eae ii eee 414 99-5 343 82-8 
640 Rartin—“lelsare 0 oo a5 2 hone? 403 96-9 297 torr 
65 Member of family plays instrument....... 409 98-3 207 50-6 
66 Guests entertained (once a week or more). 397 95-4 279 70-3 


1 See Appendix V Table 1 for criterion of possession. 

2 Same as living room floor finish. 

3 Same as living room wall construction. 

4 All windows have curtains; all or all except one have shades. 
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TABLE 15.—NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES POSSESSING VARIOUS 
ITEMS OF HOUSEHOLD GOODS—Continued 


Number Percentage Number Percentage 

Item and Description Responding | Responding Possessing Possessing 
to Item to Item Item Item 
67 Family visits (once a week or more)...... 404 97-1 Zin 53-2 
SCR TION) 205. 9 Ae vo «5 Gress cans ob Mea 413 99-3 178 43-1 
69 Education—operator (grade 8 or over)..... 395 95-0 224 56-7 
70 Education—wife “  .........ee. 397 95-4 275 69-3 
71 Church attendance (oncea month or more). 416 100-0 219 52-6 
W2 Dance attendance . °°“ ikeses:: 416 100-0 21a 51-2 
73 Picnic attendance South, daca 416 100-0 348 83-7 
74 Party attendance ff oi ochitul 20.4 416 100-0 266 63-9 
75 Theatre attendance rena vod 416 100-0 291 70-0 
76 Athletic participation (anyone participates) 392 94-2 262 66-8 
77 Other participation (once a month or more) 416 100-0 278 66-8 
78 Husband—member organization.......... 412 99-0 20 54-6 
79 Husband—executive office................ 412 99-0 40 9-7 
80 Wife—member organization .............. 415 99-8 175 42-2 
81 Wife—executive office..................... 415 99-8 39 9-4 
82 Husband or wife civic office............... 416 100-0 49 11-8 


TABLE 16.—A COMPARISON OF DISTANCES TO COMMUNITY FACILITIES 1942-43 
AND 1947, CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central West Central 
3) Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 

1942 1947 1943 1947 1943 1947 

Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles 
Post Ofiee orverir crises site ci cre cee. 3°8 3°8 3-9 3-0 3°5 3:7 
Gendtal(storecth ances ha bE Alay a ohelas 4:6 3:7 7:8 7-0 6-1 6-1 
OE A ee chet aaa uh disteiacn'd Gee GL 5 28-1 15-0 19-5 15-3 8-0 8-2 
Masato ee or ees 21-6 15-8 20-3 17-8 11-0 8-1 
Grade school fh). 04. GHA ea el oF % 2-1 i 2-0 * 1-9 
Highschool? 5! J... 2... 47 RS 1 12-1 7:7 6-1 7-0 6-3 6-7 
TE FOES ee! toellep cd Ae EEO 5-6 5-1 5-2 5-8 5-2 4-6 


* No information in 1942-43 records. 


TABLE 17.—DISTANCES TO COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN 1947, CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central West Central 
Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 

: No. Re- : No. Re- . No. Re- 

Miles porting Miles poreian Miles porting 
WCUIBE. oo cscs o's ness « SOA DENTEOERAL SEOs 31-3 119 20-8 120 10-3 146 
PORN ence aae ri roe te eT Oe 28-3 140 20-8 120 9-5 150 
GPR VEL TORO 5 oss. toes ees ee ee eet 17-5 130 3-5 122 “9 150 
PATIO DINE DOING wel & oc, » net done a2 oe dae 13-1 143 6-3 122 6-6 150 
App munting hall... wick beet eee ae hee: 3-7 132 6-2 94 4-0 111 
Tene. sans ake. biewunwank | PeOOTRA 1. 8-0 138 16-8 117 7-4 147 
PRrrere: towel ocd. sree eg obs oerreiaees 4-5 79 5-2 78 4-2 67 
me rcirrrrinintiss es es eee eee 3-1 119 7-2 58 6-2 63 
Rea eee en te Ss on, ve olen Wee ceo 8-3 117 13-3 74 13-8 112 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION ON LEVEL OF LIVING SCALE 
TABLE 1._ITEMS RETAINED FOR FINAL LEVEL OF LIVING SCORE* 


Item Criterion for Possession 
i Higuee 2Ot BOTs. oc ies des I ant Brick; stucco; frame, painted or brick veneer; shingle stained 
2° ROOMS PT PELSOMS 5 o.6 dein SOP es One or more (unfinished unused rooms excluded, but finished 
unused included) 
D5 DOPED. WIAD WS. eo ee winire Severe SEP E sree For some or all rooms 
4.-Basententob «24 vse anda s WO Full or part basement improved; full basement dirt 
5.“ Heating System Hem «4 an iden PRY .....| Central—heater or furnace in basement 
GML B AGING OP 5 AVR. ores genders Os cre Electricity; gas; kerosene-mantle or Aladdin 
PPR lS at Oe ae Se,» eee 
SSH bener BID R99 Birdos 
UE eh ROO Le i | arr Unless not used as bathroom 
10.4 Washing machine? «3.1.0. do... FoR Power 
Fe Telepioned Fe RAR ip Oink 
12> ClGthes Glagsets. Bee <i ccede nares ees: wserane One or more 
13. Separate dining room......)....8V 0. 
14. Dining room table and buffet.......... Or china cabinet 
BUS MOTOS COL HCH 1 ip Wt hehe cottapecaden snare etcdes Lounge or davenport, not settee or couch 


1G) Rey Se Re. en oa 
V7 DOO Kase OF GGsK vs xed Haden ale 


18. Boake S21 TOA. STI Bo 10 or more 

TOS Pian ST ys etre > RETREAT Don’t count organ 

20. PUM Pls SYBVEMT: «o.oo ron er mrid merstnve Hand pump or better 

21. Linoleum on kitchen floor.............. 

22. Living room floor finished........,.... Linoleum; paint; varnish or wax 

23. Living room walls finished............. Wallpaper; paint or calcimine over plaster or plaster board 
24. Woodwork finish}. 229 O22) Ranks... Paint or varnish 

BOT sTOUTINS ae te ete ee aren On all floors—hardwood, part or all flooring; softwood 

26. Magazine subscriptions................. 2 or more 

27. Weekly or daily newspapers............ 3 or more weeklies (any no. of magazines over 2 considered 


equal to a weekly, provided they take one newspaper). 
Count agricultural periodicals as magazines. 


* Data on possession of the 82 items used in the preliminary scale is available in Appendix IV, Table 15. 


TABLE 2.—-ALLOCATION OF TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES- CLASSIFIED BY LEVEL OF 
LIVING SCORE, IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 


Lavelot “hi Education Total 

ner Number < : Opera- and -Life Special A oie 
Peete Reporting Food Clothing tional Health Recrea- Personal Insurance| Savings Tene 

tion 
Dollars 

Oe As sae cee 16 685 176 163 60 57 62 6 6 1,215 
ayaa Germeenennarts 45 715 182 235 71 74 Hy os ace 4 1 1,359 
10—14........ 43 766 219 329 91 162 87 11 4 1, 669 
15—19..... and 31 758 215 430 132 196 80 Li | Sereetterocoe 1, 823 
20 +. .Bamed 8 783 286 786 92 369 55 34 9 2,414 
Average...... 143 740] 206 328 90 142 78 10 2 1,596 


TABLE 3.—ALLOCATION OF TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES, CLASSIFIED BY LEVEL OF 
LIVING SCORE, IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 


Level of Education Total 


levi Number : Opera- and Life Special ran 
Bore Reporting Food Clothing tional Health Recrea- Personal Insurance} Savings esl 
tion 
Dollars 
0— 4 ce eee ees 0 ee ee ee ee ef ee ee Ce ie fe et i ahi So aa eerie kr ar a ir or or oe ter ey 
i Se 9 665 141 264 101 86 60 15 14 1,346 
10—14........ Pay 792 215 347 87 115 58 13 3 1, 630 
15198 cae 36 660 210 439 97 165 66 23 5 1, 665 
20 Sere. 8 51 697 255 730 118 337 ae 38 28 2,274 


77 


TABLE 4.—ALLOCATION OF TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES, CLASSIFIED BY LEVEL OF 
LIVING SCORE, IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA 


Lével of | Number ; Opera- caon Life Special Total 
Living Reporting] - Food | Clothing Fomal Health <a Personal Vishrancel’ 5 nae S gs | Living 
Score fle aad Expenses 
tion 
Dollars 

N— 4... oe 1 373 41 107 24 26 1 1 Saleen, Se 589 
Pe A 6 858 341 307 259 153 UB). ames Be ie eee See 2,027 
102-14... 38 25 679 191 403 70 110 58 7 4 1,522 
152-19... 4.88 50 677 175 550 90 229 71 39 3 1, 834 
201-F ....44. 68 818 302 790 132 362 81 75 22 2,582 
Average...... 150 746 241 622 112 265 74 48 12 2,120 


TABLE 5.—ALLOCATION OF TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES, CLASSIFIED BY LEVEL OF 
LIVING SCORE, ALL AREAS COMBINED 


Level of Nom her ‘ O era- Education Life S eci ] Total 
Living Reporting Food | Clothing — i Health parte Personal art ret ts “ni 3 | Living 
Score ecrea- Expenses 
tion 
Dollars 

OF 45.52... 17 667 168 159 58 55 59 6 6 1,178 
Oe ON 60 721 192 246 94 84 78 6 3 1,424 
10—14. .. jac 95 750 211 354 84 135 71 10 4 1,619 
15198. 117 693 196 484 | 103 201 71 Path 4 1,779 
PANS oe een 127 767 282 766 124 352 75 58 24 2,448 


TABLE 6.—PERCENTAGE ALLOCATION OF TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES, CLASSIFIED BY LEVEL OF 
LIVING SCORE, IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 


Level of : . Education ; i Total 
Living haa - Food | Clothing 2 eat Health onl Personal hee = g ees Living 
Score ecrea- Expenses 
tion 
Per Cent 
OO 4iacs ee 16 56 14 13 5 5 5 1 1 100 
OO esate 45 53 13 ay 5 5 6 1 0 100 
10—14........ 43 46 13 20 5 10 5 1 0 100 
15—19........ 31 41 12 24 (i 11 4 1 0 100 
20) =e shite os 8 32 12 33 4 15 2 2 0 100 
Average...... 143 46 13 20 6 9 5 1 0 100 


TABLE 7.—PERCENTAGE ALLOCATION OF TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES, CLASSIFIED BY LEVEL OF 
LIVING SCORE, IN WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 


Education 


Level of : a i i Total 

faving | Aum | Food | ctoshing Qpert | mrenttn | and") Personal | place! Sian | Living 

Score ecrea- Expenses 

tion 
Per Cent 

O— 45.5408 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
a ee ) 49 11 20 8 6 4 1 1 100 
1a ee 27 49 13 21 6 7 3 1 0 100 
1819 ee? 36 40 13 26 6 10 4 1 0 100 
ZOSTER 51 31 11 32 5 15 3 2 1 100 
Average...... 123 37 12 28 6 12 3 1 1 100 


23839—7 
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TABLE 8—PERCENTAGE ALLOCATION OF TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES, CLASSIFIED BY LEVEL OF 
LIVING SCORE, IN WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA 


Level of | Number i Opera- Edeciton Life Special Total 
cee Reporting Food Clothing anak Health om cae, Personal Tasurancel’ Savings eh ee 
tion a 
Per Cent 

O— 4........ 1 63 7 18 4 5 2 1 0 100 
scales stateirs 6 42 iY 15 13 8 5 0 0 100 
10—14........ 25 45 13 26 5 7 4 0 0 100 
15—19........ 50 387 10 30 5 12 4 2 0 100 
20S i rshe 68 32 12 30 5 14 3 3 1 100 


TABLE 9.—PERCENTAGE ALLOCATION OF TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES, CLASSIFIED BY LEVEL OF 
LIVING SCORE, ALL AREAS COMBINED 


Level of 4 : Education ‘ 4 Total 
Living se z Food | Clothing re Health and Personal eee ra ea Living 
Score Recrea- Expenses 
tion 
Per Cent 

O— 4........ 17 57 14 13 5 5 5 0-5 0-5 100 
5— 9........ 60 51 14 17 7 6 5 0 0 100 
10—14........ 95 46 13 22 5 8 5 1 0 100 
15—19........ 117 39 11 27 6 11 4 2 0 100 
20ers ae 127 31 12 31 5 14 3 2 2 100 


SUPPLEMENT 


DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF FAMILY ALLOWANCE PAYMENTS 
IN THREE AREAS OF THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES 
1947 


Introduction 


On August 15, 1944, the Parliament of Canada passed the Family Allowance 
Act!. This Act which was given “to raise levels of living in Canada’’ was put 
into effect in July 1945. Thus during the last years of the war and the beginning 
of the post war period, family allowance payments were a factor which, in addi- 
tion to changing cost-price relationships and the usual variability of crop yields, 
influenced farm family levels of living. 


In 1947 the Economics Division of the Department of Agriculture, in co- 
operation with the Welfare Branch of the Department of National Health and 
Welfare and the Universities of Saskatchewan and Alberta, undertook to repeat 
a level of living study completed in 1943 in order to measure the net effect of 
the interaction between the above mentioned factors. The 1942-43 level of 
living and patterns of expenditure as measured and described in ‘‘Farm Family 
Living in the Prairie Provinces” by F. M. Edwards and in two unpublished 
reports? were used as a baseline from which to measure progress. This report is 
confined to a discussion of the distribution and use of family allowance payments 
in three areas of the Prairie Provinces and the degree to which changes in the 
levels of living of farm families studied can be attributed to this welfare policy. 


Adequacy of Sample 


The 1942-43 Level of Living study was repeated for the year beginning 
June 1, 1946 and ending May 31, 1947. The 622 farms studied during 1942-43 
were revisited, but only 416 of the original families were still in the districts to be 
described and eligible as ‘‘more than one-person”’ households. ‘Table 1 compares 
the number of farms visited in the three areas in 1942-43 and in 1947. 


TABLE 1.—DISTRIBUTION OF THE SAMPLE BY AREAS 


1947 Sample 


Families Families t 
Area interviewed interviewed a8 F194. ae 
in 1942-43 in 1947 ° 

Sample 
% 
Northen Gasicatchewais.: \....cqii« fbr o> bieaareesrea ts -erer ee 200 143 71 
West Central PASKALCDO WAR. «<x nce vw dpe rerdvaeroer-aorsrseitiowinecs 220 123 56 
West Céntral Alborta’..».6). 31). ROQUUMB.. GF. Ia 2 202 150 74 
"EORDM icon ce cM Ase ths oD <a aon biti 622 416 67 


1Family allowance payments per month to children under 16 are as follows: under 6 years—$5.00; 
6-9 years—$6.00; 10-12 years—$7.00; 13-15 years—$8.00. As the family increases over the fourth child, 
rate of payment drops $1.00 per month for the fifth child, $2.00 per month for the sixth and seventh children 
and $3.00 per month for the eighth and subsequent children. 

2F. M., Edwards, H. E., Elliott, and H. M., Turnbull, Levels of Living of Farm Families in Repre- 
sentative Rural Areas ‘of Western Canada, Economics Division, Dominion Department_of Agriculture 
(mimeographed) 1945 and H. M. Turnbull, A Level of Living Study of Families in the Pioneer Areas of 
Gemaae Saskatchewan, Economics Division, Dominion Department of Agriculture (mimeographed) 

ay, 1943 
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Although the number of families revisited in west central Saskatchewan is 
low, compared with the number of families it was possible to revisit in the other 
two areas, the groups of families revisited in the three areas in 1947 are, as a 
whole, representative of those originally studied in 1942-43. A comparison of 
1942-43 figures for the original 622 records and the 416 retaken in 1947 is given in 
Appendix I of the main report. 


ON WHOM WAS FAMILY ALLOWANCE SPENT 
Number of Children 


There were 1,074 dependent children in the families studied in this survey 
in 1947 compared with 1,110 in the same group of families in 1942-48. Table 2 
shows the distribution of these children according to age and locality in the two 
survey years. 


TABLE 2.—NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN IN 1942-48 AND 1947 
CLASSIFIED BY AGE AND AREA 


Northern West Central West Central Total 
Age Saskatchewan | Saskatchewan Alberta 


1942 1947 1943 1947 1943 1947 1942-43 | 1947 


Under 66, ctu Me kes - fe Ei in! 91 63 76 15 85 71 252 209 

_pobigaTasen aperdiiveg’ © ie Pangan. 2 Dmage 75 69 51 52 73 63 199 184 
LOSSTDUS EES. ASHE. A, EEG. 67 59 52 37 45 51 164 147 
Da Dcgcutgsde pth hen non aetees erage ge lan 56 51 43 46 56 51 155 148 
TOMNE OVO Sn sacs Saecmmes ne woe 28 141 143 103 120 96 123 340 386 
Dotal st . neg ceria. ggg - ot -¢ 430 385 325 330 355 359 | 1,110 | 1,074 


Not only were there more children in the northern Saskatchewan area, but 
there were as many or more dependent children per family in this area than in 
either of the other two, as is shown in Table 3. 


TABLE 3.—AVERAGE NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN PER FAMILY 
IN 1942-43 AND 1947 CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Vase Northern | West Central | West Central 
Saskatchewan|Saskatchewan Alberta 
1942-48 eesti SIU cet etc 3-0 2-6 2-4 
PORT Merete Bec hes aw ASO ics SORE 5 eee Ta ae ee 2:7 2-7 2-4 


While the number of children per family remained the same in the two years 
in west central Alberta, it decreased in northern Saskatchewan and increased in 
west central Saskatchewan. This might indicate that there are fewer young 
couples going into the North. This same trend is shown when the number of 
dependent children, per family having dependent children, is compared for the 
three areas (See Table 4). There were 45 families in 1942 without any chil- 
dren, 52 without children in 1947. Only 29 families were without children 
either time. Five of these families were in northern Saskatchewan, 7 in west 
central Saskatchewan and 17 in west central Alberta. 


TABLE 4——-AVERAGE NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN PER FAMILY HAVING 
DEPENDENT CHILDREN IN 1942-43 AND 1947 CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central | West Central 


Year Saskatchewan!Saskatchewan Alberta 


3°2 3:0 2°8 
ES ico ap 0b Ay, Pa Ta le & Nah 5c aes tS aR gaol 3:0 3°2 2°8 
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Allocation of Family Allowance Among Family Members 


- Two hundred and seventy-seven families out of the total group of 416 studied 
received family allowances in 1947. Altogether these families received $50,618, 
an average of $183 per family in allowance payments. One hundred and thirty- 
three families had no children eligible for the allowance, and only six families 
who had children eligible had not applied for it. The number of families receiv- 
ing family allowance payments classified by eligibility and area is given in Table 
5; the distribution of payments is given in Table 6. 


TABLE 5.—NUMBER OF FAMILIES RECEIVING FAMILY ALLOWANCES IN 1947 
CLASSIFIED BY ELIGIBILITY AND AREA 


Northern | West Central | West Central Total 
Saskatchewan|Saskatchewan Alberta 


No. families receiving family allowance...... 100 81 96 rai 
No. families ineligible for family allowance.... 43 38 52 133 

No. families not applying for family 
BENS WC Satire Woe Be uta S oo) ix anges dade es 0 4 2 6 
“ACay ie) GR Ages Je, A eR grate ee eae 143 123 150 416 


TABLE 6.—DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILY ALLOWANCES PER FAMILY IN 1947 
CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


24 Northern | West Central | West Central 


Saskatchewan|Saskatchewan Alberta Total 

No. families receiving family allowance...... 100 81 96 277 

RoEsiea mM OUNtIReCOIy ed an. cas erceu ye + usoneeheb « 18, 447 14, 453 17,718 50, 618 
Amount per family receiving family 

allowance eels WSO SE, 4 184 178 185 183 


Only thirty-eight per cent of the families receiving family allowances spent 
it only on the children who were receiving these payments. Altogether, though, 
sixty-two per cent spent some of the family allowance payment on children 
eligible for the allowance. One-third of the families spent the allowance as part 
of the family income; more than half, (namely 58%) spent some part of the 
allowance as part of the family income. More families in the low income area 
spent their money as part of the family income than those in the high income 


areas. The method of spending family allowance classified by area is shown in 
Table 7. 


TABLE 7.-_METHOD OF SPENDING FAMILY ALLOWANCES IN 1947, 
CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central West Central 


ie, Saskatchewan | Saskatchewan Alberta Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Spent as part of family income..... 4] 29 27 22 25 17 93 22 
Spent just on children receiving 

family allowance.............. 34 24 32 26 38 25 104 2h 
Combination family income and 

CUTE On Bs) ub a akeg ans Mtn 23 16 20 16 25 17 68 16 
Ne cuaumeation’.. ocd. cass Bene 2 1 2 2 8 5 12 3 
Not receiving family allowance.... 43 30 42 34 54 36 139 34 
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ON WHAT WAS FAMILY ALLOWANCE SPENT 


The number and percentage of families receiving family allowances report- 
ing expenditure of family allowance on various consumption categories in the 
three areas studied, northern Saskatchewan, west central Saskatchewan and 
west central Alberta are shown in Table 8. 


TABLE 8—NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE* OF FAMILIES THAT RECEIVED FAMILY 
ALLOWANCES REPORTING EXPENDITURE OF FAMILY ALLOWANCE ON 
VARIOUS CONSUMPTION CATEGORIES IN 1947, CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central West Central 


Ttem Saskatchewan | Saskatchewan Alberta Total 
No % No % No. % No % 

LC ORES PARRA ORES 71 al 42 52 51 53 164 59 
Clothing 85 85 oo 68 74 ‘ei 214 77 
SHEMGGia. <6s.-cGec ks s@aee cece « une 3 3 0 0 2 2 5 2 
Nedigal CATO. dix i v.capmets cot os Os ste 23 23 23 28 16 17 62 by 
Ba@uentions 22edtoc ice ccm ee rere 22 22 10 12 24 25 56 20 
IReECrEATION Seek eee. Poon 22 22 13 16 19 20 54 19 
pele Lt REPT CRS EL | IR Le en 8 8 20 25 17 18 45 16 
General living expenses and other 

FATHULY eo eee ee ae Peete ees 7c i 11 14 10 10 28 10 
Farm-and-othetenccieesoeersscerrs 2 2 2 2 3 3 7 3 
Total no. families receiving 

RUOWRUCER Th Ons Ons tates 100 — 81 — 96 — Zhe — 


* Percentages do not add up to 100 per cent due to multiple answers. Base equals total number of 
families receiving family allowance payments in the three areas. 


t Including spending money. 


In each of the three districts, more families spent some money on clothing 
than on any other single item. More than three-quarters of those receiving 
family allowances, more than half of the whole group studied, indicated that they 
had spent some of their allowance on clothes. One co-operator said, ‘“‘Children 
now attend school who wouldn’t before because of lack of clothes’. Three- 
fifths of those receiving allowances spent some of it on food. This was the second 
most often mentioned item in all three areas. The other consumption categories 
on which family allowances were spent, in order of their frequency were: medical 
care 22 per cent; education 20 per cent; recreation 19 per cent; savings 16 per 
cent; general living expenses 10 per cent and farm and other 3 per cent. 


The average amounts and percentages spent per family among those fami- 
lies that itemized their expenditure are shown in Tables 9 and 10. 
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Table 11 shows the average amount of the family allowance spent per 
dependent child in the three areas. There were on the average 3-0 dependent 
children per family in northern Saskatchewan, 3-2 in west central Saskatchewan 
and 2-8 in west central Alberta. 


TABLE 11.—AVERAGE AMOUNT OF FAMILY ALLOWANCE SPENT IN 1947 PER 
DEPENDENT CHILD ON VARIOUS CONSUMPTION CATEGORIES BY 
FAMILIES ITEMIZING THEIR EXPENDITURE, CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Northern West Central West Central 
Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 
Item ——_—_—_—— ———-- 

Oo. Average No. Average No. Average 

Families | Amount | Families | Amount | Families | Amount 
[cs ae ed A are oe © 57 37 23 2D 8 27 
CAGLUIND fA dices cera. ae et 70 29 31 29 22 41 
Sel bento ue, deed neh ge a «so he deshs 1 8 — -- — — 
WUOCICAL COTO, tc co eal ase he ae 17 13 16 10 4 6 
PU CAIGION 6 oi Suid 5 ste ctw ome shee 15 6 6 15 12 19 
Recreations... t sere are es dere aes 17 13 ee 5 8 19 
ot Rigi hah ee Seen a ner Se 6 31 20 18 15 25 
General living expenses........... 2 53 7 54 3 30 

IPAria Ol OCOCT ... .c sas sree aaa 8 2 108 2 18 3 0-5 


The amount of family allowance reported spent on clothing by the 123 
families giving such an expenditure proved to be from 5 to 136 per cent of the 
total family clothing bill. The allowance covered an average of 39 per cent of 
the total clothing bill in northern Saskatchewan (70 families reporting), 38 per 
cent in west central Saskatchewan (31 families reporting), and 44 per cent in 
west central Alberta (22 families reporting). Similarly, the amount of family 
allowance reported spent on food by the 88 families listing such an expenditure 
covered from 2 per cent to 15 per cent of the total cash food bill. The allowance 
was used to cover, on the average, 42 per cent of the family’s cash food expendi- 
ture in northern Saskatchewan (57 families reporting), 23 per cent (23 families 
reporting) in west central Saskatchewan, and 17 per cent (8 families reporting) 
in west central Alberta. Only 37 families reported a specific amount of their 
allowance spent for health purposes. This amount covered from 4 to 179 per 
cent of the whole family’s expenditure for health. It covered, on the average, 
42 per cent of expenses in northern Saskatchewan (17 families reporting), 26 
per cent in west central Saskatchewan (16 families reporting) and 45 per cent in 
west central Alberta (4 families reporting).! 


The family allowance payment covered one-fifth or more of the family’s 
total cash living expenses in almost 40 per cent of the families receiving the 
allowance in northern Saskatchewan, one-quarter of those in west central 
Saskatchewan and approximately one-tenth of those in Alberta. Inversely, the 
percentage of the group of families receiving allowance for whom the allowance 
covered less than 10 per cent of their cash living expenses, was 21 per cent in 
northern Saskatchewan, 33 per cent in west central Saskatchewan and 41 per 
cent in west central Alberta. Table 12 gives the family allowance payments per 
family as a percentage of total cash living expenses, classified by area. 


The family allowance payment, then, covered an average of 20 per cent of 
the total cash living expense in northern Saskatchewan, 14 per cent of the total 
cash living expense in both west central Saskatchewan and west central Alberta. 


1 There were too few families that reported spending specific amounts of family allowance for other 
consumption categories to carry this type of analysis any further, 
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Family allowance payments, however, amounted to only a small proportion 
of the families’ total net expendable income’, only 4, 6 and 8 per cent for Alberta, 
west central and northern Saskatchewan respectively. These payments repre- 
sent a type of income independent of farm organization or revenue and their 
proportional significance depends on the size of the net expendable income. Thus, 
in 1947 for the area of west central Alberta, family allowance payments repre- 
sented 11 per cent of net expendable income for those farms having a net expend- 
able income ranging from $1 to $749, and only 2 per cent for farms having a net 
expendable income of over $3,000. Similarly, for west central and northern 
Saskatchewan in the same year, family allowance payments amounted to 9 and 
15 per cent respectively for those farms having a net expendable income between 
$1 and $749 and to only 4 and 3 per cent, respectivily, for farms having a net 
expendable income of over $3,000. Therefore, in periods of relatively low inco- 
mes, family allowance payments would become of marked significance to the 
farm income. 


TABLE 12.—FAMILY ALLOWANCE PER FAMILY IN 1947 AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE, CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


Family Allowance Northern West Central West Central 
Payment as Per Cent Saskatchewan Saskatchewan Alberta 
of Total Cash a 
Living Expenditure* No. % No. 5 Oo. % 
Families Families Families Families Families Families 
Ook weclavenod. Avaes . 21 21 27 33 39 41 
cS FO PPS ae eee 19 19 17 7 22 23 
F519 e Fak EE AE Paphe, 22 19 23 16 17 
CH? s ght. os. ORT is 10 10 7 9 7 7 
PASI cia Ae KORO 6 ER Lea 28 28 11 14 12 12 
Number of Sample Receiv- 
ing Family Allowance. . 100 100 81 100 96 100 


* The average cash living expenditure per family for the three areas studied in 1947 was: northern 
Saskatchewan $961, west central Saskatchewan $1,303, west central Alberta, $1,440. 


TO WHAT EXTENT HAVE FAMILY ALLOWANCES CHANGED 
THE LEVEL OF LIVING OR PATTERN OF 
EXPENDITURE OF FARM FAMILIES 


Changing conditions between 1942-43 and 1947 brought about an average 
rise in level of living, as measured by a socio-economic scale” of 23 per cent. A 
study of prices and expenditures shows a similar increase in living levels for the 
416 farm families studied in 1942-43 and reinterviewed in 1947°. The greatest 
proportionate rise was in northern Saskatchewan where the level had risen 
almost 60 per cent. 


1 Total net expendable income is the amount of money that remains to the farmer from his total 
receipts, which include inventory changes, after his ‘‘necessary’’ expenditure of current farm expenses 
and interest on debt have been paid. This amount is then available for cash living expenditure, capital 
expenditure and debt repayment. For further detail see main report. 


2 The definition of the level of living or socio-economic level of a family used for the purpose of this 
study was adapted from one suggested by Chapin and reads: ‘‘the position that a family occupies with 
reference to the prevailing average standard of material possessions, cultural possessions and participation 
in the group activities of the community.’’ The scale developed by Miss F. M. Edwards (‘‘A Scale for 
Rating Socio-Economic Levels in Rural Western Canada’’, A Dissertation submitted to the Faculty of 
the Division of the Social Sciences in candidacy for the degree of Master of Arts, Dept. of Sociology, 
University of Chicago, August 1946. (unpublished) ) includes 27 items. These items are graded and scored 
for possession or non-possession. The levels shown by scores on these items are relative, the highest 
possible score is 27. Further information re this scale may be found in the main report. 


3 This change in level of living does not merely represent changes in dollar expenditure, which show a 
much greater rise, but also takes into consideration price changes. If the dollar expenditure for all goods 
and services should rise 86 per cent from 1942 to 1947 and their prices should rise 16 per cent, the increase 
in the level of living would be 60 per cent as in northern Saskatchewan (1-86 + 1-16 = 1-60). This measure 
is limited by the degree to which price indexes reflect the full increase in prices. The quality of products 
has been cut and many services have been reduced or eliminated without any corresponding reduction in 
price. Both these factors are equivalent to a price rise that is not reflected in the price index. 
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Mainly responsible for this was an increased expenditure made possible by 
increased incomes, although in 1947 current expenditures exceeded current 
income due to the use of savings and reserves for large capital expenditure. A 
general shift to more stable types of farming and an increase in the average size 
of farm together with increased prices contributed toward this larger income. 
There was also a decided increase in outside receipts, largely accounted for by 
“crop failure’ payments in west central Saskatchewan and family allowance 
payments, but on the whole, the farm provided from three-quarters to nine- 
tenths of the total net expendable income. 


As a result of these trends during the five year period studied the farm debt 
had been cut in half and there was a significant trend toward land ownership. 
Higher family levels of living were reflected in larger outlays for living, changing 
expenditure patterns, improved farm housing and increased numbers of con- 
veniences in the homes. 


What was the contribution of family allowance payments to these changed 
living levels and expenditure patterns? Although it is not possible to show to 
what extent the actual family allowance payments contributed to the change, 
it is possible to show the extent to which any amount of money equal to the 
amount of family allowance payments added to family cash living expenditure 
would change family expenditure patterns and living levels. 


To do this it is necessary to make three assumptions. The first and basic 
assumption is that cash living expenses per consumption unit! are correlated 
with the level of living score’. The second assumption is that families having 
similar amounts of cash per consumption unit for living expenses will tend to 
follow the same general expenditure pattern and therefore, in the long run, attain 
similar levels of living. The third assumption is that the family allowance was 
spent according to the same pattern as the total cash living expenses. ‘This is 
not too far from the actual picture as 58 per cent of those receiving family allow- 
ances spent some of it as “part of the family income’’. Further, the family 
allowance dollars spent on item A may have actually released money from other 
sources which would have ordinarily been spent on item A and made it possible 
to purchase item B—therefore making it difficult to determine whether the family 
allowance dollar actually bought item A or item B. 


An analysis of the expenditures of the farm families shown in Tables 18, 14 
and 15 indicate that the first two assumptions are well grounded. ‘There is a 
high correlation between the level of living score and total cash living expenses 
per consumption unit. Distinct patterns of expenditure are evident as the total 
cash available for living is increased. 


When the family allowance per consumption unit is subtracted from cash 
living expenses per consumption unit, the result is a new cash living expense per 
consumption unit, supposedly that which would have been available to the 
family had they not been receiving family allowances. A frequency distribution of 


1 This unit is used to eliminate the variable of family size and composition in these calculations. The 
number of persons in each family is reduced to consumption units according to the following scale. 


Age of Family Members . Consumption Unit 
18 years and over 1-0 
12—17 years °75 
6—11 years “50 
Under 6 years -30 


The consumption weight of each family member was adjusted to the number of months the person 
concerned was fully supported by the farm income (i.e. include vacations). Any child born during the year 
under consideration was given the full weight of 0-3 (assuming the main expenses for a child’s first year 
are incurred at the time of its birth). Anyone partially self-supporting who paid for all his own personal 
expenses including clothing but did not contribute anything toward household expense was given only one- 
half of the consumption weight indicated for his age. Those who paid only part of their personal expenses 
were computed as representing three-quarters of the indicated weight. 


2 Footnote 2, page 85. 
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TABLE 13.—ALLOCATION OF CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE PER CONSUMPTION UNIT 


~ 


we N L Cash O “ton” I S ih 
iving umber | L. of L. as : pera- nsur- pecia, 
Expenditure | Reporting] Score Food Clothing) Health tional Senco Personal ance Savings Total 
Per or Ue tion 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
O— 99..... 6 10-0 205 90 22 59 52 32 4 0 464 
100—149..... 20 10-9 226 170 66 114 63 41 15 0 695 
150—199..... 50 10:8 256 165 73 110 86 54 3 3 750 
200—249..... 59 12-8 274 187 74 166 118 56 ff 1 883 
250—299..... 57 14-2 320 190 63 190 110 67 17 0 957 
300—349..... 54 16-0 360 237 108 245 179 90 18 9 1,246 
350—399..... 46 17-2 344 224 132 283 204 763 33 11 1,304 
400—499..... 52 18-5 344 233 103 339 290 78 39 19 1,445 
500—599..... 30 21-1 375 292 156 387 329 90 60 25 1,714 
600—749..... on 19-1 472 301 176 462 521 98 50 19 2,099 
100 -Fs. .... 21 22- 539 420 179 597 616 17. 127 30 2,625 
TABLE 14.—RECAPITULATION: ALLOCATION OF CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE PER 
CONSUMPTION UNIT 
Educa- 
Cash 5 4 
Anat Cash tion Life : 
Living | Number | L. of L.| Cash : Special 
Expenditure | Reporting} Score Food |Clothing| Health scale li i Personal — Savings Total 
Per... rene 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
O—199..... 76 10-6 244 161 67 107 fire 49 6 2 713 
200—299..... 116 13-5 296 188 69 VS 114 61 12 1 919 
300—399 100 16-6 353 231 119 262 191 82 25 10 1,273 
400—599..... 82 19-8 355 254 123 357 304 83 46 21 1, 543 
600E =P ee 42 21-0 505 360 177 530 569 107 89 25 2,362 


TABLE 15.—PATTERNS OF EXPENDITURE CLASSIFIED BY CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE PER 
CONSUMPTION UNIT 


Educa- 
Cash Cash tion Life 


Living Number | L. of L. | Cash . Special 
Expenditure | Reporting} Score Food Clothing | Health yin det oo Personal Eee Savings Total 


Per C.U. oni 
$ % % % % % % % % % 
0—199..... 76 10-6 37-0 22-0 8-0 15-0 10-0 7-0 T°! eefee's oto 100 
200—299..... 116 13-5 32-0 20-5 8-0 19-5 12-0 6-5 IES Vise 100 
300—399..... 100 16-6 27-5 18-0 9-5 21-0 15-0 6-5 1-5 1-0 100 
400—599..... 82 19-8 23-0 16-5 8-0 23-5 19-5 5-0 3°5 1-0 100 
600 SRV. 42 21-0 21-5 15-0 7-5 22-5 24-0 4-5 4-0 1-0 100 


this new cash living expense per consumption unit is shown in Tables 16 and 
17. This new distribution (using the same class intervals as for the earlier 
distribution) was more heavily weighted at the lower end. On the basis of the 
original assumptions, the level of living score now ascribed to these families 
should be that of the families in the same cash living expense per consumption 
unit level, according to the original distribution. 


The average level of living score for the whole group of 416 families was 
15-7—the average level of living score for this same group of families had the 
family allowance policy not been in effect, was 15-1. 


Within the limits of the basic assumptions, it may therefore be said that 
0-6 points of the 2-9 point rise in level of living score between 1942-43 and 1947 
or 20 per cent of the increase in level of living was probably attributable to the 
receipt of family allowances. At least, it is attributable to an amount of money 
which would increase family cash living expenditure by an amount equivalent 
to total family allowance payments in 1947. This conclusion is also limited by 
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TABLE 16—FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF CASH LIVING EXPENDITURE PER 
CONSUMPTION UNIT AND CASH LIVING EXPENSES MINUS 
FAMILY ALLOWANCE PER CONSUMPTION UNIT 


Cash Living Expenses Per 5 
Consumption Unit x? f fx fis fix 
$ 

bt Ps ic eet a Mesias ete: ates ek SAE os 10-0 6 60-0 2 210-0 
LOGS 40. Re dite Bbw odes ls ork abies 10-9 20 219 0 39 427-0 
THQ A199 Seteks YORE RS ie Se 10-8 50 542-0 49 531-2 
0) a7. Ee ee tere oS Cis Aes aie hoe 12-8 59 755-2 61 780-8 
Q5RSSIO0! Sehs Ua ey, Se che. ca beeeeee 14-2 57 809-4 54 766-8 
BOO SAO hess. wee bbe a tiae. genres eee eee 16-0 54 864-0 56 896-0 
350309) of At ee fe Os eA S ce ee 17-2 46 791-2 34 584:8 
AAO), 2 eee a ies cake cae ee eee 18-5 52 962-0 37 684-5 
SOOO Rakes, Ce ee ee RE en rhe es 21-1 30 633-6 28 590-8 
L027: Se 5 eR Se er 6 eS 19-1 21 401-1 21 401-1 
P41 bars tenet sie esl estan he co ee RN CT 22-8 21 478-8 16 364-8 
416 Geol 7. 416 6, 237-8 
AWISFASO UC VEL OL Lit INE COREE. 5 fiers kis boda et nt meena ee eh 15°66" FO ie. oe 14-99 


a f =frequency. 
b x=average level of living score. 
° f1=frequency (cash living expenses minus family allowance) per C.U. 


TABLE 17—RECAPITULATION: FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF CASH LIVING 
EXPENDITURE PER CONSUMPTION UNIT AND CASH LIVING EXPENSES 
MINUS FAMILY ALLOWANCE PER CONSUMPTION UNIT 


Cash Living Expenses Per i 
Consumption Unit xP ! fx fis fix 
$ 

Oe 109 he reeds came Ww bk CASE PIS & See aes + 10-6 76 805-6 109 1,155-4 
RMU hen caltec Poiac sacainl ia oat Mare rere RTE Te 13-5 116 1, 566-0 115 1,552-5 
ey PA 14 Ae ie OS | oie A a 5 16-6 100 1, 660-0 90 1,494-0 
400500 an SSSA Pe eS Oe 19-8 82 1, 623-6 65 1, 287-0 
COU ee A: Sie aaa eo ke oR ce at ae 21-0 42 882-0 37 777-0 
416 6, 537-2 416 6, 265-9 

Average Level of Living Score.........../..... ERS OE peer 1527 Pe, aR Ne. 15-1 


® f=frequency. 
bx = average level of living score. 
°f1=frequency (cash living expenses minus family allowance) per C.U. 


the extent to which farm families would have changed the present allocation of 
total net expendable income or called on other resources to bring expenditures 
to present levels had the family allowance payments not been available. Further- 
more, while the change in living levels was measured over a five-year period, 
the family allowance policy was in effect only from July, 1945. 


CO-OPERATOR’S OPINIONS OF THE FAMILY ALLOWANCE POLICY 
Approval 


Three-fifths of the 416 families studied, four-fifths of those actually receiving 
allowances, expressed an opinion of the family allowance policy, as shown in 
Tables 18 and 19. It was obvious in enumeration that many families had not 
previously considered the questions as put to them!. Only 17 housewives who 
did not have any children eligible for the allowance expressed an opinion of the 
policy as a whole. Two-thirds, therefore, of those who did not make any com- 
ment about the policy were members of families not receiving the allowance’. 

1 See Appendix A for the questionnaire. 


* The lack of comment from this group was due mainly to the fact that not all families who were 
not receiving the allowance were questioned about the policy. 


ee ee ee ee eS 
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TABLE 18.—NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES STUDIED IN 1947 
EXPRESSING AN OPINION OF FAMILY ALLOWANCES, CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


. Approval Disapproval No Remarks Total 
rea | | 
No % No % No % No q% 
Northern Saskatchewan........... 85 60 = — 58 40 143 100 
West Central Saskatchewan....... 59 48 4 3 60 49 123 100 
West Central Alberta.............. 90 60 2 1 58 39 150 100 
‘hotel as aracnonk sche 234 56 6 2 176 42 416 — 


TABLE 19—NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES ELIGIBLE FOR FAMILY 
ALLOWANCES IN 1947 EXPRESSING AN OPINION OF THIS POLICY, 
CLASSIFIED BY AREA 


2 Approval Disapproval No Remarks Total 
rea ————. | ————— 
No % No % No. % No gq 
Northern Saskatchewan........... 85 85 — 0 15 15 100 100 
West Central Saskatchewan....... 57 67 4 5 24 28 85 100 
West Central Alberta.............. 76 78 1 1 21 21 98 100 
FOG crasilt safc t tactics ke 218 a 5 ye 60 21 283 — 


Ninety-eight per cent of the housewives who expressed an opinion of the 
family allowance policy were in favour of it. This group was receiving a slightly 
larger amount per family than those who disapproved or didn’t make any remark, 
as can be seen in Table 20. 


TABLE 20.—FAMILY ALLOWANCE PAYMENT PER FAMILY IN 1947, CLASSIFIED 
BY AREA, AND THE DEGREE OF APPROVAL EXPRESSED 


Allowance Payment Per Family 


Area 
No. of No. of No. of 
Families Amount Families Amount Families Amount 
$ $ $ 
Northern Saskatchewan.......... 85 188 — — 15 166 
West Central Saskatchewan....... 56 189 1 98 24 162 
West Central Alberta............. 75 193 1 40 20 160 
Votails. 2oaG. Aciy 216 190 2 69 59 163 


The opinions of the group expressing approval of the policy are summarized 
in Table 21. 


TABLE 21—OPINIONS REGARDING THE FAMILY ALLOWANCE POLICY 
GIVEN BY THOSE WHO EXPRESSED APPROVAL OF THE POLICY 
AS A WHOLE IN 1947 


Reasons Number* | Per Centt 
Helps:for-general. living expenses $s fiidun. adanwolle- yew? -) Aabapevenih,. «<s 184 79 
Provides ‘‘extras’’ or items ‘‘could not otherwise have’’.................00e000- 56 28 
Relieves worry; gives sense of security and independence.....................-- 15 6 
Helps meet increaséd.costwot-livitiw.... 00 6.6 eioe eet avanne hl wedoiatene. 6 3 
Helps but even more help in poorer or larger families..................0.+0005: 31 13 
ECRG RE On PEIN TE UCAS pets S'S A oh sham detect dG SOE & Rig ame Became ta tieds tear 8 3 
Would have been more help during a depression, and will be if there is another... 6 : 


Should be continued,tillitheiend, of schools tvs . i.) cevncsen . Poaweewe. doe patie! 5 


* The numbers and per cent add up to more than the total number expressing approval due to multiple 
answers. 
+ The number expressing approval, 234, is taken as 100%. 
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More than three-quarters of those expressing approval said the allowance 
helped for general living expenses, food, clothing and similar items. One-quarter 
specifically stated that the family allowance provided ‘‘extras’”’ or things the 
family “could not otherwise have’’. 


About one-tenth felt that the regularity of oe received in the home through 
the family allowance relieved the housewife and mother from worry and provided 
her with a sense of security and a certain independence, as the following quota- 
tions from some of the records illustrate. 

The allowance comes when it is needed, i.e., a steady income, so it saves a great 
deal of worry as well as helping the family for clothing, food and educational needs. 
The regularity of the allowance is very important since other income is uncertain. 


There are times when the children should have things and there isn’t any cash 
available The allowance helps especially at such times. 


I don’t have to beg for money every time the children need something. 


It gives the woman a little bit to spend which she doesn’t have to ask for or account 
for (to her husband). 


Six families agreed with the statement of one housewife who said that ‘‘due to the 
increase in costs, the money goes in no time, so family allowance really helps very little 
(this woman received $180 per year in allowances). One woman even went so far as to 
say that “family allowance should be doubled, prices have gone up so!” 


Qualified Approval 


Some families qualified their approval somewhat. Thirty-one families felt 
that the allowance would be even more help in poorer or larger families than 
their own. One housewife whose statement is typical of this group says, ‘“‘we 
have things we couldn’t otherwise have had. We believe it is a good thing— 
although we don’t really need it as much as larger families.’”” However, another 
mother insists ‘‘the allowance is a help in raising even a family of one’’. 


There still seems to be some question in the minds of a few families as to the 
relation between family allowance and income tax. One co-operator states, 
“family allowance is a very good thing for those who need it—those who don’t 
need it, of course, have it returned to the Government in income tax.’’ Another, 
however, says, ‘‘when a family is poor, family allowance is a good thing, children 
get things they otherwise wouldn’t—but when a family is well off and getting 
steady income from shipping milk and cream—what good are the family allow- 
ance cheques?”’ Another, in similar vein, tells that ‘‘some neighbours figure 
family allowance is silly, getting money in, but paying it out again in income tax.” 
One co-operator was afraid the Government would come back and collect the 
allowance or take a mortgage on the farm. 


A few families, six in all, considered that family allowances weren’t as 
necessary now as they would have been during the depression or in early pioneer- 
ing days, and would be if the families again encountered ‘hard times’. One 
family that was putting all their family allowance into savings affirmed “ 
present, family allowance hasn’t been needed, but the time may come when it 
will be most welcome’”’. The following statements show how ‘hard times’ were 
interpreted in the three areas studied: 


Northern Saskatchewan 
During the depression, family allowance would have made a stronger and 
healthier young generation . . . Just couldn’t buy fruit then. 
West Central Saskatchewan 
Family allowance is ten years too late! During the dry years it would have kept 
families from starvation. 
West Central Alberta 
. Should have had it years ago to help pioneers. 


Other families indicated that it was of particular assistance while trying to 
buy a farm or when they were hailed out. 


Jr 


91 


Five families expressed the belief that the allowances should be continued 
until the children finish school because, as one mother of four states, “it costs 
more to raise school-age children than younger ones’. 


Disapproval and Non-Application 


Only two per cent, six families, out of the entire group of 416 families 
studied, stated that they disapproved of the present family allowance policy. 
A brief outline of these cases, considered individually, is given below: 


Case 535 
English family, Canadian born, with one son, now 16, eligible for family allowance. 
They “only accepted the allowance in January 1947’’. The housewife is not in 
favour of the method of distribution. She favours ‘‘The English idea of hot lunches, 
musical education, etc., rather than allowing poorly educated and ‘none-too-bright 
parents to administer the funds”. (Level of Living Score 25). 

Case 669 
Scotch family (husband American born, wife Scottish born) with no children, 
wife a university graduate. She says, that family allowance is the ‘greatest hoax 
ever perpetrated on eight Canadian provinces’ ’’. (Level of Living Score 211). 

Case 310 
English family (American born) with two children eligible for family allowance. 


Only started taking the allowance in January 1947. ‘Does not approve of it’’. 
(Level of Living Score 271). 

Case 353 
Russian family (Russian born) with five children elibigle for the family allowance. 
They say it is not necessary for them. They didn’t seem to approve of it very 
much for anyone. (Level of Living Score 23'). 

Case 390 
German family (Russian born) with two children eligible for the family allowance. 
The husband does not want to take it. He says he can look after his children. 
(Level of Living Score 10%). 

Case 416 
Dutch Mennonite family (American born) with one child eligible for the family 
allowance. They have never applied for the allowance. The father says he can 
feed and clothe his children. (Level of Living Score 16'). 


Two of these families were in west central Alberta, four in west central 
Saskatchewan. None in northern Saskatchewan expressed disapproval of the 
family allowance policy. This might be expected as the group in northern 
Saskatchewan had, on the whole, the lowest incomes, although the Level of 
Living scores for those expressing disapproval vary considerably, from 10 to 27. 


Three other families hadn’t applied for family allowance, although they 
didn’t express disapproval of the system as a whole. 


Case 343 
Dutch family (American born) with three children eligible for the family allowance. 
They did not apply for the allowance. The husband believes that ‘he can keep 
his own family without Government’s assistance’. He seemed to be in favour of 
it for poorer families, but thinks that people who can get along without family 
allowance should do so. (Level of Living Score 122). 


Case 606 
German family (American born) with one adopted daughter eligible for family 
allowance. They are not receiving the allowance because the mother has not signed 
the final adoption papers due a year ago, as, she says, she has not been able to get 
the cash (approximately $7.00) to make the trip to Edmonton to do so. (Level of 
Living Score 17?). 

Case 644 
German family (Canadian born) with two children eligible for-family allowance. 
They didn’t apply for the allowance because they didn’t think they needed it. 
(Level of Living Score 25?). 


1 See Footnote 2, page 85. 
2 Ibid. 
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Several families quoted examples of misuse by others, but this did not bring 
forth disapproval of the policy as a whole. They seemed to be in agreement with 
one co-operator who put it this way—‘‘careless people are more careless; some 
always do all right. Where people are thrifty and honest, family allowance is a 
blessing’. 


SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


The 1947 Level of Living survey covered 416 homes in three selected areas, 
northern Saskatchewan, west central Saskatchewan, and west central Alberta. 
These homes housed 1,074 dependent children, 714 of these, distributed among 
277 families, were receiving family allowance payments. Altogether these pay- 
ments amounted to $50,618. Only 38 per cent of the families receiving the 
allowance spent it only on the children who were eligible for it. Altogether 
though, 62 per cent spent some of the family allowance on these children. One- 
third spent the whole allowance as part of the family income, more than half 
spent some portion of the allowance as part of the family income. 


In each of the three districts, more families spent some money on clothing 
than on any other single item. More than three-quarters of those receiving 
family allowance stated that they had spent some of the allowance on clothing; 
three-fifths mentioned food, almost one-quarter medical care, one-fifth education, 
another fifth recreation. 


The family allowance payment averaged 20 per cent of the total cash living 
expense for families receiving the allowance in northern Saskatchewan, 14 per 
cent in both west central Saskatchewan and west central Alberta. 


When asked whether they approved of the family allowance policy, ninety- 
eight per cent of those replying gave an unequivocal ‘‘Yes!’’ More than three- 
quarters of the housewives who expressed approval said the allowance helped 
for general living expenses, food, clothing and similar items. One-quarter 
specifically stated that the family allowance provided ‘‘extras’” or things the 
family “‘could not otherwise have’’. Regularity of this cash payment was con- 
sidered to be one of its main assets in relieving worry for the wife and mother. 
Other opinions were: it helps but would be more help in poorer or larger families; 
it doesn’t help as it is all returned in income tax; would have been more help 
during a depression and will be if there is another; allowance should be continued 
until the end of school. Only six families definitely disapproved of family allow- 
ance. Five of these had children eligible for the allowance, but the fathers felt 
that they did not need it or could raise their own children without the assistance 
of the government! These statements did not seem to be related to the income 
level as the level of living scores ranged from 10 to 27.1 


With regard to patterns of expenditure, of the 277 families receiving family 
allowances, only 130 families, 72 in the North, 35 in west central Saskatchewan 
and 23 in west central Alberta, gave a complete expenditure breakdown of their 
allowance payments. In many of these cases, the expenditure items on which 
housewives said they spent the allowance were not always those on which its 
effect was most felt, particularly in the higher income families. That is, while 
the family allowance cheque was spent on food, it merely replaced money from 
other sources which would ordinarily have been spent on food and released it for 
expenditure on some other item. Therefore, while the allowance cheque was 
being spent on food, its influence was being felt in another direction. This point 
is illustrated by one housewife who said, “family allowance is used for food and 
clothing. I am able to save more from milk cheques when the allowance pays 
for food and clothing’’. 


Living levels in the three areas studied have increased 23 per cent between 
1942-43 and 1947. The level of living scores increased from 7-1 to 11:2 in 


1 Tbid. 
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northern Saskatchewan, from 14-8 to 17-5 in west central Saskatchewan, and 
from 16-6 to 18-5 in west central Alberta. The rate of improvement in the 
North has been greatest where the average family allowance payment was also 
greatest, $130 as compared with $118 in the other two areas. While the improve- 
ment indicated by the rise in level of living score took place over a period of four 
to five years, the farm families have been receiving family allowances for only 
two years. Nevertheless, within the limits of the type of analysis possible with 
the information available, it has been shown that family allowances have made 
a positive contribution toward “raising levels of living”’’. 
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APPENDIX B 


Quotations from Records 


» 


Relieves Worry: 


Northern Saskatchewan— 


Really appreciate family allowance during homesteading—cash is a scarce commodity. 
Comes when it is needed, i.e., a steady income so it saves a great deal of worry as well 
as helps the family for clothing, food and educational needs. 


Great help and is really needed in these pioneer areas. If a child gets sick you know you 
have cash available to spend on it. 

West Central Saskatchewan— 
Wife states she doesn’t need to beg for money every time the children need something. 


West Central Alberta— 


Child got all he needed before the allowance became available. While they are paying 
for farm, feel more secure with allowance coming in, but will use it for education later on. 


Likes a monthly cheque coming in. 
Its regularity is very important since other income is uncertain. 
Gives housewife a little bit to spend which she doesn’t have to ask for or account for. 


There are times when children should have things and there isn’t any cash available; 
the allowance helps especially under such circumstances. 


Makes wife independent. She can buy without thinking of exact cost—doesn’t have 
to account for it. 


Helps Meet Increased Cost of Living: 


Northern Saskatchewan— 


Feels that government really owes the farmer reimbursement for his hard work. Due 
to the increase in cost the money goes in no time. Family allowance really helps very 
little. ($180 per year family allowance). 


Actual amount spent is greater but no more is received as prices are higher. 
West Central Alberta— 
Family Allowance should be doubled——prices have gone up so. 


More Help to Others: 
Northern Saskatchewan— 


Appreciated family allowance but didn’t think it so necessary for small families. 
Believes family allowance a good thing, noticed improvement in other families, better 
clothes, better lunches at school, etc. 


West Central Alberta— 


In this area, which is prosperous, the allowance is not felt. A very good thing for low 
income area. 


Excellent for those with low incomes—useful for extras where family income is adequate 
for normal needs. 


Wonderful thing for those who couldn’t afford things for children; great improvement 
in children’s condition in poor families. 


Returned in Income Tax: 


Northern Saskatchewan— 
Afraid government would come back and collect the allowance or take a mortgage on 
the farm. 

West Central Saskatchewan— 


When family is poor, family allowance is a good thing—children get things they other- 
wise wouldn’t, but, when a family is well off and getting steady income through shipping 
milk and cream, what good are the family allowance cheques? 


West Central Alberta— 


Some neighbours figure family allowance silly—getting money in, but paying it out 
again in income tax. 


A very good thing for those who need it—those who don’t need it, of course, have it 
returned to government in income tax. 
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Depression: 
Northern Saskatchewan— 
Not as necessary as in hard times. 


During depression would have made a stronger and healthier young generation—just 
couldn’t buy fruit then. Same will be true if another depression strikes. 


West Central Saskatchewan— 


Ten years too late—during dry years would have kept families from starvation. Would 
have been help in ‘30’s. 


West Central Alberta— 


Now family allowance hasn’t been needed but time may come when it will be most 
welcome. (This family put all allowance in savings). 


Should have had it years ago to help pioneers. 
People should be glad to get it; came in very handy the first winter as hailed out. 


Continued Longer: 


Northern Saskatchewan— 


Thinks should be continued until school finished because it costs more to raise school 
age children than younger ones. (Mother of 4). 


It won’t come long enough for child to finish his schooling. 
West Central Saskatchewan— 
Thinks it should be continued beyond 16 for boys on the farm. 
West Central Alberta— 
Spent on her clothing and education, and her sister’s (not receiving family allowance— 
18) education. 
Miscellaneous: 


Northern Saskatchewan— 


Children now attend school who wouldn’t before because of lack of clothing. 
Provides food, clothing and two weeks’ vacation. 
All money is spent on boy—they intend to start music lessons for him. 


Family looks healthier due to use of oranges, warm clothes, etc. (Husband has ulcers, 
is not able to work—this allowance helps family). 


Food, clothing and household needs for family (including linoleum purchased with 
family allowance). 


Helps children especially as clothes are more expensive. Spent as family income. It 
helps now as clothes, etc., are dear. It is enough to provide the extras that the children 
need. It helps a good deal, couldn’t say just how. 


Dental plate for second girl a year ago, and general living expenses since. Fruits, 
dental work, medicine, clothing, etc. 


Couldn’t afford to buy the oldest boy glasses until he started to school and his eyes are 
badly crossed. 


It helps very much; you know the children are getting what they need. What we put 
into the farm helps us to earn a living for the children. 


We put the boy’s away for his education, the girl’s we spent on her clothing. 
Helps mainly in son’s doctor bills (chiropractic treatment). 


Helps a good deal, as money is hard to get for children’s expenses from farm. If we 
didn’t get it we couldn’t afford to give them an education (education $35.00 or 15 per 
cent of family allowance). 


Appreciate it—used mostly for fresh fruit, clothing, school books. Would like to be 
able to save some for children’s education but can’t afford to do it. 


Glad to have it. Just adds remainder left after buying youngsters’ clothing to the 
amount expendable on food. 


Gives boy things she thinks he needs but are not necessities. 
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Miscellaneous: 
. Northern Saskatchewan—Concluded 
Dresses girl and keeps her in schoo]. It would have been of more use 15 years ago. 
Appreciated but didn’t think it so necessary for small families. 


Feel family allowance has brought about a balance in the family budget—children are 
able to have and do the things other children do. 


Buys what is needed forthem. Just adds it to family income but tries to see that children 
get what they need. 


Saving baby’s share for education. Boy’s income just goes into general fund after their 
clothes have been bought. 


The biggest difference is in fruits and health food. They get more spending money. 


Although they seemed able to provide before, it is easier to supply clothing, fresh fruit 
and toys. 


Provides food, clothing and two weeks’ vacation. 
It is very handy—it was a master stroke in the way of politics. 


West Central Saskatchewan— 
Community seems better, with better school attendance. 
Medical co-op. kept up. 


Two-year-old child paralyzed in one side since birth. Doctor’s bills are cared for by 
family allowance. Doctor says he will be well in five years. 


Using cash to pay family insurance, couldn’t keep up otherwise. 


West Central Alberta— 
Can spend more on children’s things than otherwise would need to. 
Next year wants to buy registered calf for Calf Club. 
Indians play poker; brag that they do it with family allowance. 


Getting teeth checked now. Make a point of spending it on the children—marked it 
all down—thinks it is a good idea—‘‘don’t know where I’d get anytaing for them without 
it.”’ (6 children, 11 years and under). 


One woman “thinks should lower age for old age pension and increase the amount, 
therefore retiring people earlier and let the young people have the jobs and raise their 
own families. Thinks old age pension should be payable to everyone (without means 
test). If people know their old age would be provided for, they would hire more help 
now and spend more money. 


Paying for encyclopedia out of child’s allowance. 
Some in neighbourhood give it to children to spend themselves—extravagance. 


Careless people more careless—some always do all right. Where people are thrifty and 
honest, family allowance is a blessing—some abuse funds. 


Tells of one family who were “made to come back to school because they threatened to 
disallow family allowance if kids didn’t come.”’ 


Planned on saving it for a college education for girls, but being hailed out had to use it 
for general expenses. 


Used in general expenses except at Christmas or birthdays, when children should have it. 
Given to 13-year-old to spend himself. 


Are able to save more from milk cheques when family allowance buys food, etc. 
ase teacher’s (also housewife) opinion—poorer children better dressed, better school 
lunches. 


Manages to put some in bank for a rainy day, withdraws as needed. 


Could not get along without it, although it doesn’t cover cost of raising children. 
(Family allowance $300; total living expenses $829). 
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